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TO 

Mr. WILLIAM JOHNSTON, 

In LUDGATE STREET. 

S I R, 

Although I gave you my rea- 
fons, fome time ago, for not troubling 
either the PuWic or myfelf with any 
Preface to thefe volumes of Dr. Swift's 
Writings, you ftill prefs for fome kind 
of Advertifement, by way of uftiering 
them into the world. But what occa* 
iion is there for fuch formality ? If the 
Letters now printed merit general re- 
gard, they will have a chance to live 
af long as the reft of his Epiftles : If 
a 2 they 
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they deferve contempt, their days will 
be of Ihort continuance. And, as for 
the reigns of William Rufus, Henry 
the First, and Stephen ; it is fuppofed 
they will appear to be fuch a model of 
Englip hiftory, as will make all men of 
talle, and iefpecially foreigners, regret 
that he purfued his plan no farther* 

I can tell you a fecret, which I waft 
not apprized of myfelf until about a 
year ago, and which perhaps may give 
you pleafure. There are many of the 
Dr.'s beft writings, longjince printed (don't 
be furprized, for I am fupported in what 
I fay by the authority of manufcripts 
now in ray own lludy) which are not 
to be met with in any coUcdion of 
his Works : fo indifferent he was, and 
carelefs, whether they lived or died. 
Yet even thcfc, by one means or other, 
as I know their titles, and conjecture 
where they can be found, I hope I fliaU 
4 be 
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be able to recover, and fend down to 
pofterity. 

To the beft of my recoUeftion, when 
I talked to you laft November of a Pre- 
face to thefe Volumes, I had fomc 
thoughts of opening a fcene, which 
would have expofed to view feveral 
things which are ftill involved in dark- 
nefs. But, as I have neither youth, 
leifure, nor inclination, to engage in 
altercations of any fort, I think it is 
better to poftpone what I have prin- 
cipally to fay relating to thefe matters^ 
and particularly to the fubjedt of Dr. 
Swift's Writings, until a more conve- 
nient and proper feafon ; when per- 
haps it will be thought early enough 
to inform the curious, by what a ftrange 
variety of accidents the Doctor's Works 
have happened to make their appearance 
in fo diforderly, uncouth, and miferable 
a condition (to fay nothing of a thou- 

faad 
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faiKl mi(lak€S and blunders committed 
by feveral Editors, both in England and 
Ireland) as they do at prefent. 

I am, Sir, wiftiing you all fuccefs in 
your publication. 

Your moft lincere, ^ 

»d very hwmble fcrvant, 

Worceflcr, 

Jolya5, 1767. 

D. S. 
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LETTERS 

FROM 

br. SWiFT to STELLA. 

— — ^ If 

L E T T E R I. 
bn SWIFT to Mrs. JOHNSON*^ 

^ Chcftcr, Sept. 2, 17x0. 

JOE \ will give you an account of me 
till I got into the boat^ after which the rogues 

made 

♦ Thefe letters to &tiUa^ or Mrs. Jbhnfon^ were all 
written in a feries from the time of Dr. Swifi's landing 
at Chefierj in September 1710, until his retui-n to Irelaml 
upon the deinife of the queen ; barring the interruption 
of about fix weeks, or two months, ip the year 17139 
wh^n he was obliged to go oyer to Ireland^ upon being 
ihade Dean $f St. Patrick's^ DuUin. The letters were 
all very carefully preferved by Stella ; and at her death, 
if*i)ot before, taken up by Dr. Swift ; for what end we 
know not, unlefs it were to compare the current news 
of the times with that Hiftery of the ^een which he writ 
at fFindfor in the year 1713 : they were fometimes ad« 
drefled to Mrs. Johnfony and fometimes to Mrs. Dingley^ 
who was a relation of the Temple family, and friend to 
Mrs. Johnfon. Both thefe ladies went over to Ireland 
upon Swift's invitation in the year 1701, and lodged 
conftantly together. 

t Mr. Jofiph Beaumonty merchant, of Trim^ whofe 
name frequently occurs in thefe papers. He was a vene- 

Vol. IV. B rable, 



2 ) 

made a new bargain, and forced me to give 
fhem two crowns, and talked as if we (hould 
not be able to overtake any (hip; but in 
half an hour we got to the yacht ; for the 
ihips lay by to wait for my brd lieutenant's 
fteward. We made our voyage in fifteen 
hours jiift. Laft night I came to this town, 
and (hall leave it, I believe, on Monday : the 
firfl: man I met in Chejier was Dr. Ray- 
mond %. He and Mrs. Raymond were here 
about levying a fine, in order to have power 
to fell their cftate. I got a fall off my horfe^ 
riding her^ from Parkgatt\ but no hurt ; the 
horfe underftands falls very well, and lying 
quietly till I got up. My duty to the bifliop 
of Clogber "*. I faw him returning from 
Dii7dary\\ but he faw not me. I take it 

rablc, handfome, grey-headed man, of qukk and various 
natural abilities, but not improved by learning : his 
fort was Mathematicks, w^hich he applied tofome ufeful 
purpolcs in the liiien trade, but cliicfly to tiie idvcfti- 
gation of the Longitude ; which- was fuppofed to have 
occahoned a lunacy, with which he was fcized in Dub^ 
iin about the year 1718 ; from whence h-.- was brought,^ 
home to 7Hw, and recovered hio unJcrftanding. But- 
fome years after, havins^ rtkipfed into his forniLT ma^*^ 
lady, he cut his thioat in a fit of dillrailion. ;•' 

X Vicar of 7"r/w, and formerly one of the fellows of 
the univcrfity of Dublin, 

• Dr. St. George Ajhc^ who, in the reign of George I» 
was. made bilhop of Dcrry, 

•J- This muft have been v hile Swift was failing in the 
Boy of Dublin^ and the biihop riding upon the Norths 
Strand. 
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iU be wgs 9qt at convocation) and that I have 
Jpot his iifkme to my powers. I beg you will 
iioki yopr refoJutioa of going \oTrim, and 
riding there as much as you can. Let the 
bifhop of Clogher remind the bifhop of Kil^ 
lala to fend me a letter, with one inclofed 
to the bifhop of XJtchJield^. Let all who 
write to me, inclofe to Richard Steele, Efqj 
at his office at the Cockpit near Whitehall. 
My lord Mountjoy is now in the humoui? 
that ^ye fhould begin our journey this after- 
noon, fo that J have ftolen here again to 
fihilh this letter, which mult be fhort or long 
accordingly. I write this poft to Mrs. Wejley^ 
and wrll tell her, that 1 have taken care fhe 
may have iher bill of one hundred and fifteen 
pounds whenever ihe pleafes to fend for it ; 
and in that cafe I defire you will fend it her 
inclofed and fealed. God Almighty blefs you ; 
and, for <3od's fake, be merry and get your 
•health. lam perfeftly refolved to return as 
■foon as I have done my commiflion ||, 
whether it fucceeds or .no. I never went 
to England with fo little defire in my life, 
if Mrs. Curry makes any difficulty about tha 

% Dr. ^^hn Hough. 

II This commiflion was, to folicit the queen to remit 
the fir;ft-fruits and twentieth parts, j^ayable* to th«crawn 
by the clergy of Ireland. 

B % lodgings^ 
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lodgings, I will quit them. The poft is juft 
come from London, and juft going out, fo 
i have only time to pray God to blefs you, 
(Sc. 

LETTER II. 

London, Sept. 9, 1710. 

1 G O T here laft Tburfday, after five days 
.travelling, weary the firft, almoft dead the 
fecondy tolerable the third, and well enough 
the reft ; and am now glad of the fatigue, 
which has ferved for exercife ^ and I am at 
prcfent well enough. The TVhigs were ra- 
viflicd to fee me, and would lay hold on me 
as a twig while they are drowning, and the 
great men making me their clumfy apolo- 
gies, &c. But my lord-treafurer * received 
me with a great deal of coldnefs, which has 
enraged me fo, I am almoft vowing revenge. 
I have not yet gone half my circle ; but I 
find all my acquaintance juft as I left them. 
I hear my lady Giffard -f- is much at Court, 
and lady Wbartm was ridiculing it t'other 
day ; fo I have loft a friend there. I have 
not yet feen her^ nor intend it ; but I will 

• The carl of Godolphin. 

t Lady Gifard Was fitter to fir WilUam Temple. 

contrive 
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contrive to fee Stellas mother % fome other 
way. I writ to the bifliop of Clogher from 
Chejier ; and I now write to the archbifhop 
of Dublin. Every thing is turning upfide. 
down ; every Whig in great office will, to a 
man, be infallibly put out ; and we (hall have 
fuch a winter as hath not been feen in Eng^ 
land. Every body afks me, how I came to 
be fo long in Ireland^ as naturally as if here 
were my Being ; but no foul offers to make ^ 
it fo : and I proteft I (hall return to Dublin^ 
and the Canal at Laracor j|, with more fa- 
tisfa£tion than I ever did in my life^ The 
^atler § expedls every day to be turned out 
of his employment; and the duke oi Ormonde 
they fay, will be lieutenant of Ireland. I 
Jbope you are now peaceably in Pre/to s ^ 

lodgings ; 

% She was at that time in lady Giffard^s family. 

II The Dr. '3 benefice in the diocefe of Meaih. 

\ Richard Steele^ Efq; 

V In thcfe letters pdfr^ ftands for Dr. Swift ; PpU 
for SifiUa ; D, for Dingley^ D. D. generally for DingUy^ 
but fometimes for both Stella and DingUy ; and MD 
generally ftands for both thefe ladies ; yet fometimes 
only for Stella. But, 19 avoid perplexing the reader, 
it was thought more advifcable to ufe the word Prejio 
for Swifty which is borrowed from the diichefs of 
Shrgivjbury^ who, not recollefting theDr/s name, called 
him Dr. Prejio^ (which is Italian for Swift) vid. let. 
xxvii. Aug. 2, 1710, printed for Do(IJliy and others ; in- 
ftcad of Ppt. Stella is ufed for Mrs. Johhfon^ and fo for 
X>. Dir^lfy ; but as MD ftands for both DingUy and 

B 3 Stella, 
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lodgings ; but I refolve to turn you 6irt hy 
Chriftmas ; in which time I (hall either do 
my bufinefs, or find it not to be done. Pray 
be at Trim by the tiriie this letter comes to 
you, and ride little John/on, who muft needs 
be now in good cafe. 1 have begun this 
letter unufually, on the poft-night, and have 
already written to the archbifhop; and can-» 
not lengthen this. Henceforth I will writo 
fomething every day to MD^ and make it a 
fort of journal ; and when it is full, I will 
fend it whether MD writes or no -, and fa 
that will be pretty : and I (hall always be in 
converfation with MDj and MD with Prejio. 
Pray make Parvifol * pay you the ten pounds 
immediately; fo I ordered him. They tell 
me I am grown fatter, and look better ; and, 
on Monday y Jervas is to retouch my plfture. 
I thought I faw Jack Temple and his wife 
pafs by me to-day in their coach j but I took 
no notice of them. I am glad I have wholly 
fhaken off that family -f-. Tell the provoft :|: 
I have obeyed his commands to the duke of 

Stella^ it was thought more convenient to let it remain 
a cypher in its original (late. 

* The Dr.'s agent at Lara cor. 

t It never has yet appeared to the publick what gave 
rife to this great coolnefs between the Temple family and 
Dr. Swlfu 

X ^x. Prati^ afterwards dean of I)awm. 

Ormond j 
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Ormondy or let it alone, if you pleafe- I Taw 
Jemmey Leigb X juft now at the Coffee-houfey 
who afked after you with great kindnefs : he 
talks of going in a fortnight to Ireland. My 
Tcrvice to the dean §, and Mrs. Walls jfnd 
her archdeacofi. JVill Frankland'% wife is 
near bringing to-bed, and I have promifed 
to chrifteri the child- I fancy you had my 
Chejier letter the Ttuefday after I writ. I prc- 
iented Dr. Raymond to lord Wharton zlCheftcr. 
Pray let me know when Joe gets his mo- 
ney ^. It is near ten, and I hate toYend by 
the bell-man. MD fhall have a longer let- 
ter in a week, but I fend this only to tell I 
am fafc in London ; and fo farewel, &c. 

% A gentleman of fortune ift the county of Wexmeafb^ 
in Ireland^ whofe name often occurs in thefe letters^ 
He was well acquainted with Sulla^ and feems to have 
bad a great eftecm fof her merit and accomplifhments. 

§ Dr. Stetniy dean of St. Patrick's^ Dublin. 

If This money was a pramium the government had 
promfifed hirti for his Mathematical Sleaing Tables^ cal- 
culated for the improvement of the linen manufad^or))', 
which were afterwards printed, and are flill highly 
regarded. 
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LETTER III. 

London, Sept. 9, I7i0. 

F T E R feeing the duke of Ormond, 
dining with Dr. Cockburn, paffing fome part 
of the afternoon with fir Matthew Dudleys 
and Will Frankland, the reft at 5/. James s. 
Coffee-houfe^ I came home and writ to the. 
archbifliop oi Dublin and MD^ and am going 
to bed. I forgot to tell you, that I begged 
^ill Frc^nkland to ftand Manleys || friend 
with his father in this (baking feafon for 
places* He told me his father was in dangei; 
to be out ; that feveral were now foliciting 
for Manley's place ; that he was accufed of 
opening letters ; that fir Thomas FrankJand 
would facrifice every thing to fave himfelf j 
and in that I fear Manley is undone, (Sc. 

10. To-day I dined with lord Mountjoy 
at Kenjington ; faw my miftrefs, OpJoy But^ 
lets wife, who is grown a little charmle/s. 
I fat till ten in the evening with Addifon^ 
and Steele : Steele will certainly lofe his Ga- 
zetteers place, all the world detefting his 
engaging in parties. At ten I went to the 

Ipofee-hou/e, hoping to find lord Radnor^ 

> 

y Manlfy jras poft-nurfler-gcncral of Ireland. 

whon^ 



( -9 ) 

whom I had not fcen. He was there ; and 
for an hour and a half we talked treafoa 
heartily againft the Whigs, their bafenefs and 
ingratitude. And I am come home rolling 
refentments in my mind, and framing fchemes 
of revenge : full of which (having written 
down fome hints) I go to bed. I am afraid 
MD dined at home, becaufe it is Sunday ; 
and there was the little half-pint of wine : 
for God's fake be good girls, and all will be 
well. Ben I'ookeX was with me this morn- 
ing. 

II. Seven morning, I am rifing to go 
to yervas to finifli my pidlure, and 'tis (ha- 
ving day, fo good morrow MD i but don't 
keep me now, for I can't ftay ; and pray 
dine with the dean, but don't fofe your mo- 
ney. I long to hear from you, &c. — Ten 
at night. I fat four hours this morning to 
yervasy who has given my pidlure quite 
another turn, and now approves it entirely; 
but wc muft have the approbation of the 
town. If I were rich enough, 1 would get 
a copy of it and bring it over. Mr. Addifon 
and I dined together at his lodgings, and I 
fat with him part of this evening i and I 

t The Doaor's bookfcUer. 

am 
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am now come home to write an hour. Pa-- 
trick obferves that the rabble here are much 
more inquifitive in politicks, than in Ire^ 
la?id. Every day we exped: changes, and 
the Parliament to be diflblved. Lord JVbar^ 
ton expeds every day to be out : he is work- 
ing like a horfe for eledlions ; and, in fhort, 
I never faw fo great a ferment among all 
forts of people. I had a miferable letter 
from Joe laft Saturday^ telling me Mr, 
Pratt ^ rcfufes payment of his money. I 
have told it Mr. Addifon^ and will to lord 
Wharton \ but 1 fear with no fuccefs. How- 
ever, I will do all I can. / 

1 2. To-day I prefented Mr. Ford to the 
duk€ of Ormond\ and paid my firft vifit to 
lord-prefidcnt -f-, with whom I had much 
difcourie ; but put him always off when he 
began to talk of lord Wharton in relation 
to me, till he urged it : then I faid, he 
knew I never expedled any thing from lord 
Wharton^ and that lord Wharton knew that 
I undcrftood it fo. He faid that he had writ* 
ten twice to lord Wharton about me, who 
both times faid nothing tt all to that part 

♦ Vice-trcafurer of Ireland^ 
t Lord Somcrsn 
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of his tetter. I am advifed not to meddle in 
the affair of the Firji^ Fruits, tfU thii hurry 
is a Ihtk over^ which ftill depends^ and we 
are all in the darkv Lord-prefidcAt tokl mo 
he expeftd every day to he out, and has done 
fo thefe two months. I proteft upon my 
life,- I am heartily weary of this town^ and 
Wi^x I had never ilirred. 

13. I went this morning to the city to 
fee Mr. Stratford the Hamburgh merchant, 
tny old ichool-fellow ; but calling at BuW^ 
on Ludgaie-hilh he forced me to his houfe 
at Hampjiead to dinner among a great deal of 
ill company ; among the reft Mr. Hoadley *, 
the whig clergyman, fo famous for adting 
the contrary part to Sachevenll : but to-- 
morrow I defign again to fee Stratford. I 
was glad, however, to be at Hampjiead, 
where I faw lady Lucy and Moll Stanhope. I 
bear very unfortunate news of Mrs. Long ; 
Om and htx comrade have broke up houfe, 
and fhe is broke for good and all, and it 
gone to the country : 1 fliould be extremely 
^rry if this be true. 

14. To-day I ikyf Patty Rolty who heard 
I Was in town i and I dined with Stratford 

• Dr. Benjamin Hoadley^ afterwards bifhop of /if7«. 
ibtfftr. 7 

w at 
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at a merchant's in the city, where I drank 
the firft Tockay wine I ever faw ; and it is 
admirable, yet not to the degree I expedled. 
Stratford is worth a plumb, and is now lend* 
ing the Government forty thoufand pounds ; 
yet we were educated together at the fame 
fchool and univerfity. We hear the chan- 
cellor is to be fuddenly out, and fir Simon 
Harcourt to fucceed him : I am come early 
* home, not caring for the coffce-houfe. 
1 5. To-day Mr. Addifon^ colonel Freind and 
I went to fee the million lottery drawn at 
GuildhalL The jackanapes of blue-coat boys 
gave themfelvcs fuch air? in pulling out the 
tickets, and (hewed white hands open to the 
company, to let us fee there was no cheat. 
We dined at a country-houfe near Chelfea^ 
where Mr. Addtfon often retires; and to- 
night, at the Coffee-houfe^ we hear fir Simon 
Harcourt is made lord-keeper ; fo that now 
we expedt every moment the Parliament will 
be diflblved; but I forgot that this letter 
will not go in three or four days, and that 
my news will be dale, which I fhould there- 
fore put in the laft paragraph. Shall I fend 
this letter before I hear from M'D^ or (hall I 
keep it to lengthen ? I have not yet k^n 
Stellas mother, becaufe I will not fee lady 

qifardi 
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Giffardi but I will contrive to go there when 
lady Giffard is abroad. I forgot to mark my 
two former letters ; but I remember this is 
Number 3, and I have not yet had Number i 
from MD ; but I ihall by Monday ^ which I 
reckon will be juft a fortnight after you had 
my firft. I am refolved to bring over a great 
deal of china. I loved it mightily to-day. 
What fhaU I bring ? 

16. Morning. Siv John Holland^ comp- 
troller of the houfhold^ has fent to deiire my 
acquaintance ; I have a mind to refufe him 
becaufe he is a JVhig^ and will, I fuppofe, 
be out among the reft ; but he is a man 
of worth and learning. Tell me, do you 
like this journal way of writing ? Is it not 
tedious and dull? 

Night. I dined to-day with a coufin, a 
printer, vfhtn Patty Rolt lodges, and then 
came home, after a vifit or two ; and it has 
been a very infipid day. Mrs. Longs misfor- 
tune is confirmed to me ; bailiffs were in her 
houfe; (he retired to private lodgings ; thence 
to the country, no-body knows where : her 
friends leave letters at fome inn, and they 
are carried to her i and (he writes anfwers 
without dating them from any place. I 
fwear it grieves ma to the foul. 

17. To- 
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J7. To-day I dined fix miks out of townj 
tvjth Will Pate the learaed woollen-drapery 
Mr. Stratford went with me : fix miles hecc 
is aodiwng : we left Pate after fun-fct, jand 
were here before k was dark. This letter 
ihall go Oft Tuefday^ whether I hear from 
MD or no. My health continues pretty 
well ; pray God Stella may give me a good 
account of hers : and I hope you are now 
«t Trwtp or foon defiguing it. i was difap- 
pointed to-night : the fellow gave me a let- 
ter, and I hoped to fee little MUs hand ^ 
and it was only to invite me /to a venilbn 
pafty to-day : fo I Jofi: my paRy into the bar- 
gain. Pox on theie declining courtiers ! 
Here i% Mr. Brydges the paymafter-general 
defiring my acquaintance i but I hear the 
^ueen fent lord Shrew/bury to aflure him he 
may fceep his place ; ^nd he promifes me 
great affiftance in the affair of the Firft-^ 
Fruits. Well, I muft turn over this leaf to- 
night, though the fide would hold another 
line J but pray confider this is a v^hole flieet ; 
k holds a plaguy deal, and you muft be con- 
tent to be weary ; but I'll do fo no more. 
Sir Simon Harcourt is made attorney-general, 
and not lord-keeper. 

18. To- 
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i8. To-day I dined with Mr. Stratford at 
Mr. jiddifons retirement near Chelfea ; then 
came to town ; got home early, and begun a 
letter to the Tatler about the corruptions of 
ftyle and writing, &c. and having not heard 
from you, am refolved this letter fhall go 
to-night. [Lord Wharton was fcnt for to 
town in mighty hafte, by the duke of De- 
vonpire : they have fome projedl in hand i 
but it will not do, for every hour we expe6t 
a thorough revolution, and that the Parlia^ 
ment will be diflblved. When you fee "Joe, 
tell him lord Wharton is too bufy to mind 
any of his affairs ; but I will get what good 
offices I can from Mr. Addifon, and will 
write to-day to Mr. Pratt ; and bid Joe not 
to be difcour^ged, for I am confident he 
will get the money under any governijient ; 
but he muft have patience. 

19. I have been fcribbling this morning, 
and I believe /hall hardly fill this fide to-- 
day, but £end it as it is; and it is gpod 
enough for naughty girls that won't writ^ tp 
a body, and to a good hoy like PreJIo, I 
thoa^t to have fent this to-zught, but wa^s 
kept by company, ajod could not ; aad, to 
i^y the truth, 1 had a little miad to exped 

one 
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one poft more for a letter from MD. Ye- 
fterday at noon died the carl of ^ngle/ey, the 
great fupport of the Tories ; fo that employ- 
ment of vice-treafurer of Ireland is again va- 
cant. We were to have been great friends, 
and I could hardly have a lofs that could 
grieve, me more. The bifliop of Durham 
died the fame day. The duke of Ormondes 
daughter was to vifit me to-day at a third 
place by way of advance, and I am to re- 
turn it to-morrow. I have had a letter from 
lady Berkeley^ hegging me for charity to 
come to Berie/ey^aftle, for company to my 
lord, who has been ill of a dropfy ; but I 
cannot go, and muft fend my excufe to-mor- 
row. I am told, that in a few hours there 
will be more removals. 

20. To-day I returned my vifits to the 
duke's daughters ; the infolent drabs came 
up to my very mouth to falute me ; then I 
heard the report confirmed of removals ; my 
lord-prefident Somers ; the duke of Devon- 
/hire, lord-fteward; znd Mr. Boyle, fccretary 
of ftate, are all turned out to-day. I never 
remember fuch bold fteps taken by ^Court : 
I am almoft fhocked at it, though I did not 
care if they were all hanged. We are afto- 
niflied why the Parliament is not yet dif- 
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folved, and why they keep a matter of thai 
importance to the laft. We ftiall have ^ 
ftrange Winter here between the ftruggles 
of a cunning provoked difcarded party, and 
the triumphs of one in power ; of both 
which I (hall be an indifferent fpedlator, and 
return very peaceably to Irelandy when I have 
done my part in the affair I a;m entrufted 
with, whether it fucceeds or no. To-mor- 
row I change my lodgings in Pal/- mail for 
One in Bury-ftreet^ where I fuppofe I (hall 
continue while I flay irt London. If any 

thing happens to-morrow I will add it. • 

Robins Coffee-houje. We have great news 
juft now from Spain j Madrid taken, and 
Pampeluna. I am here ever interrupted. 

2 1 . I have juft received your letter, which 
I will not anfwer now ; God be thanked all 
things are fo well. I find you have not yet 
had my fecond : I had a letter from Parvi^ 
Jbl, who tells me he gave Mrs. fFa//s a bill 
of twenty pounds for me, to be given to you ; 
but you have not fent it. This night the 
Parliament is diflblved: great news from 
Spain; king Charles and Stanhope are at 
Madrid, and count Staremberg has taken 
Pampeluna. Farewel. This is from Std 
^amess Coffee-houfe. I will begin my an- 

VoL.IV. G ' fwer 
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fwcr to your lettei; to-night; but not fend 
it this week. Pray tell me whether you 
like this journal way of writing. — I doif t 
Irke your reafons for not going to Trim. 
Farvifol tells me he can fell your horfe ; fell 
it with a pox ? Pray let him knoW that he 
fhall fell his foul as foon. What ? fell any 
thing that Stella loves, and may fometimes 
ride ? It is hers, and let her do as (he pleafes: 
pray let him know this by the firft that you 
know goes to Trim. Let him fell my grey,, 
and be hanged. 
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LETTER IV. 

London, Sept. 21, 1710. 

ERE muft I begin another letter, on- 
a whole fheet, for fear fawcy little MT> 
thould be angry, and think much that the 
paper is too little. I had your letter this 
night, as I told you juft and no more in my 
Jaft; for this muft be taken up in anfwer- 
ing yours, faucebox* I believe I told you 
where I dined to-day; and to-morrow I go 
out of town for two days to dine w^th the 
fame company on Sunday ; Molcfivortb the 
Florence envoy, Stratford^ and fome others. 
I heard to-day that a gentlewoman from lady 

Glffards 
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Giff'ard's houfe had been at the Cojfee-houje 
to^ enquire for inc. It was Stella's mother^ 
libppofe, I (hall fend her a penny-poft let- 
ter to-morrow, and contrive to fee her with- 
out hazarding feeing lady Giffard^ which I 
will not do until flie begs my pardon. 

22. I dined to-day at Hamfjiead with 
lady Lucyt &c. and when I got home found' 
a letter from yoe^ with one inclofed to lord 
WbartKniy which I will fend to his excellency j, 
and fecond it as well as I can \ but to talk 
of getting the queen's order, is ajefl:. Things 
are in fuch a combuftion here, that lam ad- 
. vifed not to meddle yet in the affair I am 
upon, which concerns the clergy of a whole 
kingdom; and does he think any body will 
trouble the queen about y^?^? We fhall, I 
hope, get a recommendation from the lord 
lieutenant to the truftees for the linen bu- 
finefs, and 1 hope that will do; and fo I will 
Write to him in a few days, and he muft 
have patience. This is an anfwer to part of 
your letter as well as his. I lied, it is to- 
morrow I go to the country, and I won't an- 
fwer a bit more of your letter yet. 

23* Here is fuch a ftir and buftle wit!i 

this little MD of ours ; I muH: be writing 

every night; I can't go to- bed without a 
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word to them; I can't put out my candle 
• till I have bid them good night : O Lord^ 

Lord! Well, I dined the firft time, to- 
day, with Will Frankland and his Fortune: 
fhe IS not very handfome. Did I not fay I 
would go out of town to-day; I hate lying 
abroad and clutter ; I go to-morrow in 
Frankland's chariot, and come back at night. 
Lady Berkeley has invited me to Berkeley^ 
cafiky and lady Betty Germain to Drayton in 
NorthamptonJJjire, and Til go to neither. 
Let me alone, I muft finifli my pamphlet. 

1 have fent a long letter to Bickcrjlaff: let 
the bifliop of Clogher fmoak it if he can. 
Well, rU write to the bilhop oiKillala ; but 
you might have told him how fudden and 
unexpefted my journey was though. Deuce 

take lady «S ; and if I know D y^ 

he is a ravvboned.-faced fellow, not hand- 
fome, nor vifibly fo young as you fay : flic 
facrifices two thoufand pounds a year, and 
keeps only ii^ hundred. Well, you have 
had all my land journey in my fecond let- 
ter, and fo much for that. So, you have 
got into FreJlo\ lodgings ; very fine, truly ! 
We have had a fortnight of the moft glo- 
rious weather on earth, and ftill continues : 
I hope you have made the beft of it. Bah 

lygalL 



(21 ) 

7};^all will be a pure good place /or air, if 
Mrs. jijhe makes good her promife. Stella 
writes like an emperor : I am afraid it hurts 
your eyes; take. care of that pray, pray Mrs. 
Stella. Can't you do what you will with 
your own horfe ? Pray don't let that puppy 
P^rvifol fell him. Patrick is drunk about 
three times a week, and I bear it, and he 
has got the better of me ; but one of thefe. 
days I wull pofitively turn him off to the 
wide world, when none of yoCi are by to in- 
tercede for him. — Stuff — how can I get her 
hufband into the Charter-boufe? get a — into 
the Chart er-hoitfc. — Write conftantly! Why, 
firrah, don't I \yrite every day, and fome- 
times twice a day to MD ? Now I have an- 
fwered all your letter, anJ the reft muft be 
as it can be : fend me my bill. Tell Mrs. 
Brent * what I fay of the C barter- houfe. I 
-think this enough for one night ; and fo 
farewel till this time to-morrow. 

24. To day I dined fix* miles out of town 
at fVill Pdtes, with Stratford, Fran/dand, 
and the Molefivortb^y and came home at 
night, and was weary and lazy. I can fay 
po more now, but good night. 

* The Doflor's houfckecper. 
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25- I was fo lazy to-day that I dined at 
next door|., ancj have fat at home fince fix, 
writing to the bifliop o^Cloghcr^ dean Sterne^ 
and Mr. Manley : the laft, becaufe I arri in 
fear for him about his place, and havd fciit 
him my opinion, what I and his other friends 
here think he ought to do. I hope he v^ill' 
take it well. My advice was, To keep as 
much in favour as poffible with fir Ti>omas 
Frankland, his mafter here. 

26. Smoak how I widen the margin by 
lying in bed when I write. My bed lies on 
the wrong fide fur me, fb that I arii forced 
often to write when I am up. Manley you 
muft know has had people putting in for 
his place already; and has been complained 
of for opening letters. Remember that laft 
Sunday y September 24, 1710, was as hot as 
Midfummer. This was written in the morn- 
ing; 'tis now night, and Vrejio in bed. 
Here's a clutter, I have gotten AfD's fecond 
Jetter, and I muft anfwer it here. I gave 
the bill to T^ooke^ and fo — Well, I dined to- 
day with fir "yohn Holland the comptroller, 
and fat with him till eight ; then came home 
and.fent my letters, and writ part of a lam- 

X This muft hayc been at Mrs. Vanhomnghh. 
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poon §, which goes on very flow, and now. 
I am writing to fawcy MD ; no wonder, in- 
deed, good boys muft write to naughty girls, 
I han't feen your mother yetj my penny- 
poft letter, I fuppofe, mifcarried : I will 

write another. Mr. S came to fee me; 

and faid M was going to the country 

next morning with her huftjand (who I find, 
is a furly brute) fo I could only 4-fire my 
fervice to her. 

27. To-day all our company dined at Wi!/ 
Frani/and's, with Steele and AdJron too. 
This is the firft rainy day fince I came to 
town ; ' I can't afford to anfwer your letter 
yet. Morgariy the puppy, writ me a long 
letter to defire I \vould recommend him for 
puffe-bearer or fecretary to the next lord- 
chancellor that would come with thp niext 
governor. I will not Anfwer hitn ; bqt beg; 
you will fay th^fe words to his father Fiay- 
monl'^y or any body that will tell him : that 
Dr. Swift has received his letter, and woulc^ 
be very ready to ferve him, but cannot do it 
in what he defircs, becaufe he has no fort of 

§ This was. The Virtues of S;Wiifo7;^/, the Magi- 
cian's Rod. 

* Dr. Raymofid is only called bis father, becaufe he 
-efpoufcd Mr. Morgan % intcreil with ail his power. 
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intereft in the perfons to be applied to, 
Thefe words you may write, and let jfoej of 
Mr. fVarburton -f-, give them to him : a pox 
on him ! However, 'tis by thefe fort of 
ways that fools get preferment. I muft not 
Old yet, becaufe I can't fay good night with- 
out lofing a line, and then MD would fcold ; 
but now, good night. 

28. I have the fineft piece oi Brazil to- 
l>acco for Dingley that ever was born. You 
talk of Leigh ; why he won't be in Dui/irf 
thefe two months : he goes tp the country, 
then returns to London, to fee how the world 
goes here in Parliament. Good night, fir- 
rahs j no, no, not night; I writ this in the 
morning, and looking carelefly I thought it 
had been of laft night. I dined to-day with 
Mrs. Barton alone at her lodgings, where 

fhe told me for certain that lady S was 

with child when (he was laft in England^ 
and pretended a tympany, and faw every 
body ; then difappeared for three weeks, her 
tympany was gone, and fhe looked like a 
ghoft, Gfc. No wonder (he married when 
ihe was fo ill at containing. Cpnolly is out, 
and Mr. Roberts in his place, who lofes a bet- 
^r here, but was formerly a commiffioner 

+ The Doftor's curate at Laracor. 
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in Ireland. That employment coft ConolPf 
three thoufand pounds to lord Wharton -j io 
he has made one ill bargain in his life. 

29. I wifli MD a. merry Michaelmas. I 
dined with Mv^Addifon^ zxiAJervas the pain- 
ter, at Addifon\ country place j and then 
came home, and writ more to my lampoon. 
I made a Tatler fince I came : gjaefs which 
it is^ and whether the bifliop of CJogher^ 
fmoaks it. I faw Mr. Sterne to-day : he 
will do as you order, and I will give hinj 
chocolate for Stellas health. He goes not 
thefe three weeks. I wifli I could fend it 
fome other way. So now to your letter, 
brave boys. I don't like your way of faving 
(hillings : nothing vexes me but that it does 
not make Stella a coward in a coach. I 
don't think any lady's advice about my ear 
fignifies two-pence : however I will, ir> 
compliance to you, aflc Dr. Cockburn* Rad- 
cliff'e I know not, and Bernard I never fee* 
IValls will certainly be ftingier for feven 
years, upon pretence of his robbery. So 
Stella puns again ; why, 'tis well enough ; 
but ril not fecond it, though I could 
piake a dozen : I never thought of a pun 
^nce I left Ireland. — Bifliop of Clogher% 
]>\\\ f Why, he paid it me ; do you think I 

was 
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was fuch a fool to go without It ? As for 
the four fliillings, I will give you a bill oa 
Pam)ifol for it on t'other fide this paper ; and 
pray tear off the two letters 1 fhall write to 
him and Joey or let Dingley tranfcribe and 
fend them ; though that to Parvifoh I be- 
lieve, he muft have my hand for. No, no, 
ril eat no grapes; 1 ate about fix t'other 
day at fir John Holland's ; but would not 
give fix-pence for a thoufand, they are fo 
bad this year. Yes, faith, I hope in God 
Prejlo and MD will be together this time 
twelvemonth : What then ? Laft year I fup- 
pofe I was at Laracor -, but next I hope to 
cat my Michaelmas goofe at my two little 
goofes' lodgings. 1 drink no aile (I fup- 
pofe you mean ale J but yet good wine every 
day, of five and fix (hillings a bottle. O 
Lord, how much Stella writes : pray don't 
carry that too far, young women, but be 
temperate to hold out. To-morrow I go 
to Mr. Harley. Why j fmall hopes from the 
duke of Ormond : he loves me very well, I 
bqlieve, and would, in my turn, give me 
fomething to make me eafy; and 1 have 
good intereft: among his beft friends. But 
1 don't think of any thing further than the 
bufincfs I am upon : you fee I writ to Manley 

before 
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before I hacj your letter, and 1 fear he will 
be out. Yes, Mrs. Owl, Bligbes corpfe came 
to Gbejter wheil I was there, and I told you 
fo hi my lettter, or forgot it. I lodge in 
Bury-fireet^ where I removed a week ago. 
I have the firfl: flgor, a dining-room, and 
bed-chapiber, at eight fhillings a week ; 
plaguy deep, but I fpend nothing for eating, 
never go to a tavern, and very feldom in a 
coach ; yet after all it will be expenfive. 
Why do you tfouble yourfelf, Miftrcfs Stella^ 
about my injirument ? I have the fame the 
^rchbifhop gave me; and it is as good now 
the bi(hops are away. The dean friendly; 
the dean be poxt : a great piece of friendship 
indeed, what you heard him tell the bifhop 
of Clogber ; I wonder he had the face to talk 
fo ; but he lent me money, and that's enough. 
Faith I would not fend this thefe four days, 
only for writing to Joe and Parvifol. Tell 
the dean, that when the bilhops fend mc 
any pacquets, they muft not write to me at 
Mr. Steele Si but diredt for Mr. Steele^ at 
his office at the Cockpit ; and let the inclofcd 
be di reded for me : that miftake coft mc 
eighteen- pence t'other day. 

30. I dined with Stratford to-day, but am 
not to fee Mr. Harley till Wednefday : 'tis 

late. 
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late, and I fend this before there is occafion 
for the bell ; becaufe I would have "^oe have 
his letter, and Parvifol too; which you muft 
fo contrive as not to coft them double portage, 
J can fay no more, but that I am, £sfr. 
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LETTER V. 

London, Sept 30, 1710. 

A N'T I brought myfelf into a fine prc^ 
munire to begin writing letters in whole 
flieets, and now I dare not leave it off. I 
can't tell whether you like thefe journal let- 
ters : I believe they would be dull to me to 
read them over; but, perhaps, little MD is 
pleafed to know how Prejlo pafles his time 
in her abfence. I always begin my laft the 
fame day I ended my former. I told you 
where I dined to-day at a tavern with5/r/z/- 
ford: Lewisy who is a great favourite of 
Har/ey's, was to have been with us ; but he 
was hurried to Hampton-courtj and fent his 
cxcufe ; and that next Wed^iefday he would 
introduce me to Harley. 'Tis good to fee 
what a lamentable confeffion the Whigs all 
make me of my ill ufage : but I mind them 
Dot. I am already reprefented to Harley as a 
(Jifcon tented perfon, that was ufed ill for 
pot being Whig enough ; and I hope for good 
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nfngc from him. Ths Tcrks dryly tell mei 
1 may make my fortune, if I pieafe ; but 
I do not underftand them, or rather, I do 
underfland them. 

0£f. I . To-day I dined at Molefworth\^ 
the Florence envoy ; and fat this evening 
with my friend Darteneufj whom you have 
heard me talk of; the greateft punner of 
this town next myfelf. Have you fmoakt 
the Tatler that I writ ? It is much liked 
here, and I think it a pure one. To-mor- 
row I go with Delaval the Portugal envoy, , 
to dine with lord Halifax near Hampton'^ 
court. Your Manlefs brother, a parliament- 
man here, has gotten an employment; and 
I am informed ufes much intereft to preferve 
his brother : and, to-day, I fpoke to the elder 
Frankland to engage his father, (poft-mafter 
here) and I hope he will be fafe, although 
he is cruelly hated by all the I'orles of /r^- 
land. I have almoft iinifhed my lampoon, 
and will print it for revenge on a certain great 
perfon *. It has coft me but three fhillings 
in meat and drink fince I came here, as thin 
as the town is. I laugh to fee myfelf fo dif- 
cngaged in thefe revolutions. Well, I muft 

♦ The carl of Godolphin. 
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leave off and go write to fir John -Stanley^ td 
defire him to engage lady Hyde as my mif-^ 
trefs to engage lord Hyde in favour of Mr^ 
Pratt. 

2. Lord Halifax was at Hampton-court at 
his lodgings, and I dined with him there 
with MethueUt and De/ava/, and the late at- 
torney*general. I went to the drawing-room 
before dinner, (for the queen was at Hamp^ 
tqn^court) and expedled to fee nobody ; but 
I met acquaintance enough. I walked in the 
gardens, faw the cartons of Rap/jael, and 
other things, and with great difficulty got 
from lord Ha/ifax, who would have kept 
me to-morrow to (hew me his houfe and 
park, and improvements. We left Hampton- 
court at fun-fet, and got here in a chariot 
and two horfes time enough by ftar-light. 
That's fomething charms me mightily about 
London ; that you go dine a dozen miles off in 
OSiober^ ftay all day, and return fo quickly: 
you cannot do any thing like this in Dub-^ 
//>r *f-. I writ a fecond penny-poft letter tt) 
your mother, and hear nothing of her. Did 

+ When this letter was written there were no turn- 
pike roads in Ireland: but the cafe now is quite altered^ 
and you may dine any where as far from Dublin^ and re-* 
turn as quickJ)r» as you can fVom London. 
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I tell you that earl Berkeley died laft Sunday 
was fe'nnight, at Berkeley-cafile^ of a dropfy ? 
Lord Halifax began a health to me to-day ; 
it was the RefurreStion of the Whigs, which 
I rcfufed unlefs he would add their Reformat' 
tion too : and I told him he was the only 
Whig in England I loved, or had any good 
opinion of. 

3. This morning Stellas fifter came to me 
with a letter from her mother, who is at 
Sbeene ; but will foon be in town, and will 
call to fee me : fliegave me a bottle of palfy 
water, a fmall one, and defired I would fend 
it you by the firft convenience, as I will ; 
and (he promifes a quart bottle of the fame: 
your fifter lookt very well, and feems a good 
modeft fort of girl. I went then to Mr. 
Lewis, firft fecretary to lord Dartmouth, 
and favourite to Mr. Harley, who is to intro- 
duce me to-morrow morning. Lewis had 
with him one Mr. Dyet, a juftice of peace, 
worth twenty thoufand pounds, a commif- 
fioner of the ftamp-office, and married to 
a fifter of fir Philip Meadows, envoy to the 
emperor. I tell you this, bccaufe it is odds 
but this Mr. Dyet will be hanged 5 for he 
is difcovered to have counterfeited flampt 
paper^ in which he was a commiflioner; 

and^ 
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and, with his accomplices, has cheated the 
queen of a hundred thoufand pounds. Vou* 
will hear of it before this come to you, but 
may be not fo particularly ; and it is a very 
odd accident in fuch a man. Smoak PreJIo 
writing news to MD. I dined to-day with 
icrd Mountjoy at Kenjington, and walked 
from thence this evening to town like an 
emperor. Remember that yefterday, OSio- 
ber 2, was a cruel hard froA:, with ice; and 
iix days ago 1 was dying with heat. As thin 
as the town is, I have more dinners than 
ever, and am aiked this month by fome peo- 
ple, without being able to come for pre- 
engagements. Well, but I fhould write 
plainer, when I coniider Stella can't read, 
and Dingley is not fo ikilful at my ugly 
hand. I had, to-night, a letter from Mr, 
Pratty who tells me, Joe will have his mo- 
ney when there are truftees appointed by 
the lord lieutenant for receiving and difpofing 
the linen fund ; and whenever thofe truftees 
are appointed, I will folicit whoever is lord 
lieutenant, and am in no fear of fucccciTing. 
So pray tell or write him word, and bid him 
not be caft down ; for Ned Soutfjv:ell and 
Mr. Addifon both think Vratt in the right. 

Don't 
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Don't lofe your money at ManJey's to-night, 
iirrahs. 

4, After I had put out my candle laft 
jiight, my landlady came into my room, with 
a fervant of lord Halifax^ to defire I would 
go dine with him at his houfe near Hampton^ 
court ; but I fent him word I had bufinefs 
of great importance that hindered me, &c. 
And, to-day, I was brought privately to 
Mr. Harley, who received me with the greateft 
refpedt and kindnefs imaginable : he has 
appointed me an hour on Saturday at four, 
afternoon, when I will open my bufinefs to 
him; which expreflion I would not ufe if 
I were a woman. I know you fmoakt it ; 
but I did not till I writ it. I dined to-day 
at Mr. DelavaPs, the envoy for Portugal, 
with Nic.Rowe the poet, and other friends ; 
and I gave my lampoon to be printed. I 
have more mifchief in my heart; and I 
think it fhall go round with them all, as 
this hits, and lean find hints. I am certain 
lanfwered your 2d letter, and yet I do not 
find it here. 1 fuppofe it was in my 4th : 
and why N. 2d, 3d ; is it not enough to fay, 
as I do, i> 2, 3 ? G?r. I am going to work 
at another Tat/er: I'll be far enough but I 
fay the fame thing over two or three times, 
; Vol. IV. D juft 



juft as I do when I am talking to little MDf 
but what care I ? they can read it as cafily 
as I can write it : I think I have brought 
thefc lines pretty ftraight again. I fear it 
will be long before I fifiifli two fides at this 
rate. Pray, dear MD, when I occafionally 
give you any little commiflion mixt widi 
my letters, don't forget it, as tliat to Morgan 
and Joey &c. fori write juft as I can remem- 
ber, otherwife I would put them aH toge- 
ther. I was to vifit Mr. Sterne to-day, and 
gave him your commiflion about handker- 
chiefs : that of chocolate I will do myfelf^ 
and fend it him when he goes, and you'll 
pay me when the giver's bread, &c. To- 
night I will read a pamphlet, to amufe my- 
fclf. God preferve your dear healths. 

5. This morning Delaval came to fee me, 
and we went together to Knellers *, who- 
was not in town. In the way we met the 
eledlors for parliament-men : and the rab- 
ble came about our coach, crying A Colt^ z 
Stanhope J &c. we were afraid of a dead cat, 
or our glafles broken, and fo were always of 
their fide. I dined again ztDe/avaFs; and 
in the evening, at the Coffee-hou/e, heard fir 

♦ Sk Go^fny Kne/Ur's, the painter. 

jinJrew 
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.j^^dMSb P^witnm was come to town. Qlhls 

.iias ibttn but an riniipid librt of day, and :I 

j^havejiothixigitottematfk upon it worth thrce- 

:pence : I hope .MD Jbad a better, with the 

'dean, therbiihop, m^Mt^.Walk. Why, the 

i^reafon yoa >loft ibur and eight-pence k'ft . 

^flight but one^Kt Manleyhy was becauie you 

tpktysed bad games : Ltook notice of fix that 

you4xtdrten to one^gaidftfyou : Would any 

but-;aws)d:lady go out twice ufon Maniiio, 

fBdj^Of wnd <two foidl ^diamonds ? Then in 

^at ^game of spades, you blundered when 

yeu<bad ten^ce; 0[ 'never fa w the like of 

you : eaiid now ^eu are in a huf becaufe I 

tell -you this. W^U, *here^s two ^and eight- 

'.pcnce ^half-penny towards your lofs. 

6. -Sir Andrew ^FountYtm came this "morn- 
ing, and caught me writing-in bed* I went 
•intothe citywith him ; and we dined at the 
'ViH>pJJbml/e^mihWilJ-Pdte,t^^^^ wool- 

IcnHdrapcr : *&cn we fauntered at Tbinn^ 
Jh0p5 and 'bookfellcrs; went to 'the tavern, 
Mkank twt) pints ^f white wine, and never 
'parted till tin : and now 1 am come^home, 
-and mitft'capy out Tome papers! intend for 
Mr. 4fiir/fy, Whom! am toTee, as I told you, 
no^morrow afcemoon ; fo th^t Biis night I 
Ifcill %diftte to MB, 'but that I lieartiiy 

D 3 wifh 
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wifh myfelf with them, and will come' aE§ 
foon as I either fail, or compafs my bufincfs. 
We now hear daily of elections ; and, in a 
lift I faw ycfterday of about twenty, there 
arc feven or eight more I'ories than in the 
laft Parliament ; fo that I believe they need 
not fear a majority, with the help of thofe 
who will vote as the Court pkafes. But I 
have been told, that Mr. Harley himfelf 
would not let the Tories be too numerous, 
for fear they fhould be infolent^ and kkjt 
againft him ; and for that reafon they have - 
kept feveral JVhigs in employments, who ex- 
pedted to be turned out every day ; as fir 
John Holland the comptroller,^ and many 
others. And fo get you gone to your cards, 
and your claret and orange, at the dean's, 
and ril go write. 

7. I wonder when this letter will be 
finiflied : it muft go by Tuefday, that's cer- 
tain ; and if I have one from MD before, 
I will not anfwer it, that's as certain too ! 
'Tis now morning, and I did not finifli my 
papers for Mr. Harl^ laft night ; for you 
muft underftand Prejlo was fleepy, and made 
blunders and blots. Very pretty that I muft 
be writing to young women in a morning 
frefli and faftinjg^, faith. Well, good mor- 
row 
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row to you; and fo.I go to bufincfs, and 
lay aiide this paper till night, iirrahs.>— At 
night. Jack How told Harley, that if there 
were a lower place in Hell than another, it 
was referved for his porter, who tells lies fo 
gravely, and with fo civil a manner. This 
porter I have had to deal with, going this 
evening at four to vifit Mr. Harky^ by his 
own appointment. But the fellow told me 
no lie, though I fufpedted every word he 
faid. He told me his mafler was juft gone 
to dinner^ with much company, and defired 
I would come 2Xi hour hence, which I did, 
expeding to hear Mr. Harley was gone out j 
but they had juft done dinner. Mr. Harley 
came out to me, brought me in, and pre*- 
fented to me his fon-in-law, lord Doblane * 
(or feme fuch name) and his own fon, and, 
among others. Will Penn the quaker : we 
iat two hours drinking as good wine as you 
do; and two hours more he and I alone; 
where he heard me tell my bufinefs; en- 
tered into it with all kindnefs ; afkt for my 
powers, and read them ; and read likewife a 
memorial I had drawn up «f, and put it in 

• Lord Duppltn. 

t See the colledion of Letters printed for DodHey 
tad others. No. 30* 

D 2 ha$ 
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his pocket' to ibew the queen ;, told me tli» 
meafuies be would take ;, and, imihorX;. faid 
every, thing I could' wifh^: told me he muft 
bring Mr. Sf. JpJlm (fecrotaryof fbajo) and* 
me acquainted ; md %oke fo. man^it thingt 
of perfonal kindnefs and: eftioeqf) fop me^. tbiati 
I am inclined half Xq, believe what ihrnor 
ftiends have told pie^ That* her would: do 
every thing to bring mp over. He has d^ 
fired to dine with me (fwhat ai ^omioai 
mifbake was that) I mean he has^ defired. mcr 
tb dine with him on I'uefda^;. and a&erfbui! 
hours being with him> fetrme down afc5/i 
^'ames s CoJ^'ee-boufe^ in a- hackney- coach* AJl 
tiiis ig odd and comical, if you confiderrhim 
^nd me. He knew my Chniftian name voiy, 
well. I could not forbear ikying thus mueb 
upon this matter, although* you will* thinb 
it tedious. But lU tell yo^.^ ysou: miidi 
know, 'tis fatal to me to be a fcoundncl an4 
a prince the fame day : for being to fed hiok 
at four, I could not engage myfelf to dinof 
at any friend's; fo I went tq 7b^>^ to ^iFe 
him a ballad and dine with him ; but he waa 
not at home: fo I was forced to go to a 
blind chophoufc, and dine for ten-pence 
upon gill-ale, bad broth, and three chops of 
inuttpn ; and then go reeking from thence 

to 
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to the firfl nuiuAer of flate. And now I anC 
gping in charity to fend. Stese/e a* Tatkr, who 
as very low of late. I drink I am civiller 
than I v&d to be ; and hare not ufed the ex- 
preflkmof fyou in Irdand) and: fwe in Eng- 
land) as I did when I was here before, to 
your great indignation; — They may talk of 
the you know what % y but> gad, if it had 
not been for that, I fliouid never have bcea 
able to get the:accefs Ihavehad ;. and if that 
helps me to fucceed, then thztjame thing 
will be ferviceablc to the church* But how 
far we mu(t depend upon new friends, I 
have learat by. long pra<2icc, though I think 
among great minifters» they arejuft as good 
as old ones. And fo I think this important 
day has made a great hole in this fide of 
the paper; and. the fiddle faddles of to- 
morrow and Monday will^ make up the refl ; 
and, befides^ L fhall fee HarJ^. on Tuefday 
before this letter goes^ 

X Thde wor&ftem to refer to tlie apprchcnGonthe 
mlhiftry were under, that £ii;/// would take part with 
their enemies, and therefore it was that HarUy would 
4]o every thing; to bring, him over. It is certain, that 
^iXQX Swift had become mtimate with the miniftry, they 
fi^Iy acknowledged to him in converfation, that he 
WM the only man in- England thty were afraid of. 

Da 8. I 
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8* I muft tell you a great piece of refine- 
ment oiHarley. He charged me to come to 
him often : I told him I was loth to trouble 
him in fo much bufinefs as he had, arid 
defired I might have leave to come at his 
levee; which he immediately refiifed, and 
faid. That was not a place for friends to come 
to. 'Tis now but morning, and 1 have got 
a foolifh trick, I muft fay'fomething to MD 
when I wake, and wi(h them a good mor- 
row ; for this is not 'a fliaving-day, Sunday^ 
fo I have time enough : but get you gone; 
you rogues, I muft go write : yes, 'twill vex 
me to the blood if any of thefe long letters 
fhbuld mifcarry : if they do,* i will (hrink 
to half fheets again; but then ^hat Will 
you do to make up the journal ? thefe will 
be ten days of Prejlds life loft; and that 
will be a fad thing, faith and troth: — At 
night, r was at a lofs to-day for a dinner; 
unlefs 1 would have gone a great way, fo I 
dined with fome friends that board here- 
about, as a fpunger; and this evening fir 
Andrew Fountain vfould needs have me go to 
the tavern, where, for two bottles of wine, 
Portugal and Florence y among' th?ee of us, 
we had fixteen fhillings to pay ;' but if ever 
he catches me fo again. Til ipend as many 
*' • ' ' poundsi 
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pounck } and therefore I have put it among 
my cxtraordinaries : but we had a neck of 
mutton dreft a la Maintenon^ that the dog 
could not eat : and it is now twelve o'clock, 
and I muft go fleep. I hope this letter will 
go before I have ikfD's third. Do you be- 
lieve me ? and yet, faith, I long for MU^ 
third too : and yet I virould have it to fay, 
that I writ five for two. I am not fond at all 
of St. James s Coffee-houfe^ as I ufed to be. 
I hope it will mend in winter ; but now they 
are dl out of town at elections, or not come 
from their country hoiifcs. Yefterday I was 
going with Dr. Garth to dine with Charles 
Main^ near the Tower ^ who has an employ- 
ment' there : he is of Ireland i the bifliop 
oiClogber knows him well : a:n honeft good- 
natured fejiow, a thorough hearty laugher, 
mightily beloved by the men of wit : his 
miftrefs' is never above a cook-maid. And 
fi), good night, &c. 

' 9. I dined to-day at fir John Stanley's i 
tny'lzdy Stanley is one of my favourites : I 
have as many here as the bifliop of Killala 
has in Ireland. I am thinking what fcurvy 
company 1 (hall be to .AfjD when I come 
back : they know every thing of me already : 
J will tell you no more, or I fliall have no- 
'^ '/ ' . thing 
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thing to lay,, no flory to telU nor any kind 
of thing. 1' was. very uneafy laft: night with- 
agjji; nafly,' filthy wine^ that turned, four on 
my ftonxachi I muA go to the tavern.: oh^ 
but I told youi that before. To-morrow I 
din« 2^HaHey's, and will finiih this letter at 
, my return^;, but I can write no more now, 
becaufe of the aichbifhop: faith.'tis true ; 
for I am going now to write to him. an^ ac« 
count o£ what I have done in the buiinef^ 
wlih.HarJey,:. and, faith, y^ung women, Tib 
tell. 3^)u. wbatyou^muft count upon,, that X 
never will writa one word on the third fide* 
in^ tbefe long, letters^ 

i.Q. PoorMiD's letter was'.lyingfo huddled 
up among paperfi I could not find it : I meaiii 
poor Pn^as letter; Well; I dined with Mr. 
jE£j/V^/ to-day^ and hopefome things will be: 
done-; but 1 mufr fayno.moro : and this let^ 
tep mufb be fent to the pofl'^houfe^. zaiintrtt 
by the bell-man. . I am to dine again tfaeror 
on SUfhh^. next*; I hope to fome good iiiue* 
Andfo now, foon as ev«r L can in bed^ £ 
mufl: begior mji 6th^ to MtDi as gravely aa 
if I had. not wfitten a word> this month : 
fine doings, faith. Methinks I don't write 
a$ I (hould^. becauie L am not in bed : fee 

the 
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A%j ugljf« mde. Une^ God Almighty; even 

bWk JfQUt, &f^. 

F^tb^» tfai& la a- whde. trratife,;, I'll, got 
fpckon- the lines. od3 ^'otber. Me^ Tve. racr- 

london^ Oft; la, 17x0. 

•!I)0, a8.I told yott. jpft now in the letter I 
fen(. half aor hour zgpy I dined with Mr. 
Bar/ey to-day:,,who grefentcd me.to the atr 
tpr/jeyrgpnenal. iin Simon. UarcmirU. witb 
luucli compliment qn.all: fides, €?c. Zfor/^y, 
tald.n)ii he had (hewn' my. memorial^ tp the 
qpeen», andfecQqdcd.it'. very heartily; ai^d ho 
ddfires me tQ dine with, him ag^in onSunr- 
day^ when he promifes to fettle it with her. 
maJQfty;^ before ihe name& a governor i and I 
pnitefb. L am in hapea it will be done, all 
but the forma,, by that time;, for he lovee 
the church: this is a popular thing, and he 
iprouldnothaye a governor (hare in it; and» 
bofides^. I am toldi by all\ hands, he has a 
inindt to. gain, me over. But in the letter I 
Wiit:laQrpoft (ye0enday) to.the archbiihop^ 

^ SfevcnCy-thrce lines In folio upon one page, and- 
■|iau?er7i iinallitraadv 

I did 
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I did not tcli him a fyllable of what Mr, 
narley faid to me laft night, becaufe he 
charged mc to keep it fccret ; fo I would not 
tell it to you, but that before this goes, I 
liope the fecret will be over. I am now 
writing my poetical Defcrtption of a Shower 
in London, and will fend it to the Tatler. 
This is the laft flieet of a whole quire I have 
written fince I came to town. Pray, now it 
comes into my head, will you, when you 
go to Mrs. WallSf contrive to know whe- 
ther Mrs. Wejley be in town, and ftill at her 
brother^s, and how fhe is in health, and 
whether fhe ftays in town. I writ to her 
firom Chejier^ to know what I fhould do with 
her note ; and I believe the poor woman 
is afraid to write to me : fo I muft go to 
my bufinefs, &c. 

I r. To-day at laft I dined with lord Mon-- 
trathy and carried lord Mountjoy and fir An^ 
drew Fountain with me ; and was looking 
ever them at ombre till eleven this evening 
Kke a fool : they played running ombre half 
crowns ; and fir Andrew Fountain won eight 
guineas of Mr. Coofe: fo I am come home 
kte, and will fay but little to MD this night. 
] have gotten half a bufhel of coals, and P^- 
trick, the extravagant whelp, had a fire ready 

for 
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for ilic ; but I pickt ofF the coals before I 
went to-bed. It is a fign London is now aa 
empty place, when it will not furnilh me 
with matter for above five or fix lines in a 
day* Did you finoak in my laft how I told 
you the very day and the place you were 
playing at ombre ? But I interlined and al- 
tered a little, after I had received a letter 
from Mr. Manley^ that faid you were at it in 
his houfe, while he was writing to me ; bat 
without his help I guefs'd within one day. 
Your town is certainly much more fociablc 
than ours. I have not feen your niother 
yet, ^c. 

12. I dined to-day with Dr. Garth and 
Mr. Addifon^ at the Devil tavern by Temple- 
bar^ and Garth treated \ and 'tis well I dine 
pvery day, elie I fhould be long^er making 
out my letters : for we are yet in a very dull 
ftate, only enquiring every day after new 
eledtions, where the Tories carry it among the 
new members fix to one. Mr. Addifon^ 
cleAion has paficd eafy a!id undifputed; 
and I believe, if he had a mind to be chofea 
king, he would hardly be refufed. An odd 
accident has happened at Cokhejier: one 
captain Lavallin coming from Flanders or 
Spain^ found his wife with child by a clerk 

of 
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bf Bo^arsCammansi <Krht>fe Tttfad<e> yoti kiioWi 

4t is to prdvent -ibmi&atioiis : and 'this'dleiic 

'was the very 'iante 'fellow Chat •maifc ^ dltii 

covery of 4>yiet's tioymvitkhing ^e ftamp 

paper. Laadllm has 1>Mn this ^fortn^ht 

'bunting after dieoeleik tomijiim; djutdfs 

felloe vtasccmftantlyjsmplc^ ^xxYscWptu* 

ifary about the ^ifco^f^ ^st 'tnaAt : the ^^vcife 

had made a ihift«) piatdh up '^liie bufineist 

alledgii^ that the '«knrk Ibad told ifasr dier 

hiifband was -dead, «nd 'o^ier excufcts ; hut 

t'other dsyiibmebody fdid ^jv^m'his'Ketfe 

:had ititrfgties tfdbre- he married her: 4ip<m 

which he goes down in a rage, fhodts iiis 

' wife throujg^h 4he head, -then lall« (ffi his 

iword; and, to inske «hen«iuer:ftfre,-at the 

fame dme difcbargds ^ piftol ^thnn^h iias 

own head, lauid 'died oti ihe (/pot, ihis'wife 

•furviving:himabdm two'hoars ; 'biltdn what 

drcumftances (jf -mind amd 'body -is tcrriUe 

'to imagine. •! ^have finiflied my 'poem -on 

"the Sbdwer, all bat the 'Jxginning, and^ain 

; going on with •rt^^ati^. They hast^iBtt 

neibout fif^ things on me fin^ -I came : I 

, hafve printed but -thtcie. One Advantage I 

iget by writing to you daily, 'or rather yott 

iget, is, thatlfliall'f^member nottoMMrrite 

^diefame thingsttviee-i -aind y«t I'fbar'IlKiva 

don^ 
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done it often iliieady : but TU mind and 
confine myfelf to the accidents of the day ; 
and <b ^fct you ^one to onabre, and be good 
gfrls, and faire your money, and be rich 
^gaiiift Prejlo comes, and write 'to me now 
and then : I am thiirfdng 4t would be a 
pretty thing to iiear fometknes from lawcy 
MD 5 but dorft hurt your «yes, Stella,^ I 
cliargeyou* 

73.0 Lord, here's but a trifle df Tuy let- 
ter written yet ; what ihall Pre/io do for prii- 
tle pratde to entertain MDf The talk now 
grows frcftier of the duke oiOt^mond for Ir^-^ 
hnd^ though Mr. Aidipm fays he hears it 
will be in commilflion, and lord Callaway 
one. Thefe letters of mine are a fort df 
journal, where matters open by degrees; 
and, as I tell true or fdfe, you wHllind by 
the event whether my intelligence be good ; 
"but I don't care two-pence whether it be or 
no. — ^At night. To-day I was all about St. 
Paul\ and up at the lop like a fool, wffii 
"fir Andrew Fountain and two more; and 
(pent feven fliillings for my dinner Hkc a 
puppy : this is the fecond lime he has ferved 
me fo; but 111 never do it agtin, though 
all mankind Ihould perfuade me^ uncorifi- 
3 dering 
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dcring puppies! There's a young fellow 
here in town we are all fond of^ and about 
a year or two come from the univerfity, one 
Harriforif a little pretty fellow, with a great 
deal of wit» good fenfe^ and good nature ; 
has written foqpie mighty pretty things ; that 
in your 6th Mtfcellanea^ about the Sprig of 
an Orange^ is his : he has nothing to live 
on but being governor to one of the duke 
of ^eenjbury\ fons for forty pounds a year. 
The fine fellows arc always inviting him to 
the tavern, and make him pay his club. 
Henley is a great crony of his : they are of- 
ten at the tavern at fix or feven {hillings 
reckoning, and always makes the poor lad 
pay his full fhare. A colonel and a lord 
were at him and me the fame way to-night : 
I abfolutely refufed, and made Harrifon lag 
behind, and perfuaded him not to go to 
them. I tell you this, becaufe I fihd all rich 
fellows have that humour of ufing all people 
without any confideration of their fortunes ; 
but rU fee them rot before they (hall fervc 
me fo. Lord Halifax is always teazing mc 
to go down to his country houfe, which will 
cofl me a guinea to his fervants, and twelve 
(hillings coach hire; and he (hall be hanged 

firft. 
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fird. is not this a plaguy filly ftory ? But 
I am vext at the heart; for I love the 
young fellow, and am refolved to ftir up 
people to do fomcthing for him : he is a 
Whig^ and I'll put him upon fome of my 
caft Whigs ; for I have done with them, and 
they have, I hope, done with this kingdom 
for our time. They were fure of the four 
members for London above all places^ and 
they have loft three in the four. Sir Richard 
OnJloWf we hear, has loft for Surry \ and 
they are overthrown in moft places. Lookee, 
gentlewomen, if I write long letters, I muft 
write you news and ftuff, unlefs 1 fend you 
my verfes ; and fome I dare not ; and thole 
on the Shower in London I have fent to th? 
^atler^ and you may fee them in Ireland. I 
fancy youll fmoak me in the "Tatler I am 
going to write; for I believe I have told 
you the hint. I had a letter fent me to- 
night from fir Matthew Dudley^ and found 
it on my table when I came in. Becaufe it' 
is extraordinary I will tranfcribe it from be- 
ginning to end. It is as follows [Is the 
Devil in you ? 06i. 13, 17 10.] I would 
have anfwered every particular paflage in ir, 
only 1 wanted time. Here's enough for to- 
night, fuch as it is, &c. 

Vol. IV. E 14. Is 



( so ) 

14. I3 that tobacco at the top of the p^- 
pcr *, or what ? I don't remember I flob- 
bered. Lord, I dreamt of Stella, &c. fo con- 
fufcdly laft night, and that we faw dean Bol- 
ton and Sterne go into a fhop ; and jfhe bid 
me call them to her, and they proved to be 
two parfons I know not; and I walked with- 
out till (he was ftiifting, and fuch ftufF, 
mixt with much melancholy and uneafinefs, 
and things not as they fhould be, and I 
know not how ; and it is now an ugly 
gloomy morning. — At night. Mr. Addifon 
and I dined with Ned Southwell^ and walkt 
in the Park -, and at the Coffee-boufe I found 
a letter from the bifhop of Clogher, and a 
pacquet from MD. I opened the bifliop's 
letter ; but put up AID's, and vifited a lady 
juft come to town, and am now got into 
bed, and going to open your little letter : 
and God fend I may find MD well, and 
happy, and merry, and that they love Pre^o 
as they do fires. Oh, I won't open it yet ! 
yes I will ! no I won't; I am going; I can't 
flay till I turn over f : What (hall I do ? 

• The upper part of the letter was a little bc- 
ftneared with fome fuch ftufF; the mark is ftill on it. 

f That is, to the next page ; for he is now within 
three lines of the bottom of the firft. 

My 
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My fingers itch ; and now I have it in my 
left hand ; and now Til open it this very 
moment. — I have juft got it, and am crack- 
ing the feal, and can't imagine what's in it j 
I fear only fome letter from a bifliop, and 
it comes too late : I (hall employ nobody's 
credit but my own. Well, I fee tho^igh— 
Pfliaw, 'tis from fiv Andrew Fountain : What/ 
another ! I fancy this is from Mrs. Barton ; 
(he told me fhe would write to me ; but fhe 
writes a better hand than this : I wifh you 
would enquire; it muft be 2itDawfons of- 
fice at the Cajlle. I fear this is from Patty 
RoJt, by the fcrawl. Well, I'll read MD's 
letter. Ah, no ; it is from poor lady Berke- 
ley, to invite me to Berkcley-cajile this win- 
ter ; and now it grieves my heart : fhe fays 
{he hopes my lord is in a fair way of reco- 
very; poor lady. Well, now I go to Mi)'s 
letter: faith, 'tis all right; 1 hoped it was 
wrong. Your letter, N. 3, that 1 have now 
received, is dated Sept. 26, and Manley's 
letter>9 that I had five days ago^ was dated 
OSl. 3, that's a fortnight difference : I doubt 
it has lain in Steele s office, and he forgot. 
Well, there's an end. of that : he is turned 
out of his place ; and you muft dcfire thpfc 
who fend me pacquets, to inclofe them in 
£ 2 si 
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k paper direcfled to Mr. Addjjbn^ at Sf^ 
fames' % Ccffce-honfe : not common letters, 
but pacquets : the bifhop of Clogher may 
rTiCntion it to the archbirt^op when he fees 
him. As for your letter, it makes me mad : 
flidikins, I have been the bed boy in Chri^ 
'fiendomy and you come with your two eggs 
a penny. — Well; but ftay, I'll look over 
my book : adad, I think there was a chafm 
betvveen my A^. 2 and iV. 3. Faith, I won't 
promife to write to you every week; but 
ril write every night, and when it is full 
I will fend it ; that will be once in tea 
days, and that will be often enough : and 
if you begin to take up the way of writing 
to Prejloy only becaufe it is Tuefday, a Mon^ 
day bedad, it will grow a taflc ; but write- 
when you have a mind. — No, no, no, no^ 
no, no, no, no — x\gad, agad, agad, agad, 
.agad, agad ; no, poor Stcllakins. Slids, 1 
would the horfe were in your — chamber. 
Have no: 1 ordered Pcvvijol to obey your 
dircftions about him ^ And han't I faid in 
my former letters, that you may pickle him,, 
and boll him, if you will ? What do you 
trouble me about your horfes for? Have 
I any thing to do with them ? — Revolutions 
a hindrance to me in my bulincfs; Revolu- 
tions. 
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tlons — to mc in my bufinefs ? If it were not 
for the revolutions, I could do nothing at 
all; and now I have all hopes poflible, 
though one is certain of nothing j but to- 
morrow I am to have an anfwer, and am 
promifed an eiFedlual one. I fup- ofe I have 
faid enough in this and a former letter how 
I {land with new people; ten times better 
than ever I did with the old ; forty times 
xnore carefled. I am to dine to-morrow at 
Mr. Harley's ; and if he continues as he has 
begun, no man has been ever better treated 
by another. What you fay. about Stellas 
mother, I have fpoken enough to it already. 
I believe flie is not in town ; for I have not 
yet fcen her. My lampoon is cried up to 
thefkies; but nobody fufpefts me for it, 
except £ix Andrew Fountain : at lea ft they fay 
nothing of it to me. Did not 1 tell you of 
a great man who received me very cOldly ? 
That's he; but fay nothing; 'twas only a 
little revenge : Til remember to bring it 
over. The bifhop of Cloghcr has fmoaked 
my Trailer about fliortening of words, Gfc. 
But, Godfo*! G?r. 

* This appears to be an interjection of furprize at 
ihc length of his journal. 

E 3 ^5-1 
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1 5- I will write plainer if I can remem- 
ber it ; for Stella muft not fpoil her eyes, 
and Dingley can't read my hand very well j 
and I am afraid my letters are too long : 
then you muft fuppofe one to be two, and 
read them at twice. I dined to-day with 
Mr. Harley : Mr. Prior dined with us. He 
has left my memorial with the queen, who 
has confented to give the Firji Fruits and 
T'wentieth Pa^ts, and will, we hope, declare 
it to-morrow in the cabinet. But I beg 
you to tell it to no perfon alive ; for fo I 
am ordered, till in publick : and I hope to 
get fomething of greater value. After din- 
ger came in lord Peterborow : we renewed 
our acquaintance, and he grew mightily 
fond of me. They began to talk of a paper 
of verfes called SidHamet. Mr. Harley re- 
peated part, and then pulled them out, and 
gave them to a gentleman at the table to 
read, though they had all read them often : 
lord Peterborow would let nobody read them 
but himfclf : fo he did; and Mr. Harley 
bobbed me at every line to take notice of 
the beauties. Prior rallied lord Peterborow 
for author of them ; and lord Peterborow 
faid, he knew them to be his ; and Prior 
then turned it upoo me, and I on him. I 

am 
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atn not guefled at all in town to be the au- 
thor; yet fo it is : but that is a fecret only 
to you. Ten to one whether you fee them 
in Ireland i yet here they run prodigioufly. 
Harley prefented me to lord prefident of 
Scotland, and Mr. Benfony lord of the trea- 
fury. Prior and I came away at nine, and 
fat at the Smyrna till eleven, receiving ac- 
quaintance, 

J 6. This morning early I went in a chair, 
And Patrick before it, to Mr. Harlejy to 
give him another copy of my memorial, as 
he defired ; but he was full of bufinefs, 
going to the queen, and I could not fee 
him ; but he defired I would fend up the 
paper, and excuied himfelf upon his hurry. 
I was a little baulkt \ but they tell me it \% 
nothing. I (hall judge by next vilit. I tipt 
his porter with a half crown ; and fo I am 
well there for a time at leaft. I dined at 
Stratford\ in the city, and had Burgundy 
and Tpckay : came back afoot like a fcoun- 
drel ; then went with Mr. Addifon and fupt 
with lord Mountjoyy which made me fick 
all night. I forgot that I bought fix pound 
of chocolate for Stellay and a little wooden 
box : and I have a great piece of Brazil to- 
bacco for Dingley, and a bottle of palfy 
E 4 water 
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water for Stella : all which, with the twd 
handkerchiefs that Mr. Stefyje has bought, 
and you muft pay him for, will be put in 
th^W)^ direfied to Mrs. Curry Sy and fet by 
'1 ♦ HawkJhaWi whom 1 have not fecn ; but 
' erne has undertaken it. The chocolate is 
a prcfent, madam, for Stella.^ Don't read 
this, you little rogue, with your little eyes } 
but give it to Dinghy y pray now ; and Til 
write as plain as th^ ikies : and let Dingley 
write Stellas |:art, and Stella diftate to her, 
when fhe apprehends her eyes, Gfr. 

17. This letter (hould have gone this 
port, if I had not been taken up with bu- 
iincfs, and two nights being late out ; fo it 
muft ftay till I'hurfday. I dined to-day with 
your ^Vi Sterne, by invitation, and drank /r//& 
wine *; but, before we parted, there came 
in the prince of puppies, colonel E^giiwrtb -fi 

fo 

• Claret. 

f it is reported of this colonel Atnlrcfe Edgworth^ 
that he once made a vifit to one of his Brothers, who 
lived at the diiiance of about one day's journey from his 
houfe, and that he travelled to fee him with his led 
hoi fc, portniantuas, ^c. As foon as he arrived at his 
brother's, the portmantuns were unpacked, and three 
iuits of fine cloaths, one finer than another, hunj 
upon chairs in his bed-chaniber, toircther with his 
nightgown, and Ihaving-plate, difpo'ed in their proper 
p'.arcs. The iicxv rriorning, upon his coming down 
to bfi;akrart3, with his bcQis on^ his brotlur afkcd him 

Wh^;;§ 
» 
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Co I went away. Thia day came out the 
Tdtler made up wholly of my Shower, and 
a preface to it. They fay 'tis the beft thing 

where he propofed riding before dinner : I am g< 
directly home, faid the colonel. Lord ! faid his b 
ther, I thought you intended to ftay fome time with 
US. No, replied the colonel, I can't ftay with you at 
prefent ; I only juft came to fee you and my fifter, and 
muft return home this morning. And accordingly his 
cloaths, -feff. were packed up, and off he went. 

But what merit foever the colonel might have bad to 
boaft of, his fon Talbot Edgworth excelled him by at 
leaft fifty bars length. Talbot never thought of any 
thing but fine cloaths, fplendid furniture for his horfe, 
and exciting, as he flattered himfelf, univerfal admi- 
ration. In thefe purfuits he expended his whole in- 
come, which, at beft, was very inconfiderable : in 
other refpefts he cared not how he lived. To do him 
jufticc, he was an exceeding handfome fellow, well 
ihaped, and of a good heighth, rather tall than of the 
middle fize. He began very early in his life, even be- 
fore he was of age, to (hine forth in the world, and 
continued to blaze during the whole reign of G^^rg^^ the 
firft. He bethought himfelf very happily of one extra- 
vagance, well fuitedto his difpofition : he infiftcd uporf 
an cxclufive right to one board at Lucases Coffce-houfe^ 
where he might walk backwards and forwards, and 
exhibit his pcrfon to the gaze of all beholders; in 
which particular he was indulged almoft univerfally: 
but now and then fome arch fellow would ufurp oa 
his privilege, take pofllilion of the board, meet him, 
and difputc his right ; anJ when this happened- to be 
the cafe, he would chafe, blufter, a(k the gentleman 
his name, and immediately fct him down in his tablc- 
bojpk, as a man that he would fight when he came to 
age. With regard to the female world, his common 
phrafe was. They may look and die. In fliort, he was 
fhe jeft of -the men, and the contempt of the women. 

I 
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I jcvcr writ, and I think fo too. I fuppofb 
the bilhop of Clogher will fhew it you. Pray 
tell mc how you like it. Tooke is going on 
with my Mifcellany. I'd give a penny the 
letter to the bifliop of Killaloe was in it : 
'twould do him honour. Could not you 
contrive to fay you hear they arc printing 
my Things together ; and that you wifti the 
bookfeller had that letter among the reft ; 
but don't fay any thing of it as from me* 
I forgot whether it was good or no ; but 
only having heard it much commended, 
perhaps it may deferve it. Well, I have 
to-morrow to finifh this letter in, and then 
I'll fend it next day. I am fo vext that 
you (hould write your third to me, when 
you had but my fecond, and I had written 
five, which now I hope you have all : and 
fo I tell you, you are fawcy, little, pretty, 
dear rogues, &c. 

18. To-day I dined, by invitation, with 
Stratford and others, at a young merchant*s 
10 the city, with Hermitage and Tockay^ and 
flaid till nine, and am now come home. 
And that dog Patrick is abroad, and drinks 
ing, and I can't get my night-gown. I 
have a mind to turn that puppy away : he 
has been drunk ten times in three weeks^ 

But 
S 
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But I han't time to fay more; 6;) good 
jiight, &c. 

19. I am come home from dinii>g in the 
city with yix.Addifon^ at a merchant's; and 
juft now, at the Coffee- houfe, we have notice 
that the duke of Ormond was this day de- 
ckred lord lieutenant, at Hampton- courts in 
council. I have not feen Mr. Harley fince; 
but hope the affair is done about Firjl^ 
Fruits. I will fee him, if pdffible, to- 
morrow morning ; but this goes to-night. 
I have fent a box to Mr. Sterncy to fend 
to you by fome friend : I have direfted it 
fox Mr. Curry y at his houfe ; fo you have 
warning when it comes, as I hope it will 
ibon. The handkerchiefs will be put in fome 
friend's pocket, not to pay cuftom. And 
lb here ends my fixth, fent when I had but 
three ofMD's : now I am beforehand, and 
will keep fo; and God Almighty blefs dear.f 
rft MD, &CC. 



LETTER VII. 

Loftdon, 0(9:. 19, 1710. 

faith, I am undone ! this paper is larger 
than t'other, and yet I am condemned to 
a (heet ; but fince it is MD, I did not value 

though 
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though I were condemned to a pair. I toI4 
you in my letter to-day where I had been, 
and how the day paft ; and fo, &c. 

20. To-day I went to Mr. Lewis^ at the 
fecretary's office, to know when I might fee 
Mr. Harley ; and by and by comes up Mr. 
Harley himfelf, and appoints me to dine 
with him -to-morrow^ I dined with Mrs. 
Vanhotnrigh, and went to wait an the two 
lady Butlers ; but the porter anfwered. They 
were not at home : the meaning was, the 
youngeft, lady Mary^ is to be married to* 
morrow to lord AJhburnbam^ the beft match 
now in England^ twelve thoufand pounds 
a year, and abundance of money. Tell mc 
how my Shower is liked in Ireland: I never 
knew any thing pafs better here. I (pent 
the evening with Wortley Maunt Ague ^nd Mr. 
Addifon^ over a bottle of Irijh wine. Do 
they know any thing in Ireland of my great- 
nefs among the Tories? Every body re- 
proaches me of it here ; but I value them 
not. Have you heard of the verfes about 
the Rod of Sid Hamct ? Say nothing of them 
. for your life. Hardly any body fulpedls me 
for them, only they think no-body but Prior 
or I could write them. But I doubt they 
have not reached you. There is likewife a 

BaUad 
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Ballad, full of puns, on the Wejiminjier 'EJec^ 
tiotiy that coft me half an hour : it ruhs, 
though it be good for nothing. But this is 
}ikewife a fecrct to all but . MD. If you 
have them not, Til bring them over. 

21. I got MD's fourth to-day at the Cof-- 
fee-boufe. God Almighty blefs poor dear 
Stella, and her eyes and head : What fhall 
wc do to cure them, 'poor dear life ? Your 
diforders are a pull-back for your good 
qualities. Would to heaven I were this 
minute fhaving your poor dear head, either 
here or there. Pray do not write, nor read 
this letter, nor any thing elfe, and I will 
write plainer for Dingley to read, from 
henceforward, though my pen is apt to ram- 
ble when 1 think who I am writing to. I 
will not anfwer your letter until I tell you 
that I dined this day with Mr. Harleyy who 
prefcnted me to the earl oi Sterling, 2i Scotch 
lord ; and in the evening came in lord Pe^ 
teriorow. I ftaid till nine before Mr. Harley 
would let me go, or tell me any thing of 
my affair. He fays, the queen has now 
granted the Firjl-Fruits and Twentieth Parts-, 
but he will not yet give me leave to write to 
the archbifhop, becaufc the queen defigns to 
fignify it to the bifliops in Ireland in form, 
2 and: 
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ahd to take notice, That it was done updfl 
a memorial from me, which Mr. Harley tells 
me he does to make it look more refpedtful 
to me, &c. and I am to fee him on Tuefdaji 
I know not whether I told you, that in my 
memorial which was given to the queen, I 
begged for two thoufand pounds a year more, 
though it was not iii my commiflion ; but 
that Mr. Harley fays cannot yet be done, 
and that he and I muft talk of it further : 
however, I h^ve ftarted it, and it may fol^ 
low in time. Pray fay nothing of the Firfi^ 
Fruits being granted, unlefs 1 give leave at 
the bottom of this. I believe never any 
thing was cdmpaflfed fo foon, and purely 
done by my perfonal credit with Mr. Harley f 
who is fo exceflively obliging, that I know 
hot what to make of it, unlefs to (hew the 
rafcals of the other paf ty that they ufed a 
man unworthily, who had defcrved better. 
The memorial given to the Queen from me 
fpeaks with great plain nefs of lord Wharton. 
I believe this bufinefs is as important to you 
as the Convocation difputes from Tifdall^. 

I 

* Thefe words, notwithftanding their great obfcti- 
rity at prefent, were very clear and intelligible to Mrs^ 
John/on : they referred to converfations, which paflfed 

betweea 
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I hope in a month or two all the forms df 
fettling this matter will be over, and then 
I (hall have nothing to do here. I will only 
add one foolifli thing more, becaufe it is 
juft come into my head. When this thing 
is made known, tell me impartially whether 
they give any of the merit to me, or no ; 
for I am fure I have fo much, that I will 
never take it upon me. — Infolent fluts ! be- 
caufe I fay Dublin^ Ireland^ therefore you 
muft fay London, England: that's Stellc^s 
malice -f-. — Well, for that I won't anfwer 
your letter till to-morrow-day, and fo and 

between her and Dr. Tifdall feven or eight years before ; 
when the doctor, who was not only a learned and 
'faithful Divine, but a zealous Church-Tory, fre- 
quently entertained her with convocation difputes. 
This gentleman, in the years 1703 and 1704, paid his 
addre&s to Mrs. Johvfon. Vide the firft three Letters 
in DoJJky*s Golleftion of Swift's Correfpondence, 
printed 1766, efpecially Letter the 3d, which at pre- 
sent wants fome annotations to clear up many oblcu- 
rities. If the reader be curious in thefe matters, he 
may confult /fn EJfay upon the Life^ IVritings^ and Cha^ 
railer of Dr. Jonathan Siuiftj chap. V. p. 8;. printed 
by BathurJI in the year 1755 ; where the above-men- 
tioned Letters are referred to, and where he may fee by 
what means the event of this counfhip was finally de- 
termined. 

t There is a particular compliment to Stella couched 
in thefe words. Stella was herfelf an Englijhwoman^ 
born at Richmond in Surry ; neverthele(s (he refpedted 
the intereft and the honour of Inland^ where (he had 
lived for fom6 years, with a generous patriotic f^)irit. 

fo : 
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fo: ni go write fomething elfc, and it won't 
be much ; for 'tis late. 

22. I was this morning with Mr. LenvUf 
the under-fecretary to lord Dartmouth, two 
hours talking politicks, and contriving to 
keep Steele in his office of ftampt paper : he 
has loft his place of Gazetteer, three hun- 
dred pounds a year, for writing a Tatler^ 
fome months ago, againft Mr. Harley, who 
gave it him at firft, and raifed the falary 
from fixty to three hundred pounds. This 
was devilifli ungrateful ; and Lewis was tel- 
ling me the particulars : but I had a hint 
given me, that I might fave him in the 
other employment ; and leave was given mc 
to clear matters with Steele. Well, I dined 
with Sir Matthew Dudley, and in the even- 
ing went to fit with Mr. Addifon^ and offer 
the matter at diftance to him, as the diA 
creeter perfon ; but found Party had fo pof- 
fefied him, that he talked as if he fufpeded 
me, and would not fall in with any thing I 
faid. So I ftopt fliort in my overture, 2xA 
we parted very dryly ; and I fliall fay nothing 
to Steele, and let them do as they will; but 
if things ftand as they are, he will certainly 
lofe it, unlefs I fave him ; and therefore I 
will not fpeak to him, that I may not report 

to 
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to his dtfadvantage. Is not this vexatious ? 
and is there fb much in the proverb of prof^ 
fered fcrvice ?• When (hall I grow wife ? I 
endeavour to a£l in tht mod exadt points of! 
honour and confcience, and my neareft friends 
Will not'underfland it fo. What muft a man 
exped from his enemies ? This would vex 
mCf but it (hall not; and fo I bid you 
good nightt &f. 

23. I know 'tis neither wit nor dtveriion 
to tell you every day where J dine, neither 
do I write it to fill my letter ; but I fancy I 
fhallt ibme time or other, have the curiofity 
of feeing j(bme particulars how I pafled my 
life when I was abfent from MD this time ; 
und fo I tell you now that I dined to-day at 
Molefwortb'%^ the Florence envoy, then went 
to the coffee-houfe, where I behaved myfelf 
coldly enough to Mr. Addifon^ and ib tame 
home to fcribble. We dine together to^ 
morrow and next day, by invitation 5 but I 
ihall alter my behaviour to him, till he begs 
my pardon, or elfe we jQiall grow bare ac« 
quaintance. I am wei{y of £riendfi, and 
friendfhips are all monfters, but MD's. 

24. I forgot to tell you, that laft night I 
went to Mr. Harlefs^ hoping — faith, I am 
blundering, for it was this very night a| 

V91., IV. F fix? 
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fix ; and I hoped he would have told me all 
things were done and granted : but he was 
abroad, and come home ill, and was gone 
to bed, much out of order, unlefs the por* 
ter lied. I dined to-day at Sir Matthew 
Dudley'^ with Mr. Addtforiy &c. 

25.1 was to-day to fee the duke of Or- 
fnond'y and coming out, met lord Berkeley 
of Stratton^ who told me, that Mrs. Temple^ 
the widow, died laft Saturday^ which, I 
fuppofe, is much to the outward grief and 
inward joy of the family. I dined to*day 
with Mr. Addifon and Steele^ and a fifter of 
Mr. Addifon, who is married to one Monff. 
Sartrcj a Frenchman, Prebendary of fFeft^ 
minjier, who has a delicious houfe and gaf« 
den ; yet I thought it was a fort of mom-^ 
ftick life in thofe cloifters, and I liked 
Laracor better. Addtfori^ fifter is a foft of 
a wit, very like him. I am not fond of 
her, Gfr. 

26. I was to-day to fee Mr. Congre^e, 
who- is almofl blind^with catarads growing 
on his eyes ; and Jl^s cafe is, that he muft 
wait two or three years, until the cataraAs 
are riper, and till he is quite blind, and 
then he mud have them couched i and be-* 
fides he is never rid of the gout, yet he 

looks 
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iboks jrouiig aiid frefh> and isi as ch^arful as 
ever. He is younger ,by three years or ttior* 
* than i, and I am twenty years youngei* 
than he. He gave me a pain in the great 
toe, by mentioning the gout. I find fuch 
fufpicions frequently^ but they go off again. 
I had i fecoqd letter from Mr. Morgan ; for 
Which I thank you : I wiih you were whipC 
ior forgetting to fend him that anfwer I de-- 
fired you in otoe of my former, that I could 
do nothing for him of wha( lie defired, hav« 
iog no credit at all, &€. Go, be far enough, 
jFOu negligent baggages. I have had alfo a 
letter froilj Parvifoi^ with an account hovy 
my livings are fet, and thdt they are fallen, 
fince laft year, fixty pounds. A comfortable 
piece of news. He tells me plainly, that he 
finds yod have be mind to part with the 
iiorfe^ becaufe you fent for him at the fame 
time you iedt him my letter i fo that I know 
not what mufl be done. 'Tis a fad thing 
that Sfeila rnuft have her own horfe, whe« 
iber Parv\fof will of no. So ijow to anfwer 
your letter that I bad three or four days 
ago. I am not now; in bed, but am come 

♦ Ceti^rtoe was born, in the year 1672 ; confcquently 
%e was between four and five years younser than Dr. 
Swift. > • 

F 2 home 
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home by eight 5 and it being warm, I write 
up. I never writ to the bifliop of Kilhlaf 
which, I fuppoiby was the reafon he had not 
my letter. I have not time, there's the fhon 
of it. — As fond as the dean is of my letter, 
he has not written to me. I would only 
know whether dean Bolton *!* paid him the 
twenty pounds; and for the reft, he may 
kifs ■ And that you may aik him^ be- 

carrfe I am in pain about it, that dean Bolton 
is fuch a wbipfier. 'Tis the moft obliging 
thing in the world in dean &terne to be fo 
kind to you. I believe he knows it will 
pleafe me, and makes up» that way, his other 
ufage. Nof we have had none of your 
fnow, but a little one morning ; yet I think 
it was great fnow for an hour or fo, but no 
longjcr. I had heard of Will Crowes death 
before, but not the foolifh circumftance that 
haftened his end. No, I have taken care 
that captain Pratt fhall not fufFer by lord 
Anglefeas death. Ill try fonoe contrivance 
to get a copy of my pidlure from Jervas. 
ril make Sir Andrew Fountain buy one as 

t This gentleman was afterwards promoted to the 
. archbiflioprick of Cajhel. He was one of the moft clo- 
qutnt ^eakers of his time, and was a very learned 
man^ efpectally in Cburcb Hiftory. 

for 
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for himielfy and ril pay him again and tak6 
it, that is, provided I have moqey to fpare 
when I leave this. — Vootjobn! is he gone ? 
and madam Parvifol has been in town? 
Humm. Why, 7/^^^ and I, when he comes, 
fhall not take any notice of each other ; I 
would hot do it much in this town, though 
wc had not fallen out>— I was to-day at, 
Mr. Sterne's lodging ; he was not within, 
and Mr. Leigh is not come to town, but I 
will do Dingleys errand when I fee him. 
What do I know whether china be dear or 
no ? I once took a fancy of refolving to 
grow mad for it, but now 'tis oSi I fuppofe 
I told you fo in fome former letter. And 
fo you only want fbme falad difhes, land 
plates, and &c. Yes, yes, you (hall. I 
fuppofe you have named as much as will 
coft five pounds. — Now to Stella* b little 
poftfcript ; and I am almofl: crazed that you 
vex yourfelf for not writing. Can't you 
diAate to Dingley^ and not ftrain your little 
dear eyes ? I am fure 'tis the grief of my 
foul to think you are out of order. Pray 
be quiet, and if you will write, {hut your 
eyes» and write jufl a line, and no more, thus 
[How do you do, Mrs. Stella ?] That was 
written with my eyes (hut. Faith, I think 

F 3 it 
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it iSvbrttpr than when they are open • : an4 
then Dingley may ftand by, and tell yo» 
When you go too high or too low- — My let* 
tcrs of budners^ wi^h pacquibts, if there be 
any more occa^on for foth, mull be inc}ofe4 
to Mr. Add! font ^t St. James s Coffee- boufe : 
but I hope to bear^ as foon as I fee Mr. Har-^ 
ieyj that the main difficulties are over, and 
that the reft will be but form, — M|dce two 
br three nutgalls, make two or three -r-gall$, 

ftop your receipt in your 1 have no need 

on^t. Here's a clutter ! Well, fo much for 
your letter, which I will now put up in my 
letter-paf tition in my cabinet, as I always do 
juvery letter as foon a; I anfwer it. Method 
is good in all things. Order governs the 
Svorld. The Devil is the author of ton- 
fufion. A general of an army, a mint^l^r 
t>f ftate ; to defcend lower, a gardener, a 
Weaver, G?r. That may make ^ fine obr 
(ervatioft, if you think it worth finifliing; 
but I have not time. Is not this a terribb^ 
iong piece for one evening ? I dined to-day 
with Patty Rolt at my coufin Leacb% with 
n pox, in the city : he is a printer, and 
prints the Pa/hnan^ oh ho, and is my coufin, 

? U is aftually better v^ritteih and in a plainer hand. 
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God knows how^ and he married Mrs. Baby 
Aires of Leicejier \ and my coufin Tbompfon 
was with us: and my coufin Leacb offers to 
bring me acquainted with the author of the 
Po/lman^ and fays^ he does not doubt but 
the gentleman will be glad of my acquaint- 
ance, and that he is a very ingenious man, 
and a great fcbolar, and has been beyond iea. 
But I was modeft, and £iid. May be tho 
gentleman was fhy, and not fond of new 
acquaintance ; and &) put it off: and I wifh 
you could hear me repeating all I have faid 
of this in its proper tone, juft as I am writ* 
ing it. 'Tis all with the fame cadence with^ 
oh hoo^ or as when little girls fay, I have 
got aa apple, mifs, and I won't give you 
ibme. 'Ti& pUguy twelve-penny weather 
this lailb week, aind has cofl me ten (hillings 
in coach and xJiair hire. If the fellow that 
Iws your oioney will pay it, let me beg you 
to buy Bank 'Stock with it, which is fallen 
near thirty fer cent, and pays eight pounds 
per cent, and you have the principal vjrhen 
you pleafe : it vi ill certainly foon riie. I 
«vpuld tp God lady G^ard would put in the 
^pr hundred pounds fhe owes you> and 
4t9ke the five per gent, common intereft, and 

F 4 give 
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give you the remainder, I will fpeak to 
your mother about it when I fee hen I am 
refolved to buy three hundred pbunds of it 
for myfclf, and take up what I have in Ire- 
land-, and I have a contrivance for it» that I 
hope will doi by making a friend of mine 
buy it as for himfelf^ and Til pay him when 
I can get in my money. I hope Stratford 
will do me that kindnefs. Til a(k him to* 
teorrow of next day. 

tj. Mr. Rowexht poet defired me to dine 
with him to-day. I went to his office (he 
is under^^fecretary in Mr. ^^^|^;;'s place that 
he had m England) and there was Mr. Pribr; 
and they both fell commending my Shower 
beyond any thing that has been written of 
the kind : there never was fuch a Shower 
(incc Dandes, &c. You muft tell me how 
^tis liked among you. I dined with Rowe^ 
Prior eould not come : and after dinner wc 
went to a blind tavern, where Congreve^ Sir 
Richard Temple, Eajicdurt, and Charles Main 
were over a bowl of bad punch. The 
knight fent for fix flafks of his own wine for 
jne, and we flaid till twelve. But now my 
head continues pretty well ; I have left off 
niy drinking, and only take a fpoonful mixt 

with 
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%ith water^ for fear of the gout, or ibme 
ugly diflemper ; and now^ becaufe it is late, 
I will, &c. 

28. Garth and Addifon and I dined to- 
day at a hedge tavern 3 then I went to Mr« 
Harley^ but he was denied, or not at home: 
{o I fear I (hall not hear my bufinefs is done 
before this goes. Then I vifited lord Pem-^ 
broke^ who is juft come to town, and we 
were very merry talking of old things, and 
I hit him with one pun. Then I went to 
fee the ladies Butler^ and the fon of a whore 
of a porter denied them : fo I fent them a 
threatening melTage by another lady, for not 
excepting me always to' the porter. I was 
weary of the Coffee-houfe^ and Ford defired 
xne to fit with him at next door, which I 
did, like a fool, chatting till twelve, and 
now ami got into bed. I am afraid the new 
minifby is at a terrible lofs about money : 
the Wbigs talk {o^ it would give one the 
ipleen; and I am afraid of meeting Mn 
Harley out of humour. They think he will 
never carry through this undertaking. * God 
knows what will come of it. I ihould be 
terribly vexed to fee things come round 
^igain : it will ruin the church and clergy 
for ever; but I hope for better. I'll fend 

this 
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this on Tut/day, whether I hctr any further 
news of my affair or not. 

29. Mr. Addifon and I dined to-day with 
lord Mountjoy ; which is all the adventures 
of this day. — I chatted a while to-night in 
the Coffee-houfi^ this being a full night ; and 
now am come home to write fome faufinefs. 

30. I dined to-day at Mrs. Fanh(mirigb\ 
and fcnt a letter to poor Mrs. Long^ who 
writes to us, but is God knows where^ and 
will not tell any body the place of her re- 
fidence. I came home early^ and muft go 
write. 

31. The monrfi ends with a fine day; 
and I have been walking, and vifiting Lewis, 
and concerting where to jfee Mr. Harley. 
I iiave no news to fend you. jiire, they 
£iy» is taken> though the WbitebaU letters 
liiis morning ivj quite the contrary: 'tis 
good, if it be true. I dined with Mr. Ad-- 
difvn and Ditk Stuart^ lord Mountjoy* s bro* 
Aer ; a treat of Addifon* s. They were half 
fiiddled, but not I ; for I mixt water with 
iny wine, and left them together between 
nine and ten-; and I muft fend this by the 
bell-man, which vexes me, but I will put 
it off no longer. Pray God it does not mif- 
carry . I fe^om do fo 3 but I can put off lit- 
tle 



{ 75 ) 
i\c MD no longer. Pray give the under note 
to Mrs. Brent. 

Tm a pretty gentleman ; and you lofe all 
your money at cards^ firrah Stella. I found 
you out ; I did fb. 

Fm flaying before I can fold up this let- 
ter, till that ugly D is dry in the laft line 
but one. Don't you fee it ? O Lord, Fm 

loth to leave you, faith but it muft be 

{o^ till next time. Pox take that Di I'll 
blot it to dry it. 

LETTER VIIL 

London, Ofloberji, 171c. 

O O, now I have fent my feventh to your 
fourth, young women ; and now Til tell 
you what I would not in my lafl, that this 
morning, fitting in my bed, I had a fit of 
giddinefs : the room turned round for about 
a minute, and then it went off, leaving me 
fickiih, but not very : and fo I paft the day 
as I told you ; but I would not end a letter 
with telling you this, becaufe it might vex 
you : and I hope in God I fhall have no 
more of it. I faw Dr. Cdckburn to-day, and 
he promifes to fend me the pills that did me 
good laft year, and^likewifi: has promifed me 

an 
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in oil for my ear, that he has been making 
for that ailment for fomebody elfe. 

Nov. 1. I wifh MD a merry new year. 
You know this is the firft day of it with us. 
I had no giddinefs to-day, but I drank bran- 
dy, and have bought a pint for two (hil^ 
lings. 1 fat up the night before my giddi- 
nei^ pretty late^ and writ very much ; ib I 
will impute it to that. But I never eat fruit, 
nor drink ale, but drink better wine than 
you do, as I did to-day with Mr. Addtfon at 
lord Mount jcy\ : then went at five to fee 
Mr. Harley^ who could not fee me for much 
company s but fent me his excufe, and de- 
fired I would dine with him on Friday \ and 
then I expedt fome anfwer to this bufiriefs, 
which mufl; either be foon done, or begun 
again ; and then the duke of Ormond and 
bis people will interfere for their honour, 
and do nothing. I came home at fix, and 
fpent my time in my chaffiber, without go- 
ing to the Coffee-boufe^ which I grow weaiy 
of; and I ftudied at leifure, writ not above 
forty lines, fome inventions of my own, and 
fome hints, and read not at all, and this 
becaufe I would take care of Prefto^ for 
fear little MD fhould be angry. - 

2. I 
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2. I took my four pills laft night, and 
they lay an hour in my throat, and io 
they will do to-night. I fuppofe I could 
fwsdlow four affronts as eafily. I dined with 
Dr. Cockiurn to-day, and came home at 
feven j but Mr. ForJ has been with me till 
juft now, and 'tis near eleven. I have had. 
no giddinefs to-day. Mr. Dcfping I have 
feen. and he tells me coldly^ my Shower is 
liked well enough ; there's your Irijh judg- 
ment. I writ this poft to the bifhop of 
Qogher. 'Tis now juft a fortnight iince I 
heard from you. I mufl: have you write 
once a fortnight, and then I'll allow for wind 
and weather. How goes ombre? Does 
Mrs. Walls win conftantly, as (he ufed to do; 
and Mrs. Stoite f I have not thought of her 
this long time ; how does (he ? 1 find we 
have a cargo of Irijb coming for London : 
I am forry for it ; but I never go near them. 
And I'igbe is landod ; but Mrs. Wejley, they 
£iy, is going home to her hu(band, like a 
fool. Well, little monkies mine, I muft go 
write ; and fo good night. 

3* I ought to read thefe letters I write, ^ 
after I have done; for Ipoking over thus 
much I found two or three literal miftakes, 
which ihould not be when the hand is fo 

bad. 
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bad. fitit I hope it does not pnszk kttld 
Dingley to read, for I think I mend : but 
methinkd when I write plain, I don't know 
how, but we are not alone, all the 'world 
. can fee us. A bad fcrawl is fi) fnug, it looks 
like a PMD ♦. We have fcurvy ^athrs of 
kte : fo pray do not fuipeA me. I have 
one or two hints I defign to fend hiin» and 
never any more : he does not deferve it. He 
is governed by his wife moft abominably, as 
bad as — — I never few her fince I eune j 
nor has he ever made me an invitatiiHi; 
either he dares not, or is fuch a tboughdefs 
Ttfiiall fellow, that he never minds it. S^ 
what care I for his wit P for he is the worft 
company in the world, till he has a botde of 
wine in his head. I cannot write ftraighter 
in bed, fo you muft be content.-~At night 
in bed. Stay, let me fee where's this letter 
to MD among thefe papers f Oh f here. 
Well, ril go on now ; but I am very bofy 
(fmoak the new pen.) I dined with Mr. 
Harley to-day, and am invited there again on 
Sunday. I have now leave to write to the 
primate and archbi(hop of Dublittf that thef 

♦ PMD. This cypher fhmds for PnJUj Sulk^ toA 
DingUy ^ as much as to fay, it looks like us three quitie 
retired from all the reft of the world. 

queen 
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quQCh has granted the Firfi-Fruttsi bot 
they are to take no notice of it, till a letter 
h font them by the queen's orders froih lord 
Ddrtftioutkp fccrctary of ftate, to fignify it. 
The bilhops are to be made a corporatioA 
to di(pofe of the revenue, &c. arnl I (ball 
Wfite fo the archbifhop oi Dublin to-morrow 
(I hate had no giddinefs to-^day ) I kfiow not 
whcBther they will have any occafion for me 
loftger to be here ; nor can I jadge till! fee 
what letter the queen fends to the hi/hops, 
iiHA what they will do upon it. If difpatch 
he iBikAf it may be done in fix weeks ; but 
I caiifiot judge. They fent me to-day a new 
comm^oti^ figned by the primate and arch« 
bifliop of Dublin *f-j and promife me letters 
fo the two archbi(hops herei but mine a-— 
for it all. The thing is done^ and has been 
fo thefe ten days ; though 1 had only leave 
to tell it to*day. I had this day likewife a 
letter from the biihop of CJogherf who com* 
filsons of my not writing ; and what v^ces 
Me^ fa3^ he knows you have long letters 
from me every week. Why do you tell him 
fo ? 'Tis not right, fa^th : but I won't be 
angry with MD at diflance. I writ to him 

t See Dodfley*s coUe^on^ letter xxxiii. 
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lafl poft» before I had his, and w31 write 
again fbon, fince I fee he expedts it, and 
that lord and lady Mountjoy put him off 
upon me to give thenifelves eafe. LafUy, 
I had this day a letter from a certain naughty 
rogue called MD, and it was JV. 5, which 
I (hall not anfwer to-night> I thank you. 
No, faith, I have other fifh to fry^ but 
to-morrow or next day will be time enough* 
I have put MD's commifiions in a memo-* 
randum paper. I think I have done all be- 
fore, and remember nothing but this to-day 
about glafles and fpe£tacles and fpedaclecafes% 
I have no commiflion from Stella^ but the 
chocolate and handkerchiefs ; and thofe are 
bought, and I exped they will be foon fent. 
I have been with, and fent to, Mr. Stemif 
two or three times to know, but he was not 
within. Odds my life, what am I doing ? 
I muft go write and do bufinefs. 

4. I dined to-day at Kenjington^ with Ad^ 
difon^ Steele^ &c. came home, and writ a 
(hort letter to the archbifhop of Dublin^ to 
let him know the queen has granted the 
thing, G?r. I writ in the Coffee-houfe^ for I 
ftaid at Kenjington till nine, and am plaguy 
weary ; for colonel Proud was very ill com- 
pany, and FU never be of a party with bin* 

again> 
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figain ; and I drank punch, arid that arfd ill 
company has made me hot. 

5. I was with Mr. Harley from dinner to 
fcvcn this nighty and went to the Coffee-houfe^ 
where Dr. D'Avenant would fain have had 
me gone and drink a bottle of wine at his 
houfe hard by, with Dr. Chamberlain-, but 
the puppy ufcd fo many wordsi that I was 
afraid of his company; and though we pro- 
itiifed to come at eight, I fent a meflenger 
to him, that Chamberlain was going to a pa- 
tient, and thjfefore we would put it off till 
anbthcr tiri^ fo he, and the comptroller, 
and I were {Prevailed on, by fir Matthew 
Dudley, to go to his houfe, where I ftaid till 
twelve, arid left them; D'Avenant has been 
teazing me to look ovcfr fome of his writings 
that he^ is going to publifli ; but the rogue 
is fo fond of his own produftions, that I 
hear he will not part with a fyllable } and he 
has lately put out a foolifli pamphlet, called, 
^be third Part of Totn Double ; to make 
his court to the Tories, whom he had left. 

6. I was to-day gambling in the city to 
fee Patty Rolt, who is going to Km^fion, 
where (he lodges; but to fky the truth, I 
had a mind for a walk to extrcife myfelf, 
and happened to be difengaged : for dinners 
"Vol. IV. G arc 
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ire ten times more plentiful with me hen 
than ever, or than in Dublin. I won't an- 
fwer your letter yet, becaufc I am bofy. I 
hope to iend this before I have another 
from MD : 'twould be a fad thing to anfwer 
two letters together, as MD doea fvomPrefio. 
But when the two (ides are full, away the 
letter (hall go, that*$ certain, like it or not 
like it } and that will be about three days 
hence, for the apfwcring night will be a 
long one. 

J. I dined to-^»y at fir Bicbard l^crn^^ 
with Congreve^ Vdnhur^f lieutenant genera] 
FaringtoHy &c. Vanburg^ I believe I told 
yoM, had a long quarrel with me about tholb 
V^rfes on bis Houfe; but we were very civil 
and eold* Lady Marlborougb u(ed to teaze 
him with them, which had \ made him an- 
gry, though he be a good-natured fellow* 
It was a Thank/giving' day 9 and I was at 
Ctmrtf where the queen pad us by with aU 
Tarics alpout her ; not one Whig : BufUng^ 
bamf Rocbejier, Leeds^ SbrewsJ^ury, Berkeley 
oiStrattoHf lord keeper jEforr^»r/, Mr. JfaTor- 
/^, lord Pembroke^ &c. and I have feen her 
without one 7ory. The queen made me ft 
curtfy, and faid, in a fort of familiar way to 
Prejio^ How does MD ? I coniidered (he was 

ft 
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i ^vtctn^ and fa ci^uftd her. 1 do hot thifl 
ihe fFi^s at Oturtt but have as many ac^ 
i^liaintance there as formerly. 

8. Here's add and a clutter ! I mtift now 
anfww AfD'fl fifth 5 but firft you muft know 
J dined at the Portugal fenvoy's to-day» with 
Addyin^ FanhiO'gp admiral Wager ^ fir Ricb^ 
4srd Temper Metbuen% fcc. I was Weary of 
their companyi and ftole (tway at five, and 
cameiiome like a good biDy, and ftudied till 
teo^ and had a fire ; O ho 1 and now am ia 
bed* I have no fire* place in my bed^-cham** 
btr I but 'tis very warm wi(ather wheaone's 
in bed. Your fini^ cap^ madam Dinglty^ is 
too little, and too hot : Til have that furr 
taken offi I wiih it were far enough ; and 
my old velvet cap is good for nothing. Is 
St velvet under ^he fur f I was feeling, but 
can't find : if it be, 'twill do without lU 
eUe I will £M;e it ; but then I muft buy new 
velvet : but may be I may beg a piece.. 
What (hall I do ? WcH, how to rogue MUi 
letter. God be thanked for Stellas eye) 
mending ; and God jfeod it holds ; but faith 
#oa writ toa much at a time : better write 
fcfij or write it at ten times. Yes^ faith, a 
long letter in a rfiorajac from a dear friend 
in a dear thiilg. I imdkc a compliment^ 
G z little 
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little mifchievous girls, I do fo. Btft who 
arc thofe IViggs that think I am turned 
^07y ? Do you mean Wbigs ? Which JFiggs 
and wat to you mean ? 1 know nothing of 
Raymond, and only had one letter from him 
a little after I came here. [Pray remember 
Morgan.] Raymond is indeed like to have 
much influence over me in London, and to 
fhare much of my converfation. I fliall, no 
doubt, introduce him to Uarley, and lord 
keeper, and the fecretary of ftate. The 
I'atler upon Milton's Spear is not mine, ma- 
dam. What a puzzle there was betwixt you 
and your judgment ? In general you may be 
fometimes fure of things, as that about ftyle, 
becaufe it is what I have frequently fpoken 
of; but guefling is mine — and I defy man- 
kind, if I pleafe. Why, I writ a pamphlet 
when I was lad in London, that you and a 
thoufand have feen, and never gueft it to be 
mine. Could you have gueft the Shower in 
Town to be mine ? How chance you did not 
fee that before your laft letter went i but I 
fuppofeyou in Ireland 6x6, not think it worth 
mentioning. Nor am I fufpedled for the 
lampoon ; only Harley faid he fmoaked me, 
(have I told you fo before ?) and fome others 
knew it. 'Tis called The Rod of SidHamet. 

And 
4 
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And I have written feveral other things that 
I hear commended, and nobody fufpeds me 
for ihem ; nor you fhan't know till I fee 
you again. What do you mean T&at boards 
near me^ that I dine with now and then ? I 
l^now no fuch perfon : I don't dine with 
boarders. What the pox ! You know whom 
I have dined with every day fince J ]eft you, 
better than I do. What do you mean, firrah ? 
Slids, my ailment has been over thefe two 
months almoft. Impudeqce, if you vex me, 
rU give ten fhillings a week for my lodg- 
ing J for I am almoft ft — k out of this with 
the fink, and it helps me to verfes in my 
Shower. Well, madam Dingleyy what fay 
you to the world to come? What Ballad? 
Why go look, it was not good for much : 
have patience till I come back : patience is 
a gay thing as, &c. I hear nothing of lord 
Mountjoy's coming for Ireland. When is Stel- 
las Birth-day? \n March? Lord blefs me, 
my turn at Chrijl-Church ; it is fo natural to 
hear you write about that, I believe you have 
done it a hundred times ; it is as frefti in my 
mind, the verger coming to you ; and why 
to you ? Wojld he have you preach for me ? 
O, pex on your fpelling of Latin ^ Jonfonibus 
atque, that's the way. How did the de^a 
G 3 get 
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get that name by the ^nd ? 'Twas you Ikj? 
itrayed me : not I, faith ; I'll not break hi| 
head. Your mother i; ftill in the country^ 
I fuppofc, for (he promifed to fee me whei| 
ihe c^me to town. I writ to her four dayi 
ago, to defjre her to brei^k it to lady Giffafd^ 
to put ibme money for yoa in the Bank^ 
which was then fallen thirty per ant. 
Would to God mine had been here, I (hould 
have gained one hundred poandf , and got a« 
good iriterefl as in Ireland^ and much fecuren 
I would fain have borrowed three hundred 
pounds ; but money \% fo fcarcc here, there 
IS no borrowing, by this fall of ftocka. 'Tis 
rifmg now, and \ knew it would : it fell 
from one hundred and twenty*^nine to ninety^ 
fix. I have not heard fince from your mo« 
ther. Do you think \ would be fo unkind 
not to fee her, that you defire me in a fiylt 
fo melancholy? Mrs. Raymwd yoa figr it 
with thild : ' I am fprry fdr it ) *nd ib is, I 
believe, her hufband. Mf. HarUy fpetka alt 
the kind things to me in the world ; and, 
I beiieve, would ferve me, if I were fo tttf 
herej but I reckon in time the diike ofOr^ 
mond may give me fome addition to Larator. 
Why fhould the IVhigs thirikl came.toJSn^-* 
land to leave them I Sure my journey wa» 
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t)o fecret ? I protfift fincerely, I did all I cott]4 
to hinder it> as the dean can tell yoa^ al- 
though now I do not rcpont it. But who th(| 
Devil cares what they think ? Am I under 
^obligations in the kaft to any of them all i 
Rot 'em^ for ungrateful dogs ; Til make 
then) repent their ufage before I leave this 
place. They fay here the fame thing of my 
kaving the iVbi^s*, but they own they caft^- 
not blame me, coniidering the treatment I 
have had* I will take care of your fpe<3:a«* 
des^ as I told you before^ and of the bifhop 
oiKillalas*^ but I will not write to him, I 
han't time. What do you mean by my 
fourth, madam Dinglibus ? T>o^s not Stella 
fay you have had my fiff b, goody Blunder ? 
You frighted me till I lookt back. Well, 
this h enough for one night. {Pray give 
my humble fervice to Mrs. Stoyte and her 
iifter, Kate is it or Sarah ? I have forgot 
her name, faith«) I think 111 e'en (and to 
Mrs. IVaVs and the archdeacon) fend this 
lo-morrow ; no, faith, that will be in ten 
days from the laft. Til keep it till Satur^^ 
iay^ though I write no more. But what if a 
letter from MD (hould come in the mean 
time ? Why then I would only fay. Madam, 
I have received your (ixth letter ; your mcft 
G 4. humble 
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humble fcrvant to command, Prejio i and fq 
conclude. Well, now TU write and think a 
Httle, and fo to bed, and dream of MD. 

9. I have my mouth full of water, and 
was going to fpit it out, becaufe I reafoned 
with myfelf, how could I tvrite when my 
mouth was full. Han't you done things 
like that, reafoned wrong at firft thinking ? 
Well, I was to fee Mr. Lewis this morning, 
and am to dine a few days hence, as he tells 
me, with Mr. fecretary St. Jckni and I 
muft contrive to fee Harky foon again, to 
haften thiS bufinefs from the qileen. I dined 
to-day at lord Montrath\, with lord Mounts 
joy^&iQ. but the wine was not good, (o I 
came away, flayed at the Coff'ee-houfe till 
feven, then came home to mv firei the 
maidenhead of my iecond ha]f-bu(hel, and 
am now in bed at eleven, as ufual. 'Tis 
mighty warm ; yet I fear I fliould catch 
cold this wet weather, if I fat an evening 
in my room after coming from warm places : 
and I muft make much of myfdf, becaufe 
MD is not here to take care of Prejio ; and 
I am full of bufinefs, writing, Gfr. and don't 
ea(e for the Coffee-ijouje -j and fo this ferves 
for all together, not to tell it you over and 
ftver, as filly people do ; but Prejio is a wifer 

man. 
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pian, faith, than fo, let me tell you, gentler 
women. See, I am got to the third fide } 
but, faith, I won't do that often ; but I muft 
fay fomething early to-day, till the letter is 
done, and on Saturday it fhall go ; fo I muft 
fave fomething till to-morrpw, till to-mor- 
row and next day. 

lo. O Lord, I would this letter was with 
you with all my heart : If it fhould mif- 
carry, what a deal would be loft ? I forgot 
to leave a gap in the laft line but one for 
the fcal,'like a puppy; but I fliould have 
allowed for night, good night; but when I 
am taking leaye, I can't leave a bit, faith ; 
but I fancy the feal won't come there. I 
dined to-day at lady LucySj where they ran 
down my SAower-, and faid SidHamet was 
the fiUieft poem they ever read, and told 
Prior fo, whom they thought to be author 
of it. Don't you wonder I never dined there 
before ? But I am too bufy, and they live 
too far off; and, bcfides, I don't like wo- 
men fo much as I did- [MD you muft 
know, are not women.] I fupped to-night 
at Addifons^ with Garth^ Steele^ and Mr. 
Dopping ; and am come home late. Lewis 
has fent to me to defire I will dine with 
i(bmc company I (hall like, I fuppofe it is 

Mr. 
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Mr. fecretary 5/. Jokn'^ appointment. I 
bad a letter juft now from Raymonds who 
is at Brj/lol^ and fays he will be at London 
in a fortnight, and leave his wife behind 
bim ; and defires any lodging in the hoofe 
where I am : but that muft not be. I flian't 
know what to do with him in town : to be 
fare I will not prefent him to any acquaint* 
ance of mine^ and he will live a delicate 
life, a parfon and a perfect flranger. Paaafl 
twelvvve o'clock^ and fo good ^ig^tf &c% 
Oh! but I forgoti Jemmey Leigh is come tQ 
town ; fays he has brought DingJe/s things^ 
and will fend them with the firfl convey 
nience. My parcel 1 hear is not fent ytU 
He thinks of going for Ireland in a nK)nth9 
jSf^. I cannot write to-morrow, becaafe-^ 
what, becaufe of the arcbbiihop; becauie I 
will feal my letter early ; becaufe I am en- 
gaged from noon till night ; becaufe of many 
kind of things i and yet I will write one or 
two words tormorrow morning, to keep \xf 
my Journal constant, and ^t night I will be** 
gin the ninth. 

II. Morning by candlelight. You muft 
know that 1 am in my night-gown every 
IDornIng between fix and feven, and Patrick 
is forced to ply me fifty times before I can 
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get on my night-gown; and fb now FU take 
sny leave of my own deat MD for this let*- 
per, and begin mj next when i come homtf 
at night. God Almightf blefs aod . pntcdt 
deateftJfD. Farewell Qfr. 

This lettcf^p as long as a iermon» faith. 

' L E T T E R IX. ^ 

Lopdon, Nov. 1I9 i^ip. 

I D I N £ D to-day, by invitation, witljt 
the fetretary of ftatc Mr. St^ Joih. Mr. 
Hdrley came in to us before dinner, and 
made me his excofes for not dining with us^ 
becaufe he was tp receive people who came 
to propo& advancing money to the govem« 
ment : there dined with us only Mr. L^wisp 
ind Dr. Frmd (that writ L^r^/Petcrborowy 
ASkmin Spain.) I ftaid with them till juft 
flow between ten and eleven, and was force4 
again ta give my eighth to the bell-man, 
Which i dM with my own handjfi, rather thaii 
keep it till next poft. The fecretary uied 
me with all the kindnefs in the virorld. Prior 
came iiqi after dmner j and, upon an occafion, 
ht [the fecretary] faid, the beft thing he ever 
ftsA is not your's, but Dr. Swfft*s on Vian^ 
}rugbi which I do not reckon h very good 
' ' Jicithcjrt 
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neither. But Prior was damped until I ftuft 
him with two or three compliments. I am 
thinking what a veneration we ufed to have 
for fir JViUiam Temple^ beciaufe he might 
have been fecretary of ftate at fifty; and here 
is a young fellow, hardly thirty, in that em- 
ployment. His father is a man of plea- 
fure, that walks the ^all, and frequents St. 
James's Coffee-hou/e, and the Cbocclate-boufes^ 
and the young fon is principal fecretary of 
ftate. Is there not fomething very od4 iR 
that ? He told me, among other things, 
that Mr. Harley complained he could keep 
nothing from me, I had the way fo much 
of getting into him. I knew that was a 
refinement; and fo I told him, and it was 
fo : indeed it is hard to fee thefe great men 
ufe me like one who was their betters, and 
the puppies with you in Ireland hardly re- 
garding me : but there are fome rcafons for 
all this, which I will tell you when we meet. 
At coming home I faw a letter from your 
mother, in anfwcr to one I fent her two days 
ago. . It feems {ht is in town ; but cannot 
come out in a morning, juft as you faid ; and 
God knows when I fliall be at leifiire in an 
afternoon : for if I fliould fend her a penny- 
poft letter, and afterwards not be able tp 

meet 
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meet her, it would vex me ; and, befides, 
the days are fliort, and why (he cannot come 
early in a morning before (he is wanted, I 
cannot imagine. I will defire her to let lady 
Gtffard know that fhe heiars I am in town, 
and that fhe would go to fee me to enquire 
after you. I wonder fhe will confine herfelf 
fo much to that old Beaji's humour. You 
know I cannot in honour fee lady Gtffard^ 
and confequently not go into her houfe. 
This 1 think is enough for the firft time. 

12. Arid how could you write with fuch 
thin paper ? (I forgot to fay this in my 
former) Can't you get thicker ? Why, that's 
a common caution that writing-maflers give 
their fcholars; you muft have heard it a 
hundred times. 'Tis this, 

Jf paper be thin. 

Ink will flip in ; 

But if it be thick, 

You may write with a ftick. 
1 had a letter to-day from poor Mrs. Long^ 
giving me an account of her prefent life, 
obfcure in a remote country town*, and 
how eafy (he is under it. Poor creature ! 
'tis juft fuch an alteration in life, as viPreJlo 

* She was then at Lynn in Norfolk. 

(hould 



ibauH be ba^iihfd from MD, tod coii- 
deiQiied to cenyerfe witli Mrs. Raymfni. I 
dined to-day with F^^ fii^ Rf^^nf Lrtrnge^ 
&c. at a place where they boards haf4 t^. 
I WM hzy^ apd not yery weU, 4t^u»g & 
long with company yefterday. | have becQ 
very bufy writing tbia ereaing at hofmr^ tfid 
bad a fire s I am fpcnding my feooad lialf* 
bu(hd of coals ; and now am in bod^ and 
'tia late. 

13. I dined to-day in the city, and thefi 
went tochriflsn JVill PrmUimd'% child ; and 
\piiyFiilccnbridg$ was one of the godmothers: 
tfxis is a daughter of Oliver Cr^tmioel^ and 
extnemely like him by his pi£tuces diat I have 
feen. I ftaid tiU almoftdeven, andam now 
come home and gone to bed. My bnfintft 
in the' city was to diank Stratjwrd for a 
kindnefs he has done me^ which now I will 
tell you. I found Bdnk Stock was fallen 
thirty-four in the hundred, and waa mighty 
defirous to buy it ; but I was a little too late 
for the cheapeft time^ being hindred by ba« 
finefs here ; for I was fb wife to gu^ to a 
day when it would fall. My prqjed wee 
this : I had three hundred poends in Ir§^ 
land I andfo I writ to Mr. Stratfdrd in Ac 
city, to deiire he would buy me three hun<- 

dred 
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^red poonds in ^ni $mk^ and that h^ 
Ihould keep the papers^ aad that J wquld be 
bound to pay him for them j and if it 
^ouid ciie or f;^Il« I would t^ke my chance, 
^d pay him ipt£ri$ft in the mean time, i 
ibewed my letter to one or two people^ wha 
underftapd thofe thjings ; and they faid, mo* 
Bey was fo hard to be got here, that no 
man would do it for me. However, Strx^ 
ford^ who is the moft generous man alive^ 
has done it: but it cofts one hundred 
poundl and a half, that is ten ihilUngs, i^ 
that three hundred pounds cofts me three 
hundred pounds and thirty (hillings. This 
was done about a week ago, and I can 
have five pounds for my bargain already* 
Before it fell it was one hundred and thirty 
pounds, and we are fure it will be the iame 
again. I told you I writ to your mother^ 
to defire ihat lady Gtffard would do the 
Uxix^ with what £he owes you ; but i(he tells 
your mother ihc has no money. I wotl4[ 
to God all you had in the world was there* 
Whenever you lend money take this rule, 
to have two people bound, who have both 
vifihle fortunes ; for they wiU hardly die to- 
gether ; and when one dieSi you fall upoi| 
the other, and make him add another fecu-^ 

rity: 
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Hty : and i^Ratbburn (now I have his name) 
pays you in your money, let me know, and 
I will direct Parvifol accordingly : how- 
ever, he fhall wait on you and know. So, 
ladies, enough of bufinefs for one riiglit; 
Paaaaaft twelvvvc o'clock. I muft only 
add, that after a long fit of rainy weather, 
it has been fair two or three days, and is 
this day grown cold and frofty ; fo that you 
muft give poor little Prejlo leave to have a . 
lire in his chamber, morning and evening 
too, and he'll do as much for you. 

14. What, has your chancellor loft his 
fenfes, like Will Crowe? I forgot to tell 
Dingley^ tha^ I was yefterday at Ludgatei 
befpeaking the fpedtacles at the great jfhop 
there, and ftiall have them in a day or two.- 
This has been an infipid day. I dined with 
Mrs. Vanhomrigh^ and came gravely home, 
after juft vifiting the Coffee-houfe. Sir 12/- 
chard Cox, they fay, is fure of going over 
lord chancellor, who is as arrant a puppy 
as ever eat bread : but the duke of Ormond 
has a natural afteftion to puppies, which is 
a thoufand pities, being none himfelf. I 
have been amufing myfelf at home till now, ' 
and in bed bid you good night. 

15. 1 
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i^. I have been vifiting this marnfng, 
out nobody was at home, fecretary St. John^ 
lir Thomas Hanmer^ fir chancellor G^jc-comb, 
&c. I attended the duke of Qrmond with 
about fifty other Irif^ gentlemen at Skinners-- 
hall, where the Londonderry Society laid out 
three hundred pounds to treat us and his 
grace with a dinner. Three great tables with 
the deflfert laid in mighty figure. Sir Ri- 
chard Levinge and I got difcreetly to the 
head of the fecond table, to avoid the crowd 
at thie firft : but it was fo cold, and fo 
confounded a noife with the trumpets and 
hautboys, that I grew weary, and ftole away 
before the fecond courfe came on ; fo I can 
give you no account of it> which is a thou- 
fand pities. I called at Ludgate for Dingley's 
glaflcs, and (hall have them in a day or two; 
and I doubt it will coft me thirty (hillings 
for a microfcope, but not without Stella's 
pcrmiflion ; for I remember (he is a vir- 
tuofo. Shall I buy it or no ? 'Tis not the 
great bulky ones, nor the common little 
ones, to impale a loufe ^ (faviiig your pre- 
fence) upon a needle's point ; but of a more 
cxaft (brt, and clearer to the fight, with all 
its equipage in a little trunk that you may 
carry in your pocket. Tell me, firrah, (hall 

Vol. IV. H I buy 
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I buy it or not for you ? I came Iiomc 
llraight, &c. 

1 6. I dined to-day in the city with Mr. 
Manley^ who invited Mr. Addifon and rac, 
and fome other friends, to his lodging, and 
entertained us very handibmely. I returned 
with Mr. Addtfbn^ and loitered till nine in 
the Coffee-houfe^ where I am hardly known 
by going fo feldom. I am here foliciting for 
frounce ; you know him : he was gunner 
in the former yacht, and would fain be fb 
in theprefent one: if you remember him, 
a good lufty frefh-coloured fellow. Shall I 
ftay till I get another letter from MD before 
I clofe up this ? Mr. Addifon and I meet a 
little feldomer than formerly, although wc 
are ftill at bottom as good friends as ever ; 
but differ a little about party. 

17. To-day I went to Lewis^ at the fc- 
erctary's office, where I faw and fpoke ta 
Mr. Harley^ who promifed, in a few daya, 
to finifli the reft of my bufinefs. I re- 
proached him for putting me on the nc- 
ceflityof minding him of it, and rallied him, 
Sfc. which he took very well. I dined to- 
day with one Mr. Gore, elder brother to a 
young merchant of my acquaintance, and 
Stratjordy and my other friend merchants 

dined 
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dined with uS, where I ftaid late, drinking 
claret and burgundy, and am juft got to 
bed, and will fay no more^ but that it now 
begins to be time to have a letter from my 
own littk MDi for the laft I had above a 
fortnight ago, and ihe date was old too. 

1 8. To-day I dined with Lewis znd Prior" 
at an cating-houfe, but with Lewis's wine. 
Lewis went away, and Prior and I fat on^ 
where we complimented otie another for an 
hour or two upon our mutual wit and poetry. 
Coming home at feven, a gentleman un- 
known ftopt me in the Pall-mail, and afkt 
my advice ; faid he had been to fee the 
queen (who was juft come to town) and the 
people in waiting Would not let him fee 
her; that he had two hundred thoufand 
men ready to ferve her in the war; that 
he knew the queen perfedlly well, and had 
an apaftment at Courts and if fhe heard he 
Was there, (he would fend for him imme-^ 
diately; that fhe owed him two hundred 
thoufand pounds, &c. and he defired my Opi- 
nion whether he fhould go try again whether 
he could fee her ; or becaufe, perhaps, (he 
was weary after her journey, whether he had 
not better ftay till to-morrow, I had a mind 
lo get rid of my companion, and begged 
^ H 2 him 
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him of all love to go and wait on her ini'* 
mediately ; for that, to my knowledge, the 
queen would admit him ; that this was an 
affair of great importance, and required dif- 
patch : and I inftrudlcd him to let me know 
thefuccefs of his bufinefs, and come to the 
Smyrna Ccffee-houfe^ where I would wait for 
him till midnight ; and fo ended this adven- 
ture. I would have fain given the man 
half a crown; but was afraid to offer it 
him, left he (hould be offended ; for befidc 
his money, he faid he had a thoufand pounds 
a year, I came home not early, and fo, ma- 
dams both, good night, (Sc. 

19. I dined to-day with poor lord Mount-- 
joy J who is ill of the gout ; and this even- 
ing 1 chriftened our coffee-man Elliofs child, 
where the rogue had a moft noble fuppcr, 
and Sttele and I fat among fome fcurvy com- 
pany over a bowl of punch, fo that I am 
come home late, young women, and can*t 
Hay to write to little rogues. 

20. I loitered at home, and dined with 
•fir Andrew Fountain at his lodging, and then 
came home : a filly dly, 

21. 1 was vifiting all this morning, and 
then went to the fecretary's office, and 
found Mr. Harkvj with whom I dined ; and 

fccrctary 
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Secretary St. John^ &c. and Harfey promifed 
in a very few days to finifli what remains of 
my bufinefs. Prior was of the company, 
and we all dine at the fecretary's to-morrow. 
I faw Stelld% mother this morning : fhc came 
early, and we talked an hour. 1 wifli you 
would propofc to lady Giffard to take the 
three hundred pounds out of her hands, and 
give her common intereft for Jife, and fecu- 
rity that you will pay her : the bifliop of 
Clogher, or any friend, would be fccurity for 
you, if you gave them countcr-fecurity ; 
and it may be argued, that it wiil pafs bet- 
ter to be in your hands than hers in cafe of 
mortality, &c. Your mother fays, if you 
write (he'll fecond it ; and you may write 
to your mother, and then it will come from 
her. She tells me lady Giffard has a mind 
to fee me, by her difcourfc; but I told her 
what to fay, v/ith a vengeance. She told 
lady Giffard fhe was going to fee me : (he 
looks extremely well. I am writing in my 
bed like a tyger, and fo good night, &c. 

22. \ dined with fecretary St. John -, and 
lord Dartmouth^ who is t'other fecretary, 
iiined with us, and lord Orrery and Prior ^ 
6cc. Harley called, but could not dine with 
us, and would have had me away while I 
H 3 was 
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tvas at dinner ; but I did not like the comr 
pany he was to have. We ftayed till eight, 
and I called at the Cofee-houfe, and looked 
where the letters lie ; but no letter dire6tc4 
for Mr. Prejio : at laft I faw a letter to Mr. 
Addifon, and it looked like a rogue's hand, 
fo I made the fellow give it me, and opened 
it before him, and faw three letters all for 
my felf : fo, truly, I put them in my pockety 
and came home to my lodging. Well, and 
fo you fhall hear : well, and fo I found one 
of them in Dingley'% hand, and t*oiher in 
^teUas, and the third in Domvilles. Well, 
fo you fliall hear ; So, ftid I to myfclf^ 
what now, two letters from MD together? 
But I thought there was fomething in the 
wind I fo I opened one, and I opened t'other; 
and fo you (hall hear, one was from JValis^ 
Well, but t'other was from own dear JlfjDj 
yes it was. O faith, have you received my 
feventh, young women, already ; then 1 muft 
fend this to-morro>v, elfe there will be old 
doings at our houfe, faith. — Well, I won't 
anfwer your letter in this : no faith, catch 
me at that, and I never faw the like. Wclli 
]p\M as to JValls^ tell him (with fcrvici tq 
him and wife, &c.J that I have no imagi- 
j]at:*.on of Mr. Pratfs lofing his place : and 

while 
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while Pratt continues Clements is in no dan- 
ger ; and I have already engaged lord Hyde 
he fpeaks of, for Pratt and twenty others j 
but, iffucha thing fliould happen, I will do 
what I can. I have above ten bufineiTcs of 
other people's now on my hands, and, I 
believe, fhall^ mifcarry in half. It is your 
fixth I now have received. ' I writ laft port: 
to the biftiop of Clogher again.' Shall I 
fend this to-morrow ? Well, I will to oblige 
MD. Which would you rather, a fliort 
ktter every week, or a long one every fort-^ 
night ? A long one ; well, it fliall be done, 
and fogood night. Well, but is this along 
one ? No, I warrant you : too long for 
naughty girls. 

23. I only afk, have you got both the tea 
pounds, or only the firft ; I hope you mean 
both. Pray be good houfewives ; and I beg 
you to walk when you can for health. Have 
you the horfe in town ? and do you ever 
ride him ? how often ? Confefs. Ahhh, 
firrah, have I caught you ? Can you contrive 
to let Mrs. Fenton know, that the requefl 
(he has made me in her letter, I will ufe 
what credit I have to bring about, although 
1 hear it is very difficult, and I doubt I (ball 
not fucceed. Cox is not to be your chan- 
H 4 cellor : 



( 104 ) 

ccllor: all joined againft him. I have been 
flipping with lord Peterborow, at his houfe, 
with Prior, Lewis, and Dr. Freind. 'Tis 
the ramt)rmgeft lying rogue on earth. Dr. 
Raymond is come to town : 'tis late, and fq 
I bid you good night. 

24. I tell you pretty management : AW 
Southwell told me t'other day, he had a let- 
ter from the bifhops of Ireland^ with an ad- 
drcfs to the duke of Ormond, to intercede 
with the queen, to take off the Firji-Fruits. 
I dined with him to-day, and faw it, with 
another letter to hini frorn the bifliop of 
Kildare, to call upon me for the papers, 
Cfc. and I had laft poft one from the arch- 
bifliop of Dublin J telling n^e the reafon of 
this proceeding; that upon hearing the 
duke of Ormond was declare4 lord licuter 
xiant, they met, and the bifhops were for 
this projedl, and talkt coldly of my being 
folicitor, as one that was favoured by t'other 
party, Gfr. but defired that I would ftill for 
licit. Now the wifdom of this is admira- 
ble i for I had given the archbifhop an ac- 
count of my reception from Mr. Harley, and 
how he had fpoken to the queen, and pro- 
mifed it (hould be done ; but Mr. Harley 
ordered me to tell no perfon alive. Some 

time 



( 105 ) 

time after he gave me leave to let the pri-» 
mate and archbifliop know that the queen 
had remitted the Firji-Fruits ; and that in 
a (hort time they ftiould have an account of 
it in form fvomlord Dartmcfuth, fccretaryof 
ftate. So while their letter was on the road 
to the duke of Ormond and Southwell^ mine 
was going to them with an account of the 
thing being done. \ writ a very warm an- 
fwer to the archbifliop immediately, and 
ihewed my refentments, as I ought, againft 
the bifhops, only in good manners, except- 
ing himfelf. I wonder what they will fay 
when they hear the thing is done. I was 
yefterday forced to tell Southwell fo, that 
the queen had done it, &c. for he faid, my 
lord duke would think of it fome months 
hence when he was going for Ireland; and 
he had it three years in doing formerly, 
without any fuccefs. I give you free leave 
to fay, on occafion, that it is done, and that 
Mr. Harley prevailed on the queen to do it, 
Gfr. as you pleafc. As I hope to live, T de- 
fpife the credit of it, out of an cxcefs of 
pride, and defire you will not give me the 
leaft merit when you talk of it i but I woul4 
vex the bi(hops, and have it fpread that 
Mr. Harley had done it : pray do fo. Your 

mother 
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motlicf fent me lad night a parcel of wax 
candles, and a band-box full of fmall plum- 
cakes. I thought it had been fomething for 
you ; and, without opening them, fent an- 
fwer by the maid that brought them, that 
I would take care to fend the .things, &c. 
but I will write her thanks. Is this a long 
letter, firrahs ? Now, arc you fatisfied ? I 
have had no fit fince the firft : I drink 
brandy every morning, and take pills every 
night. Never fear, I an't vexed at this 
puppy bufinefs of the biihops, although I 
was a little at firft. TU tell you my re- 
ward : Mr. Harley will think he has done 
me a favour j the duke of Ormonde perhaps, 
that I have put a negled: on him ; and the 
bifliops in Ireland^ that I have done nothing 
at all. So goes the world. But I have got 
above all this, and, perhaps, I have better 
reafon for it than they know : and fo you 
{hall hear no more oi Firji FruitSy dukes, 
Harleys^ archbifhops, and Southwells. 

I have dipt oS Raymond \Mpoxi fome of his 
countrymen to (hew him the town, &c. 
and I lend him Patrick. He defires to fit 
with me in the evenings; upon which I 
have given Patrick pofitive orders that I am 
Txol within at evenings. 



(107 ) 
LETTER X. 

Loi>don, Nov. 25, 1710. 

X^LL tell you fomething that's plaguy filly: 
I had forgot to fay on the 23d in my laft, 
where I dined ; and becaufe 1 had done it 
conftantly, I thought it was a great omiflion, 
and was going to interline it ; but at lafl;^ 
the fillinefs of it made me cry, Pfhah, and 
I let it alone. I was to-day to fee the Par^ 
liament meet j but only faw a great crowd : 
and Ford and I went to fe6 the tombs at 
Wejlminjlery and fauntered fo long I was 
forced to go to an eating-houfe for my din- 
ner. Bromley is chofen fpeaker, nemine con-- 
fradicente : Do you underftand thofe two 
words ? And Pompey^ colonel HilPs Blacky 
defigns to ftand Ipeaker for the footmen. 
I am engaged to ufe my intereft for him, 
and have fpoken to Patrick to get him fomc 
Totes. We are now all impatient for the 
queen's fpeech, what (he will fay about re- 
pioving the miniftry, Gfr. I have got a 
cold, and I don't know how; but got it I 
have, and am hoarfc : I don't know whe- 
ther it will grow better or worfe. What's 
fhat to you ? I won't anfwer your letter to- 
night. 
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night. I'll keep you a little longer in fuf- 
pcnfe : I can't fend it. Yoar mother's 
cakes are very good, and one of them ferves 
me for a breakfaft, and fo I'll go fleep like 
a good boy. 

26. I have got a cruel cold, and ftaid 
within all this day in my night-gown, and 
dined on fix-pennyworth of viftuals, and 
read and writ, and was denied to every body. 
. Dr. Raymond called often, and I was de- 
nied ^ and at laft, when I was weary, I let 
him come up, and afked him, without con- 
fequence. How Patrick denied me, and 
whether he had the art of it ? So by this 
means he fhall be ufed to have me denied 
to him; otherwife he would be a plaguy 
trouble and hindrance to n)e : he has i'at 
with me two hoqr3, and drank a pint of ale 
coft me five pence, and fmoakt his pipe, and 
'tis now paft eleven that he is juft gone. 
Well, my eighth is with you pow, young 
women, and yoqr icventh to me is ibme- 
where in a poft- boy's bag; and fo go to 
your gang of deans, and Stoytes^ and Walls ^ 
and lofe your money; go, fauce-boxes, and 
fo good night and be happy, dear rogues. 
Qh, but your box was fcnt to Dr, Hawkjkaw 

by 
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by Sterne^ ^nd you will have it with Hmvl^^ 
JhaiVy and fpcdtaclcs, Gfr. &c. 

27. To-day Mr. Harley met me in the 
court of requells, and whifpered me to dine 
with him. At dinner I told him what thofe 
bifhops had done, and the difficulty I was 
under. He bid me never trouble myfelf ; he 
would tell the duke of Ormond the bufinefs 
was done, and that he need not concern 
himfclf about it. So now I am cafy, and 
they may hang themfelves for a parcel of in- 
folent ungrateful rafcals. I fuppofe I told 
you in my laft, how they fent an addrefs to 
the duke of Ormond, and a letter to South- 
welly \Q call on me for the papers, after the 
thing was over, but they had not received 
my letter ; though the archbifliop might, 
by what I writ to him, have expeded it 
would be done. Well, there's an end pf 
that ; and in a little time the queen will fend 
them notice, &c. And fo the methods will 
be fettled ; and then I fhall think of return- 
ing, although the bafenefs of thofe bif^ops 
makes me love Ireland lefs than 1 did. 

28. Lord Halltfax fcnt to invite me to 
dinner, where I ftaid till fix, and croft him 
in all his Whig talk, and made him often 
come over to me. I know he makes court 

to 



( no ) 

to the new men, although heafFcdis totalfe 
like a Whig, I had a letter to-day from the 
bifhop of Clogher ; but I writ to him lately, 
that I would obey his commands to the duke 
of Ormond. He fays I bid him read the 
London Shaver j and that you both fwore it 
was Shaver^ and not Shower. You all lie, 
and you are puppies, and can't read Prejlo's 
hand. The bifhop is out entirely in his 
conjeftures of my fhare in the Tatlers. — I 
have other things to mind, and of much 
greater importance ♦, elfe I have little to do 
to be acquainted with a new miniftry, who 
cpnfidcr me a little more than Irijh bifliops 
do. 

29. Now for your fancy good dear letter : 
let me fee, what does it fay ? come then* 
I dined to-day with Ford^ and went home 
early; he debauched me to his chamber 
again with a bottle of wine till twelve : fo 
good night. I can't write an anfwer noWf 
you. rogues. 

30. To-day I haye been vifiting, which I 
had long negledted -, and I dined with Mrs. 
Barton alone ; and fauntercd at the Coffei- 
houfe till paft eight, and have been bufy till 

♦ He was writing the Examiner at this time. 

eleven, 
2 
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eleven, and now Til anfwer your letter, 
faucc-box. Well, let me fee now again. 
My wax candle's almoft our, but however 
I'll begin. Well then, don't be fo tedious, 
Mr. Prejip ; what can you (ay to MD's let- 
ter ? Make hafte, have done with your 
preambles — Why, I fay I am glad you arc 
. fo often abroad ; your mother thinks it is 
,want of exercife hurts you, and fo do I. 
(She called here to-night, but I was not 
within, that's by the bye.) Sure you don't 
deceive me, Sfel/a^ when you fay you arc 
in better health than you were thefe three 
weeks; for Dr. 2?^/^^^^ told. me ypfterday, 
that Smytb of the Blind-^ay had been 
telling Mr. Leigh ^ that he left you extreamly 
ill ; and in fhort, fpoke fo, that he almofl 
put poor Leigh into tears, and would have 
made me run diftra(fted; though your letter 
is dated the nth inftant, and I faw Snytb 
in the city above a fortnight ago, as I paft 
by in a coach. Pray, pray, don't write, 
Stella^ until you are mighty, mighty, migh- 
ty, mighty, mighty well in your eyes, and 
are fure it won't do you the leaft hurt. Or 
come, I'll tell you what ; you, miftrefs 
Stella^ fhall write your fhare at five or fix 
fittings, one fitting a day j and then comes 

Dingley 
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t)ingley all together, and then Stella a littld 
crumb towards the end, to let us fee (he 
remembers Prejlo -, and then conclude with: 
fomething handfome and genteel, as your 
mod humblecumdumble, or, (Sc. O Lord ! 
does Patrick write word of my not coming 
liWfpring? Infolent man! he know my fe- 
crets? No; as my lord Mayer faic^ N^*;? 
if I thought my fliirt knew>. 0?^.. . Faith, h 
will come as foon as it is any way properi. 
for me to come 5 but, to fay the truth, I 
am at prefent a little involved with the. pre-, 
fent miniftry in fome certain things (which 
I tell you as a fecret) and foon as ever I can 
clear my hands, I will ftay no longer : for I 
hope' x\\QjirJi'fruit bufinefs will be foon over 
in all its forms. But, to fay the truth, the 
prefent miniftry have a difficult tafk, and 
want me, &c. Perhaps they may be juft, 
as grateful as others : but, according to the 
beft judgment I have, they are purfuing the 
true intereft of the publick ; and therefore 
I am glad to contribute what is in my 
power. For God's fake, not a word of thi» 
to any alive. — Your chancellor ? Why, ma- 
dam, I can tell you he has been dead this 
fortnight. Faith, 1 could hardly forbear 
our little language about a nafty dead chan- 
cellor, 
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Ccllor, as you may fee by the blot*. Ploughs 
ing ? A pox plough them ; they'll plough 
me to nothing* But have you got your 
moncy^ both the ten pounds ? How durfi 
he pay you the fecond fo foon ? . Pray, be 
good hufwifes. — ^ Aye, well, and ^oe ; why^ 
I had a letter lately from "Jae^ defiring I 
would take fome care of their poor town -f-, 
who, he fays, will lofe their liberties. To 
which i defired Dr. Raymond would return 
anfweri That the town had behaved them- 
felvcfi fo ill to me, fo little regarded the ad-* 
vice I gave them^ and difagreed fo much 
among themfelves, that I was refolved never 
to have iftore to do with them ; but that 
whatever j^erfonal kindnefs I could do to 
y^e^ &oiild be done. Pray, when you ha- 
peti to fee 'Joe^ tell him this, left Raymond 
fhoold have blundefed or forgotten. — Poor 
'bAvs.WtJley — Why thefe poligyesj for being 
abroad ? Why Ihould you be at home at 

* To make this InteHigible, it is nccefliiry to ob- 
re#V«, that, the words this fortnight i in the preceding 
fentcncc^ were firft written in what he calls their lit- 
tle language, »:nd dfterwards fcratched out and written 
plain. It mufl be confefll-d this little language, which 
palled current between S:v:ft and 5/6*//^;, hai occafi >ned 
inffnite trouble in the levilal of ihefe papers, 

t Trim. 

\ So written for apol g'cs. 

Vol. IV. I all 
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^I, until Stella is quite well ? — So, here is. 
miftrcfs Stella again with her two eggs, &c. 
My Shower admired with You ; why, the 
bifliop of Clogber fays, he has feen Ibme- 
thing of mine of the fame fort, better than 
the Shower. I fuppofe he means The Morn- 
ing i but it is not half fo good. I want your 
judgment of things, and not your country's. 
How does MD like it ? and do they tafte it 
all? &c. § I am glad dean Bolton has paid 
the twenty pounds. Why fhould not I chid« 
the bifliop of Clogher for writing to the arch- 
bifliop of Cajhely without fending the letter 

firft to me ? It does not fignify a ; for 

he has no credit at court. Stuff — they arc 
all puppies. I'll break your head in good 
earned, young woman, for your nafty jeft 
about Mrs. Barton. Unlucky fluttikin, what 
a word is there ? Faith, I was thinking 
yefterday, when I was with her, whether 
Ihe could break them or no ||, and it quite 
fpoiled my imagination. Mrs. Walls^ docs 
Stella win as flie pretends ? No indeed, doc- 
tor i flie lofes always, and will play ib ven* 

§ He certainly means the ridicule of triplets in par* 
ticular. 

II This jeft is loft, whatever it was, for want of 
MD\ letter. 

teffomefy% 
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ttfjofhely^ how can (he win ? See here now ; 
ian*t you an impudent lying flut ? Doi open 
Jiofm)ile%\tlX!tx\ what does it fignify, if you 
have a mind ? Yes, faith, you write fmartly 
with your eyes (hut ; all was well but the 
tr. See how I can do it ; Madam Stella^ 
your humble fervant ^. O, but one may 
look whether dne goes crooked or no, and 
fo write on. Til tell you what you may do ; 
you may write with your eyes half fhut, 
juft as when one is going to lleep : I have 
done fo for two or three lines now i 'tis but 
juft feeing enough to go ftraight. — Now, 
madam Dingley, I think I bid you tell Mr. 
JVallsy that in cafe there be occafion, I will 
ferve his friend as far as I can ; but I hope 
there will be none. Yet I bclievp you will 
have a new Parliament ; but I care not whe- 
ther you have or no a better. You are mif- 
taken in all your conjedlures about the Tat- 
lers. I have given him one or two hints, 
and you have heard me talk about the Sbil^ 
ling. Faith, thefe anfwering letters are very 
long ones : you have taken up almoft the 
room of a week in journals ; and Til tell 

f Here he writ with his eyes (hut, and the writing 
18 fofnewhac crooked, although as well in other refpe<^ 
2M if his eyes had been open. 

I 2 you 



you what, I faw fellows wearing crofics to*' 
day *, and I wondered what was the mat- 
ter ; but juft this minute I recolkia it is lit- 
tle Prejios birth-day, \ and I was refblved 
thefe three days to remember it when it 
came, but could not. Pray, drink roy 
heahh to-day at dinner; do, you rogues. 
Do you like Sid Hamefs Rod? Do yoit 
tinderftand it all ? Well, now at Taft I have 
done with your letter, and fo I'll lay me 
down to flcep, and about fair maids; and I 
hope merry maids all, 

Dec. I. Morning. I wifli Smyth were 
hanged. I was dreaming the moft melan- 
choly things in the world of poor Stella^ 
and was grieving and crying all night. — 
P<hoh, 'tis foolifh : Til rife and divert my- 
fclf ; fo good morrow, and God of his infi- 
nite mercy keep and proted: you. The 
bifliop oi Clogbcr^ letter is dated Ncny. 21. 
He fiys, you thought of going with him 
to Ciogkcr. I am heartily glad of it, and 
tvifh you would ride there, and Dingley go 
in a coach. I have had no fit finte my firlf, 
although fometimes my head is not quite in 
good orden — At night. I w^s this morn- 

♦ St. And'ivSsi iiay. 

ing 
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ing to viiit Mr. Pratt^ who i$ come over 
Tvith poor fick lord Shetburn ; they made mc 
dine with them, and there I flaid, like a 
ix)oby, till eight, looking over them at om- 
bre, and then came home. Lord Sbelburn^ 
giddinefs is turned into a cholick, and he 
looks miferably. 

. 2. Steele^ the rogue, has done the impu- 
identeft thing in the world : he faid fome- 
thing in a Tatler, that we ought to ufe the 
vior A Great Britain y and not England, in 
common converfation, ias. The fine/i lady iu 
Great Britain^ &c. Upon this, Rowe, Prior, 
znd I fent him a letter, turning this into 
ridicule. He has to-day printed the letter, 
and figned it J. S. M. P. and N. R. the firft 
letters of all our names. Congreve told mc 
to-day, he fmoakt it immediately. Congreve 
and I and Sir Charles JVager dined to-day at 
Delaval'Sy the Portugal envoy ; and I ftard 
there till eight, and came home, and aoi 
now writing to you before I do bufinefs, 
becaiife that dog Patrick is not at home, 
and the fire is not made, and I am not in 
my gear. Pox take him ! — I was looking 
by chance at the top of this fide, and find I 
i^ke plaguy miflakes in words; fo that you 
JtoufI fence againfl that as well as bad wri- 

I 3 ting- 
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ting. Faith, I can't nor won*t read what 
I have written. (Pox of this puppy !) Well, 
I'll leave you till I am got to bed, and then 
I'll fay a word or two. — Well, 'tis now al- 
moft twelve, and I have been bufy ever fincc, 
by a fire too, (I have my coals by half a 
bufliel at a time. Til aflure you) and now 
I am got to bed. Well, and what have yoq 
to fay to Prejio now he is a-bed ? Come 
now, let us hear your fpceches. No, 'tis a 
lie, I ail't fleepy yet. Let us fit up a little 
longer, and talk. Well, where have you 
been to-day, that you are but juft this mi- 
nute come home in a coach ? What have 
you loft ? Pay the coachman, Stella. No, 
faith, not I, he'll grumble. — What new acn 
quaintance have you ^ot ? come, let us hcar» 
I have made Delaval promife to fepd me 
fome Brazil tobacco from Porttigal for you, 
madam Dingley. I hope you'll have youc 
chocolate and fpedtaple^ befofe this comes tq 
you. 

3. Pfhaw, I muft be writing to thefc 
dear faucy brats every night, whether I will 
or no, let me have what bufinefs I will, or 
come home ever fo late, or be ever fo fleepy i 
but an old faying, and a true one, Be yon 
lords, or be you earls, you muft y^rite to 
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naughty girls. I was to-day at Courtr aad 
faw Raymond among the Beef-eaters^ flaying 
to fee thfe queen : fo I put him in a better 
flation, made two or three dozen of bows, 
and went to church, and then to Court again, 
to pick up a dinner, as I did with Sir John 
Stanley, and then we went to vifit lord 
Mountjoyy and juft now left him, and 'tis 
near eleven at night, young women, and 
methinks this letter comes pretty near to 
the bottom, and 'tis but eight days fince the 
date, and don't think I'll write on t'other 
fide, I thank you for nothing. Faith, if I 
would ufe you to letters on fheets as broad 
as this room, you would always expert them 
from me. Oh, faith, I know you well 
enough J but an old faying, Gfr. Two fides 
in a flieet, and one in a ilreet. I think that's 
but a filly old faying, and fo I'll go to fleep, 
and do you fo too. 

4. I dined to-day with Mrs. Vanbom-^ 
righj and then came home, and fludied till 
evening. No adventure at all to-day. 

5. So I went to the court of requefts (we 
•have had the Devil and all of rain by the 

bye) to pick up a dinner ; and Henley made 
me go dine with nim and one colonel Brag 
^t a tavern, coft me money, faith. Con^ 
I 4 grcvei 
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greve was to be there, but came BOt. 1 
(rame with Henley to the Coffee-houfc^ where 
lord Salijbury feemed mighty dcfirous to talk 
with me ; and while he was wriggling him- 
felf into my favour, that dog Henley allccd 
jne alpud, whether I would go to fee lord 
Somersy as I had promifed (which was a lie) 
and all to vex poor lord ZaUJltiry^ who is 
^ high T!ory. . He played two or three other 
fuch tricks, and I was forced to leave my 
Jord, and I came home at feven, and have 
]3een writing ever fince, and will now go to 
bed. T'other day I faw "Jack Temple in the 
court of requefts : it was the firft time of 
feeing him ; fo we talked two or three care- 
less words, and parted. Is it true that your 
recorder and mayor, and fanatick * aiders* 
men, a month or two ago, at a folemn feaft, 
drank Mr. HarleySy lord Rochcjier^j and 
other Tbry healths? Let me know; it was 
confidently faid here. — -The fcoundrels ! It 
fhan't do, Tom. 

6. When is this letter to go, I wonder: 
hcarkee, young women, tell me that, Sa-^ 

* The alJcrmen of Duhiin were fanati al in thofe 
clays ; but for thefe eij^ht or ten years paft, the pro- 
tvUaiit party have fo far prevailed, that they have kep^ 
out fanaticks of all denojr.in.'.tions, and iccm deicr-' 
ijiined ncv^r to a^mit one mure intj their body, 

turdcijf 
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iurday next for certain, and not before t 
then it will be juft a fortnight ; time enough 
for naughty girls, and long enough for two 
letters, faith. Congreve and Delaval havcf 
^t laft prevailed on Sir Godfrey Kneller to in^ 
treat me to let him draw my pifture for no- 
thing ; but I know not yet when I fliall fit. 
— It is luch monftrous rainy weather, that 
there is no doing with it. Secretary St. John 
fcnt to me this morning, that my dining 
with him to-day was put off till to-morrow; 
fo I peaceably fat with my neighbour FW, 
dined with him, and came home at fix, and 
am now in bed as ufual j and now it is time 
to have another letter from AfZ), yet I would 
not have it till this goes; for that would 
look like two letters for one. Is it not 
whimfical that the dean has never once 
written to me ? And I find the archbifiiop 
very filent to that letter I fent him with an 
account that the bufinefs was done. I be-? 
lieve he knows not what to write or fay ; 
and I have fince written twice to him, both 
times with a vengeance. Well, go to bed, 
firrahs, and fo will I. But have you loft to- 
.day ? Three (hillings. O fye, O fye. 

7. No, I won't fend this letter to-day, 
ppr till Saturday y faith ; and I'm fo afraid of 

one 
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one From MD between this and that : if it 
comes, ril juft fay I received a letter, and 
that's all. I dined today with Mr. fccre- 
Xzxy St.Jobriy where were \qx6, Anglefea^ Sir 
T^bomas Hanmer^ Prior^ Freindj &c. and 
then made a debauch after nine at Priors 
houfe, and have eaten cold pye, and I hate 
the thoughts of it, and I am full, and I 
don't like it, and V\l go to bed» and it is 
late, and fo good night. 

8. To-day I dined with Mr. Harley and 
Prion but Mr. 5/. John did not come, 
though he promifcd : he chid me for not 
feeing him oftener. Here's a damned libel- 
lous pamphlet come out againft lord Wbar- 
torit giving the charadler firft, and then tel- 
ling fome of his adtions : the charader is 
very well, but the fadls indifferent. It has 
been fent by dozens to feveral gentlemen's 
lodgings, and I had one or two of them, 
but nobody knows the author or printer. 
We are terribly afraid of the plague ; they 
fay it is at Newcajik. I begged Mr. Harley 
for the love of God to take fome care about 
it, or we are all ruined. There have been 
orders for all fliips from the Baltick to pafs 
their quarantaiq before they land i but they 

negle(^ 
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negleift It. You remember I have been afraid 
fhefe two years. 

9. O faith, you're 9 faucy rogue. I have 
had your fixth letter juft now, before this 15 
gone ; but I won't anfwer a word of it, only 
that i never was giddy fince my firft fit, biit 
I have had a cold juft a fortnight, and cough 
with it ftill morning and evening ; biit it 
will go off. It is, however, fuch abomin- 
able weather that ^ no creature can walk. 
They fay here three of your commiffioners 
will be turned out, Ogky South, and St. 
Sluintain, and that Dick Stuart and Ludlow 
will be two of the new ones. I am a little 
foliciting for another ; -tis poor lord Aier^ 
corny but that 15 a fecret, I mean, that I be- 
friend him, is a fecret ; but I believe it is 
too late, by his own fault and ill fortune. 
I dined with him to-day. I am heartily 
forry you don't go to Clogher, faith, I am; 
and fo God Almighty proteft poor dear, 
dear, dear, deareft MD. Farewel till • to- 
night, ril begin my eleventh to-night ; fo 
I am always writing to little MD. 
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LETTER XI. 

London, Dec. 9, 17 10. 

Ibo, young women, I have juft fent my 
tenth to the poft-office, and, as I told you, 
bave received your fcventh (faith I'm afraid 
I miftook, and faid your £xth, and then we 
iball be all in confufion this month.) Well, 
I told you I dined with lord Ahercorn to-day, 
and that's enough till by and bye^ for I muft • 
go write idle things; and twittle twattle. 
What's here to do with your little AfD^s I 
and fo I put this by for a while.*— 'TU now 
late, and I can only fay MD's a dear &ucy 
rogue, and what then ? Fnjlo loves them 
ihe better. 

io. This fon of a b— Patrick is out of 
the way, and I can do nothings am forced 
to borrow coals : 'tis now fix o'clock, and I 
am come home after a pure walk in the 
Fark I delicate weather, begun only to-day. 
A terrible ftorm laft night : we hear one 
of your pacquet-boats is caft away, and 
young Beau Swift in it, and general Sankey: 
I know not the truth ; you will before me^ 
'Raymond talks of leaving the town in a few 
days, and going in a month to Ireland^ for 

fear 
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fear his wife £hould be too far gone, tnd 
forced to be brought to-bed here. I think 
he is in the right ; but perhaps this pacquet- 
boat will fright him. He has no reU(h for 
London i aiid I do not wonder at iu He has 
got ibme Tenfplars from Ireland that £hew 
bim the town. I do not let him fee me 
abo?e twice a week^ and that only while I 
amdreiQIag in the morning. — Sa» now^thc 
pw^jpy's come in, aixd I have got my own " 
ink* bat a new pen; and fo now you arc 
rogues and fauce-boxes till I go to bed ; for 
J muft go ftudy, firrahs. Now I think of 
it, tell the bifhop of Clogber he (hall not 
cheat me of one inch of my Bell Metal. You 
know it is nothing but to fave the town 
money ; and Enijkilling can afford it bcttnr 
than Laracor : he fhajl have but one thou- 
fand five hundred weight. I have, been 
reading, &c. as ufual, and am now going 
to bed ; and I find this day's article is long 
enough: fo get you gone till to-morrow 
and then. I dined with fir Maithev) Dudley^ 
II. I am come again as yefterday, and th<^ 
puppy had again lockt up my ink, notwith- 
ftanding all I faid to him yeftcrday ; but he 
came home a little after me, fo all is well : 
they are lighting my fire, and III go fludy. 

The 
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The hit wcathet. is gone again, and it nai 
rained all day. I do not like this open wea- 
ther, though fome fay it is healthy. They 
fay it is a falfe report about the plague at 
Newcajile. I have no riews to-day i I dined 
with Mrs. Vanhomrigh^ to deiire them t6 
buy me a fearf j and lady Ab&c(hrn is te 
buy me another, to fee who does beft : mine 
is all in rags. I faw the duke of Richmond 
yefterday at Court again ; but would not 
fpeak to him : I believe we are fallen out. 
I am now in bed ; and it has rained all this 
evening, like wild-fire : Have you fo much 
rain in your town ? Raymond v^zs in a fright, 
as I expefted, upon the news of this fliip- 
wreck ; but I perfuadcd him, and he leaves 
this town in a week. I got him acquainted 
with fir Robert Raymond^ the folicitor gene- 
ral, who owns him to be of his family; 
and I believe it may do him a kindneis, by 
being recommended to your new lord chan-^ 
cellor. — I had a letter from Mrs. Long^ that 
has quite turned my ftomach againfl her : 
no Icfs than two nafty jefts in it with dafiies 
to fuppofe them. She is corrupted in that 
country town ♦ with vile converfation. — I 

• Lynn-Regiu 

vvon"t 
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won't anfwer your letter till I hive leifurc : 
fo let this go on as it will, what care I ? 
what cares faucy Prefto ? 

12. I was to-day at the fecretary's ofiica 
with Lewis, and in came lord Rivers, who 
took Lewis out and whifpered him; and 
then came up to me to defire my acquaint- 
ance, &c. fo we bowed and complimented 
a while, and parted ; and I dined with PAi/. 
Savage -f-, and his Irijh Club^ at their board- 
ing place ; and, paffing an evening fcurvily 
enough, did not come home till eight. Mr. 
Addifon and I hardly meet once a fortnight; 
his Parliament X and my different friendfliips 
keep us afunder. Sir Matthew Dudley turned 
away his butler yefterday morning, and at 
night the poor fellow died fuddenly in the 
flreets: Was not it an odd event? But 
what care you ; but then I knew the but- 
ler. — Why, it feems your pacquet-boat is 
not loft : p£hah, how filly that is, when I 
had already gone through the forms, and 
faid it was a fad thing, and that I was forry 
for it. But when mufl I anfwer this letter 
of our MD's i Here it is, it lies between 
this paper on t'pther fide the leaf: one of 

t Chancellor of the Exchequer in Ireland. 
X /. /• his attendance in parliamenCk 

thcfe 
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thefe odd-come-fhortly's 111 cpafider, afi4 
fo good night* 

13. Morning. I atn to go traping with 
lady Kerry and Mrs, Pratt to fee fights all 
this day : they engaged me yeilerday morn* 
ing at tea. You hear the havock making 
in the army : Meredyth^ Macartney f and co- 
lonel Ihmywood^ are obliged to fell their 
commands at half ?alue> and leave the arrny^ 
for drinking Deftrudtion to the prcfent mi- 
niftry^ and dreiiing up a hat on a ftkkj and 
calling it Barley i then drinking a glafs with 
one hand, and difcharging a piftol with the 
other at the maukin, wifliing it were Harley 
lumielf ; and a hundred other fuch pretty 
tricksi a« enflaming their foldiers, and fo« 
rdgn miniAers, againft the late changes at 
Court. Cadogan has had a little poring: 
Ins mother told me yeflerday he had loft 
the place of envoy 5 but I hope they will go 
no fijrther with him, for he was not at thofe 
mutinous meetings. Well, thefe faucy jades 
take up {o much of my time,, with writing 
to them ill aborning ; but foith I am gkd 
to fee you whenever I can : a little fnap 
and away ; and fo hold your tongue, for I 
muft rife : not a word for your life. How 
now WW ? So, very well ^ flay till I come 
7 home 
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)iome,'and then, perhaps, you may hear fur- 
ther from me. And where will you go to- 
day, for I can't be with you for thcfe ladies ? 
It is a rainy ugly day, Fd have you fend 
for JVdllsy and go to the dean's- but don't 
play fmall games when you lofe. You'll be 
ruined by Manilio^ Bafto^ the ^een, and 
two fmall trumps in red. I confcfs 'tis a 
good hand againil the player : but then 
there arc SpaJiiio, Punto^ the King, ftrong 
trumps againft you, which, with one Trump 
more, are three tricks ten ace : for, fup- 
pofe you play your Manilio — Oh, filly, how 
I prate and can't get away from this MD 
in a morning. Go,, get you gone, dear 
naughty girls, and let me rife. There, P^- 
trick lockt up my ink again the third time 
laft night : the rogue gets the better of me ; 
but I will rife in fpite of you, firrahs. — At 
flight. Lady Kerry ^ Mrs. Fratty Mrs. C^- 
dogarif and I, in one coach ; lady Kerry s 
fon and his governor, and two gentlemen, 
in another 3 maids and mifTes, and little 
mafter (lord Sbelburri^ children) in a third, 
all hackneys, fct out at ten o'clock this 
morning from lord SheJburns houfe in P/V- 
cadilly to the Tower^ and faw all the fights, 
lions, Gfr. then to Bedlam i then dined at 
Vol. IV. K the 
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the Chop'boufe behind the Exchange ; then 
to Grejlmm College (but the keeper was not 
at home) and conchided the night at the 
Fuppet-Sbewy whence we came home lafe 
at eight, and I left them. The ladies were 
all in mobbs ; how do you call it ? undreft ; 
and it was the rainieft day that ever dript ; 
and I'm weary, and 'tis now paft eleven. 

14. Stay, ril anfwer fome of your letter 
this morning in bed : let me fee ; come 
and appear, little letter. Here I am, fays 
he, and what fay you to Mrs. MD this 
morning frefh and fafting ? Who dares think 
MD negligent ? I allow them a fortnight, 
and they give it me. I could fill a letter in 
a week ; but it is longer every day, and fa 
I keep it a fortnight, and then 'tis cheaper 
by one half. I have never been giddy, dear 
Stella, fince tliat morning : I have taken a 
whole box of pills, and keckt at them every 
night, and drank a pint of brandy at morn- 
ings. — Oh then, you kept FreJio% little 
Birth-day : v/ould to God I had been with 
you. I forgot it, as I told you before.^ 
Ridiculous, madam; I fuppofe you mean 
R/diculous : let me have no more of that> 
'tis the author of the Atalantis's fpellingr 
I have mended it in your letter. And caa 
6 St4:lla^ 
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Stella read this writing without hurting her 
dear eyes ? O, faith, Tm afraid not. Have 
a care of thofe eyes, pray, pray, pretty Stella. 
•— Tis vyeU epough what you obferve, That 
if I ^yrit bjetter, perhaps you would not 
read fo \YeJl, being ufcd to this manner; 
'tis an alphabet you are ufed to : you know 
fuch a pothook makes a letter; and you 
know what letter, and fo, and fb. — ^111 fwear 
he told me fo, and that they were long let- 
ters too i but I told him it was a Gafconnade 
of yours, G?r. I am talking of the biihop of 
C/(?g-^(?r, how he forgot. Turnover*. I had 
potroopi on t'other fide to fay that, fo 1 did 
it on this : I fancy that's a good Irj/b blun- 
der. Ah, why don't ypu go down to Clogber 
nautinautinautideargirls ; I dare not fay xlaiiti 
without dear : O, faith, you gavern me. 
jPut, ferioufly, I'm fprry yoii don't go, as 
far as I can judge at this dift^nce. No, we 
Would get you anotbifcr horfe ; I will make 
Parvi/bl get you one. I always doubted 
that horfe of yours : prythee fell him, and 
let it be a prefent to nxe* My he^rt akes 
when I think you ride him. Order Parvjfcl 



• He feems to have written thcfe words in a whim, 
for the lake of what follows. 
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to* fell him, and that you are to return me 
the money : I (hall never be cafy until he 
is out of your hands. Faith, I have dreamt 
five or fix times of horfes ftumbling fince I 
had your letter. If he can't fell him, let 
him run this Winter. Faith, if I was near 
you, I would whip your — to fome tunc, 
for your grave faucy anfv^^r about the dean 
and yonfonibm j I would, young women. 
And did the dean preach for me ? Very 
welL Why, would they have me Hand here 
and preach to them ? No, the Tatler of the 
Shilling was not mine, more than the hint, 
and two or three general heads for it. I 
have much more important bufinefs on my 
hands: and, befides, the miniftry hate to 
think that I fhould help him, and have 
made reproaches on it ; and I frankly toKt 
them, I would do it no more. This is a 
fecret though. Madam Stella. You win 
eight {hillings ; you win eight fiddle-fticks. 
Faith, you fay nothing of what you lofe, 
young women. — I hopt Manley is in no great 
danger; for Ned Southwell \s his friend, and 
io is fir Thomas Frankland ; and his brother 
yohn Manley ftands up heartily for him. On 
t'other fide, all the gentlemen of Ireland 
here are furioufly againft him. Now, Mif- 

trefs 
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trcfs Dingley^ an't you an impudent flut td 
cxpedl a letter next pacquet from Prefto^ 
when you confefs yourfelf, that you had fa 
lately t\yo letters in four days ? Unreafonable 
l^agg^gc! No, little Dingley^ I am alway? 
in bed by twelve ; I mean my candle 6 out 
by twelve, and I take great care of myfelf. 
Pray let every body know, upon occaiion, 
that Mr. Harley got the Firji-Fruits from 
the queen for the clergy oi Ireland, and that 
nothing remains but the forms, &c. So you 
fay the dean and you dined at Stoyfes, and 
Mrs. Stayte was in raptures that I remem- 
bered her. I mufl do it but feldom, or it 
will take off her rapture.— But, what now, 
you faucy fluts, all this written in a morning, 
and I muft rife and go abroad. Pray ftay till 
night: don't think Til fquander mornings 
upon you, pray good Madam. Faith, if I 
go on longer in this trick of writing in the 
morning, I fliall be afraid of leaving it off, 
and think you expedt it, and be in awe. 
Good morrow, firrahs, I will rife.— At 
night. I went to-day to the court of re- 
quefts (I will not anfwer the reft of your 
letter yet, that by the way) in hopes to dine 
with Mr. Harley : hut lord Dupplin, his fon- 
in-law, told me he did not dine at home ; 
K 3 fo 
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fo I was at a lofs, until I met jvith Mr. fe- 
cretary St. Jolyn, and went home and dined 
with him, where he told xne of a good 
bite. Lord Rivers told me two days ago, 
that he was refolved to come Sunday fort- 
night next to hear me preach before the 
queen. I aflured him the day was not yet 
fixt, and I knew nothing of it. To-day the 
lecretary told me, that his father, fir Harry 
St. Jobriy and lord Rivers, were to be at St. 
James's church, to hear me preach there; 
and were aflured I was to preach : fb there 
will be another bite ; for I know nothing 
of the matter, but that Mr. Harley and St. 
yohn are refolved I muft preach before the 
queen, and the fecrctary of ftate has told 
nic he will give me three weeks warning; 
but I defircd to be excufed, which he will 
not. St. Jo/m, *' you (hall not be excufed :" 
however, I hope they will forget it ; for 
if it fliould happen, all the puppies here- 
abouts will throng to hear me, and cx- 
pedl fomething wonderful, and be plaguily 
baulkt; for I fiiall preach plain honcft 
ilufF^. I ftaid with St. John till eight, 

' The miniflry never could prevail upon ibe doflor 
to preach before the queen. 

and 
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and then came home, and Patrick defired 
leave to go abroad, and by and by comes up 
the girl to tell me, a gentleman was below 
in a coach who ha4 a bill to pay me ; fo 
I let him come up, and who fhould it be 
tut Mr. Addifon and Sam Dopping^ to haul 
me out to fupper, where I have ftaid till 
twelve. If Patrick had been at home I 
fhould have fcaped this; fori have taught 
him to deny me almoft as well as Mr. Jfor- 
leys porter. — Where did I leave off in MD's 
letter : let me fee. So, now I have it. You 
are plcafed to fay, Madam Dingley^ that 
thofe that go for England^ can never tell 
when to come back. Do you mean this 
as a reflection xx^onPreJloy Madam ? Sauce- 
boxes, ril come back as foon as I can, as 
hope faved, and I hope with fome advan- 
tage, unlefs all miniftries be alike, as per- 
haps they may. I hope Hawkjhaw is in 
Dublin before now, and that you have your 
things, and like your fpcftacles : if you do 
not, you (hall have better. I hope Dinghy.s 
tobacco did not fpoil Stellas chocolate, and 
that all is fafe : pray let me know. Mr. 
Addifon and I are different as black and 
white, and I believe our friendship will go 
off, by this damned bufinefs of party : he 
K 4 cannot 
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cannot bear feeing me fall in fo with this 
miniftry; but I love him ftill as well as 
ever, though we feldom ineet,— Huffy, 
Stella^ you jeft about poor Congreves eyes > 
you do fo, bufly ; but Til bang your bones, 
faith. — Yes, Steele was a little while in pri- 
fen, or at leaft in a Ipunging-^houfe, fome 
time before I came, but not fince* — Pox 
on your convocations, and your Lamberts ; 
they write with a vengeance ! I fuppofc you 
think it a piece of affedlation in me to wifh 
your Irijh folks would not like my Shower ; 

. but you are miftaken. I (hould be glad to 
have the general applaufe there as I hav© 
here (though I fay it) but I have only that 
of one or two, and therefore I would have 
none at all, but let you all be in the wrong, 
1 don't know, this is not what I would fay; 
but I am fo tofticated with fupper and fluff 
that I can't exprefs myfelf — What you fay 
of Sid Harriet is well enough ; that an enemy 
(hould like it, and a friend not; and that 
telling the author would make both change 
their opinions. Why did not you tell Grif- 

fyth that you fancied there was fomething 
in it of my manner ; but firft fpur up his 
commendation to the height, as we fcrved 
piy poor uncle about the fconce that I 

flf^cndcdi 
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mended. Well, I defired you to give what 
I intended for an anfwer to Mrs. Fenton^ to 
fave her poftage, and myfelf trouble j and I 
hope 1 have done it, if you han't. 

15. Lord, what a long day's writing was 
ycfterday*s anfwer to your letter, firrahs ? I 
dined to-day with hewis and Ford^ whom I 
have brought acquainted, hewis told me 
a pure thing. I had been hankering with 
Mr. Harley to fave Steele his other employ- 
ment, and have a little mercy on him, and I 
had been faying the fame thing to Lewis^ 
who is Mr. Harley s chief favourite. Lewis 
tells Mr. Harley how kindly I fliould take it, 
\i he would be reconciled to Steele^ &c. Mr. 
Harley^ on my account, falls in with it, and 
appoints Steele a time to let him attend him, 
which Steele accepts with great fubmiflion, 
but pevcr comes, nor fends any excufe. 
Whether it was blundering, fullennefs, in- 
Iblence, or rancor of party, I cannot tell ; 
but I fhall trouble myfelf no more about him. 
1 believe Addifon hindered him out of meer 
ipight, being grated to the foul to think he 
(hould ever want my help to fave his friend ; 
yet now he is foliciting me to make another 
of bis friends queen's fecretary at Geneva ; 

and 
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and ni do it if lean, it is ^oov Pajlo^al 
Philips. 

1 6.. O, why did you leave my pidhirc 
behind you at t'other lodgings ; forgot it ? 
Well ; but praytenieniber it now, and don't 
roll it up, d'ye hear, but hang it carefully 
in fome part of your room, where chairs 
and candles, and mop-fticks won't fpoil it, 
firrahs. No truly, I will not be godfather 
to goody Walls this bout, and I hope fhell 
have no more. There will be no quiet nor 
cards for this child. I hope it will dye the 
day after the chriftening. Mr. Harley gave 
me a paper, with an account of the fcntencc 
you fpeak of againft the lads that defaced 
the ftatue *, and that ItigoUJby itprieved 

that 

♦ An cxiucftrian ftatuc of king /A/7//tfOT the Illd, in 
CoilcgC'Grein^ DuhUn. It was common in the days of 
party, for wild young ftudents of the univcrfityof Z)ai^ 
/;;; to play fcveral tricks with this ftatne. Sometimes 
in their frolicks they would fct a mawkin behind the 
effigies of the king ; fometiihes drefs up the horfe and 
rider with bows and fhcavcs of ftraw 5 but their infer- 
nal fin was that of whipping the truncheon out of the 
rider's hand, and thereby leaving the ^poor ftatue de- 
fencelefs. For thefc artd the like freaks, mtny yootig 
gentlemen were in former days expelled the univerfity. 
But, in after- times, there was ample amends ngutde 
to the ftatue for thefe affronts ; if iKrhecling roun^ its 
pedeflal wiih all gravity and folemnity, then alighting 
from coaches, falling down upon the kiices, and drink- 
ing 
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ri(at part af it 6f Handing before the ftatuc, 
I hope, it \^as never executed. We have got 
your Brodericlk out ; Doyhe is to facceed 
him, and Cox Doyne. And fo there's an 
end of your letter; 'tis all anfwered, and 
how I muft go on upon my own ftock ; go 
on, did I fay ? Why, I have written enough ; 
but this is top fooh to fend it yet, young 
women ; faith I dare not ufe you to it, you'U 
always expedt it ; what remains (hall be only 
fliort journals of a day, and fo Til rife ; for 
this morning. — At night. I dined with my 
toppofite neighbour, Darteneuf^ and I was 
foliciting this day, to prefent the bifhop 
of Clogber Vice-Cbancellor "^ -, but it won't 
do ; they are all fet againft him, and the 

ing to the glorious and immortal memory of the dead, 
with eyes lifted up to the ftatue, could exprefs the gra- 
titude and devotion of its adorers. It is faid, that 
What originally gave the ftudents offence, was the fite 
of the (latue ; the front of it being directed to the city^ 
i&nd the back diametrically oppofite to the great and 
beautiful entrance of the college; which is certainly a 
great deformity : and befides, it caufcs fo very aukward 
an interruption in the paflage to the univcrfity, and is 
generally fo bedaubed with filth and dirt, that every 
taian of tafte would be glad it were removed either to 
St. Stephen' s-Green^ the Barracks, or fome other place, 
where it might (hew to advantage. If that were done, 
how beautiful would appear the noble and majeftick 
front of that learned univerfity ! 

* Of the Univcrfity of £>«*//«. 

duke 
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duke of Ormonde they fay, has rcfolved to 
difpofe of it fomewhere elfe. Well ; little 
{aucy rogues, don't ftay out too late to-night, 
becaufe it is Saturday night, and young \vo- 
xnen (hould come home foon then. 

17. I went to Court to feek a dinner, but 
the queen was not at church, (he has got a 
touch of the gout ; io the Coifrt was thin, 
and I went to the Coffee-houfe ; and Sir Tbo^ 
mas Frankland, and his cldeft fon and I 
went and dined with his fon William. I 
talk'd a great deal to Sir Thomas about Man- 
Icy^ and find he is his good friend, and fo 
Jias Ned Southwell been, and I hope he will 
be fafe, though all the Irijh folks here arc 
liis mortal enemies. There was a devilifli 
bite to-day. They had it, I know not how, 
that I was to preach this morning at St. 
James's Churchy an abundance went, among 
the reft lord Radnor ^ who never is abroad 
till three in the afternoon. I walk'd all 
the way home from Batt on-Garden at fix, 
by moon-light, a delicate night. Raymond 
called at nine, but I was denied, and now I 
am in bed between eleven and twelve, juft 
going to fleep, and dream of my own dear 
rogujfli impudent pretty MD. 

18. You 
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1 8. You will now have (hort days works, 
juft a few lines to tell you where I am, 
and what I am doing; only I will keep 
room for the laft day to tell you news, if 
there be any worth fending. I have been 
fometimes like to do it at the top of my 
letter, until I remark it would be old before 
it reached you, I was hunting to dine with 
Mr. Harley to-day, but could not find him ; 
and fo I dined with honeft Dr. Cockburn^ 
and came home at fix, and was taken out 
to next door by Dopping and Ford, to drink 
bad claret and oranges, and we let Raymond 
come to us, who talks of leaving the town 
to-morrow, but I believe will ftay a day or 
two longer. It is now late, and I will fay 
no more, but end this line with bidding my 
own dear fancy MD good night, &c. 

19. I am come down proud ftomach in 
one inftance, for I went to-day to fee the 
duke oi Buckingham i but came too late; 
then I vifited Mrs. Barton ^ and thought to 
have dined with fomc of the miniftry ; but 
it rained, and Mrs^ Vanbomrigh was nigh, 
and I took the opportunity of paying her 
for afcarf (he bought me, and dined there ; 
at four I went to congratulate with lord 5^6^/- 
iurn^ for the death pf poor lady Shelburn 

dowagen 
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dowager ; he was at his country houfe ; and 
returned while I was there, and had not 
heaipd of it, and he took it very well. I am 
now come home before fix, and find a pac- 
quet from the bifliop of Clo^ber^ with one 
inclofed to the duke of Ormonde which is 
ten days earlier dated than another I had 
from Parvifoli however, *tis no matter, for 
the duke has already difpofed of the vice 
chanccUorfhip to the archbifliQp of Tuam *i 
find I could not help it, for it is a thing 
wholly you know in the duke's power ; and 
I find the biihop has eneqiies about the 
duke. I write this while Patrick is folding 
up my fcarf, and doing up the fire (for I 
keep a fire, it cofts me twelve-pence a week) 
and fo be quiet till I am gone to bed^ and 
then fit down by me a little, and we'll talk 
a few words more. Well ; now MD is at 
my bed-fide; and now what fhall we fay? 
How does Mrs, Stoite ? What had the dean 
for fupper ? How much did Mrs. Walls win ? 
poor lady Shelbufn: well, go get you to bedj^ 
firrahs. 

20. Morning. I was up. this mornjng 
early, and fhaved by candle-light, and write 

♦ Dr. Vifey.' 

this^ 
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this by the fire-fide. Poor Raymond juA 
came in and took bis leave of me ; he is 
fummoned by high order from his wife, but 
pretends he has had enough of London. I 
was a little melancholy to part with him ; 
he goes to Bri/iQl, where they are to be with 
bis merchant brother, and now thinks of 
ftaying till May -, fo (he mufl be brought to 
l^ed in England. He was fo eaiy and ma-* 
pageable, that I almofl repent I fuffered 
him to fee me fo feldom. But he is gone, 
and will fave Pair id fome lies in a* week; 
Patrick is grown admirable at it, and will 
majke his fortune. How now, firrah, muft 
I write in a morning to your impudence? 
Stay till night, And then I'll write In black 
and white, By candle-light Of wax fo bright. 
It helps the fight, A bite a bite — Marry 
come up, miftrefs Boldface. — At night. Dr. 
Raymond czvokC back, and goes to-morrow. 
I did not come home till eleven, and found 
him here to take leave of me. I went to 
the court of requefts, thinking to find Mr. 
Harley and^ dine with him, and refufed Hen^ 
ky^ and every body, and at laft knew not 
where to go, and met "Jemmy Leigh by 
?hance, and he was juft in the fame way,^ 
ibi dined at his lodging on a beef-fteak, and 

drank 
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drank your health, then left him and wtrtt 
to the tavern with Ben Tooke and Parflack^ 
the duke of Ormonits fecrctary, drinking 
nafly white-wine till eleven. I am fick, and 
afhamed of it, ficc. 

2 1 . I met that beaft Perris^ lord Berki^ 
leys fteward formerly ; I walkt with him 
a turn in the Parky and that fcoundrel dog is 
as happy as an emperor, has married a wife 
with a confiderable eilate in land and houfei 
about this town, and lives at his cafe at Ham* 
merfmith. See your confounded feft. — ' 
Well ; I had the fame luck to-day with Mr* 
Uarleyi 'twas a lovely day, and went by wa* 
ter into the city, and dined with Stratford 
at a merchant's houfe, and walkt home 
with as great a dunce as Ferris^ I mean 
honeft colonel Caufield^ and came home by 
eight, and now am in bed, and going to 
llccp for a wager, and will fend this letter 
on Saturday y and fo ; but firft 111 wi(h you 
a merry Cbrifitnas and a happy New-Year ^ 
and pray God we may never keep . them 
afunder again. 

22. Morning. I am going now to Mr. 
Harley's Levee on purpofe to vex him ; Til 
fay I had no other way of feeing him, &c» 
Patrick fays, it is a dark morning, and that 

$ the 
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ihe duke oi Jrgyle is to be knighted to- 
day, the booby means inftalled at Windfor. 
But I muft. rife, for this is a fhavingrday, 
and Patrick fays, there is a good fire; I 
vvifli ikTD.were By it, or I by A/D's. — 
At night. I forgot to tell you^ macjam 
Dingley^ that I. payed nine (hillings for your 
glafs and fpedtacles, of which three were 
for the bifhop's cafe: I am focry I did not 
,buy you fuch another cafe ; but if you like 
it, I will bring one over with me, pray tell 
nie : the glafs to read was four (hillings, 
the fpedacles two. And have you had your 
chocolate ? Leigh fays, he fent the petticoat 
by one Mr- Sfxcncer. Pray have you no fur- 
ther. commifGons for me ? I paid the glafs* 
man but laft night, and he would have made 
mc a prefent of the microfcope worth thirty 
(hillings, and would have fent it home along 
with me j I thought the deuce wzs in the 
man : he faid I could do him more fervice 
than that was worth, Sec. I refufed his pi'e- 
fent, but promifed him all fervice I could 
do him ; and fo now I am obliged in ho- 
nour to recommend him to every body. — 
At night. I went to Mr. Harley\ Levee ; he 
came and afked me, what had I to do there, 
and bid me come and dine with him on a 
Vol. IV. L family 
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family dinner; which I did, and it was the 
hrtt. time I ever faw his lady and daughter; 
at five my lord keeper came in : I told Mr. 
Harley, he had formerly prcfented mc to fir 
Simon Harcouriy but now muft to my lord 
keeper, fo he laughed, &c. 

23, Morning. This letter goes to-night 
without Fail ; I hope there is none from 
you yet at the Coffee- boufe ; Til fend and fee 
by and bye ; and let you know, and fo and 
fo. Patrick goes to fee for a letter : what 
will you lay. Is there one from MD or no? 
No, I fay; done for fix-pence. Why has 
the dean never once written to mc ? I won 
fix- pence; I won fix-pence; there's not one 
letter to Prejio. Good morrow, d^ar fir- 
rahs: StratforJ ^nd I dine to-day with lord 
Mountjoy. God Almighty prefervc and bkfs 
you; farewell, &c. 

I have been dining at lord Mountjoy %\ 
and am come to ftudy ; our news from Spain 
this port takes oflF fome of our feats. The 
Parliament \% prorogued to-day, or adjourned 
rather till after the Holy-days. Bank ftock is- 
J 05, fi) I may get 12 /. for niy bargain al- 
ready. Patrick the puppy is abroad, and 
how (hair I fend this letter ? Good night 
little dears both^ and be happy, and re- 
, raembep 




member yoiir poor PreftOy that wants ydd 
fadly, ai hope ikVed. Ubit ttie'go ftudy; 
naughty girl$» and don't keep me at the 
bottond of the papel*. O faith, if you knew 
what lies oh my hands cohftaiitly, you'would 
ivonder to fee how I could write fuch long 
letters; btft well talk of that fothe other 
time ^. Good night again, and God blefs 
dear MD with hiS beft blefiings, yes, yes^ 
and Dirlgley and Stella and the too, 5cc. 

Afk the bifliop of Clogber about the pust 
I fcnt him of lord Staweir$ brother; 'twili 
be a pure bite. This letter has 199 lines id 
it, befide all jjoflfcripts i 1 had a curiofity t^ 
reckon; 

There's a long letter for you. 

It is longer than a fermon, faith. 

I had another letter from Mrs. Fehton^ 

tirho (ays you Were with her; I hope you did 

not go on purpofe. I will anfwer her letter 

fbon ; it ii about fome money in lady G//- 

far^t hands. 

They fay you have had eight pacquet^^ 
due to yoti ; fo pray, madims, don't blame 
Tirefio^ but the Wind. 

My humble fervice to MrS. Walls and Mrs. 
Btoite ; I mifs'd the former a good while. 
♦ Writing the Examimr. 
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LETTER XIL 

London, Dec. 23, 171a. 

Have fent my i ith to-night as ufual, and 
begin the dozenth, and I told you I dined 
with Stratford at lord Mcuntjoys^ ajid Til 
tell you no more at prefent, guefs for why; 
hecaufe I am going to mind things, and 
mighty affairs, not your nafty F irji -Fruit s i 
I let them alone till Mr, Harley gets the 
queen's letter, bttt other things of greater 
moment, that you fliall know one day, when 
the ducks have eaten up all the dirt. So fit 
ftilla while jufl by me while Fam fludying^ 
and don't fay a word, I charge you, and 
when I am going to bed^ 111 take you along, 
and talk with you a little while, fo there, 
fit there. — Come then, let us fee what wc 
have to fay to thefc faucy brats, that will not 
let us go fleep at part eleven. Why, I. am a 
little impatient to know how you do; but 
that I take it for a flanding maxim, that 
when you are filent, all is pretty well, he- 
caufe that is the way I will deal with you; 
and if there was any thing you ought to 
know now, I would write by the firfl poft^ 
although I had written but the day.beforea 
S Remember 
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Remember this, young women, and God 
Almighty prcfcrve you both, and make us 
happy together ; and tell me' how accounts 
ftand between us, that you may be paid long 
before it is due, not to want. I will return 
no more money while I ftay, fo that you 
need not be in pain to bo» paid ; but let me 
Icnow at leaft a month before you can want. 
Obferve this, d ye hear, little dear iirrahs, 
and love Prejio as Prejlo loves MD^ &c. 

24. You will have a -merryer Cbrijimas- 
Eve than we here. I went up to Court be« 
fore church, and in one of the rooms, there 
being but little company, a fellow in a red 
coat without a fword came up to me, and 
after words of courfe afkt me how the ladies 
did. I afkt, what ladies? He faid, Mrs. 
JDingky 2Lnd Mrs. Jobnfon : Very well, faid I, 
when I heard from them laft : And pray 
when came you from thence, fir? he faid, 
I never' was in Ire/and-, and jufl at that word 
lord Winchelfea comes up to me, and the 
man went olF: as I went out I faw him 
again, and recoUedcd him, it was Vedeau 
with a pox : I then went and made my apo- 
logies that my head was full of fomething 
i had to fay to lord fVinchelfea, &c. and I 
9ikt after his wife, and fo all was well, and 
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l^e enquired after my lodging, becaufe he 

had fomc favour to defirc of me in Ireland^ 

to recommend fompbody to fomebody^ I 

know not what it is. When I came from 

church I went up to Court again, where fir 

J^dmond Bacon told me the bad news from 

Spain, which you will hear before this 

reaches you; as we have it now, we arc 

.undone there, and it was pdd to fee the 

whole countenances of the Court changed 

fo in two hours- Lady Mountjoy carrie4 

me home to dinner, where \ ftaid not long 

after, an4 came home early, and now an^ 

got into bed, for you muft always write tq 

your MDs in bed, that's a maxim. Mr. 

IVhite and Mr. Redy Write to MD wheq 

abed ; Mr. Black and Mr. Brown, Write to 

,MD when ypuVe down; Mr. Oak and Mr. 

}Villow9 Write to MD on your pillow, -^r 

What's this? faith I fmell fire; what can 

\t be } this houfe has a thoufand i^ks in it. 

I think to leave it on Tburfdcy, and lodge 

over the way. Faith I muft rife, and look 

at my chimney, fior the fmell grows flrofiger^ 

^ay — !• I have been up, and in my room, 

zpA found all fafe, only a moufe within the 

fender to warm himfelf, which I could not 

patch. I fmeU nothing there, hut now in 
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my bed-chamber I fmell it again ; I believe 
I have finged the woolen curtain, and that's 
all, though I cannot fmoak it. Prejio's 
plaguy filly to-night, an't he? Ye$, and 
{o he be. Aye, but if I fhould wake and 
lee fire. Well ; I'll venture j fo good 
liight, &c. 

25. Pray, young women, if I write fb 
much as this every day, how will this 
paper hold a fortnight's work, and anfwer 
one of yours into the bargain ? You never 
think of this, but let me go on like a fim-^ 
pleton. I wifh you a merry Chrijimas^ and 
many, many a one with poor Prejlo at fome 
pretty place. I was at church to-day by 
eight, and received the facrament, and came 
home by ten ; then went to Court at two, it 
was a Collar-day, that is, when the knights 
of the garter wear their collars ; but the 
queen ftay'd fo late at facrament, that I 
came Ijack, and dined with my neighbour 
Fordf becaufe all people dine at home on 
this day. This is likewife a Collar-day all 
over England in every houfe, at lead where 
there is Brawn : that's very well *— I tell 
you a good pun; a fellow hard by pretends 
to cure Agues^ and has fct out a fign, and 
fpells it Egoes y a gentleman and I obferving 
h 4 it» 
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it, faid, How does that fellow pretend tq 
cure Agues f I faid, I did not know, but I 
was fure it was not by a Spell. That's ad- 
mirable. And fo you afkt the bifliop about 
that pun of lord Staweirs brother. Bite. 
Have I caught you, young women ? Muft 
you pretend to a(k after roguifh puns, and 
'Latin ones too? Oh but you fmoakt mc, 
and did not all; the bilhop. Oh but you arc 
a fool, and you did. I met Vedeau again 
at Court to-day, and I obferved he had a 
fvvord on ; 1 hmcy he was broke, and 'has 
got a commiflion, but I never afkt him. 
yedcau I think his name is, yet ParvifoFs 
man is P^edi^ly that's true. Bank (lock will 
fal like flock-fifh by this bad news, and two 
days ago I could have got 12/. by my bar- 
gain y but I don't intend to fell, and in time 
it will rife. 'Tis odd, that my lord Peter^ 
hro^iV foretold this lofs two months ago, 
o ic night at Mr. Harhys, when I vvas 
there ; he bid us count upon it, that Stan^ 
hope would lofc Spam before Cbrijlmas, that 
he would venture his head upon it, and 
gave us reafons ; and though Mr. Harley 
argued the contrary, he ftill held to his opi- 
nion. I was telling my lord Anglefea this 
at Court this morning, and a gentleman bjy 

iliid. 
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laid, he h^d heard niy lord Peferborow afr 
firm the fame thing. I have heard wife, 
folks fay. An ill tongue may do much. And 
•'tis an odd faying, Once I gueft right, And 
I got credit by't; Thrice I gueft wrong, 
And I kept my credit on. No, 'tis you are 
ibrry, not I. 

26. By the lord Harry I (hall be undone 
here with Ckrijimas boxes. The rogues at 
the Coffee-boufe have raifed their tax, every 
one giving a crown, and I gave mine for 
ihamc, befides a great many half-crowns to 
great mens porters, &c. 1 went to-day by 
water into the city, and dined with no lefs 
a man than the city printer. There is an 
intimacy between us, built upon reafons 
that you fhall know when I fee you ^ but 
the rain caught me vyithin twelve-penny 
length of home. I called at Mr. Harleys^ 
who was not within, dropt my half-crown 
with his porter, drove to the Cofee-houfe, 
where the rain kept me till nine. I had let- 
ters to-day from the archbi(hop of Dublin^ 
and Mr. Bernage ; the latter fends me a me- 
lancholy account of lady Shelburn's death, 
and his own difappointments, and would 
gladly be a captain > if I can help him I 
^ill. 

27. Morning. 
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^ 27, Morning. I beipokei 2 lodging over 
the way for to-morrow, and the dogj^tit 
yeftcrday to another ; I gave him no earneft, 
fe i( feems he could do it ; Patrick would 
hav« had me give him earneft to bind hkni 
but I would not. . So I muft go ikuoter to- 
day for a lodging fomcwhere elfc. Did yoii 
^ver fee fo open 4 winter in England^ We 
have not had two frofly days \ but i% p«y$ 
it off in rain i we have not had three fair 
days thefe fix weeks. O faith I dreamt 
mightily of MD lafl: night; but fo cooiufed 
I can't tell a word. I have made Ford ac- 
quainted vf'fKhLewiSi and to-day we dined 
together ; in the evening I called at one or 
two neighbour's, hoping to fpend zCbriftmas 
evening; but none were at home, they were 
^11 gone to be mer^y with others. I have 
often obferved this. That in merry times 
every body is abroad : where the duce are 
they ? So I went to the Coffee^botife^ and 
talkt with Mr. Addkfon an hour, who at laft 
remembered to give me two letters, which 
I can't anfwer to-night, nor to-morrow 
peither, I can aflure you, young women, 
count upon that. \ have other ^lUngs to do 
than to anfwer naughty girls, an old faying 
and true. Letters from MDs Muft. not 
V be 
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he anfwered in ten days : 'tis but ba4 
jrhyme, Csfc. 

2S. To-day I h^d a meffage from fir Ti&tf- 
mas Hanmer to dine with him, the famous 
Dr, SmaUridge was of the company, and wc 
fat till fix, and I came borne to my new 
lodgings in St.Aiban Street, where I pay the 
fame rent (eight fhillings a week) for an 
apartment two pair of ftairs ; but I have the 
life of the parlour to receive perfons of qua-r 
Jity, and I am got into my new bed, &c. 

29. S)\t Andrew Fountain has been very ill 
this week j and fcnt to me early this morn- 
ing to have prayers, which you know is the 
lad thing. I founc) the dodtors aqd all in 
defpair about him. I read prayers to him, 
found he had fettled all things i and when I 
came out, the nurfe aikt me, whether I 
thought it poffiblc he could live ; for the 
dodlors thought not. I faid, I believed he 
would live; for I found the feeds of life 
in him, which I obferve feldom fail ; (and 
I found them in poor deareft Stella^ when 
ihe was ill many years ago) and to-night 
I was with him again, and he was mightily 
recovered, and Ihopc he will do well, and 
the dodor approve^ n\y reafons ; but if he 
(bould die, I (hould come ofTfcurvily. The 

fccrctary 
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ifecVetary of 'ftate (Mr. St. John J fciit to mc 
to dine with him ; Mr. Harley and lord Pe*- 
terborow dined there too, and at night came 
lord Rhers. Lord Peterborow goes to Viennu 
in a day or two : he has promifed to make 
tnc write fo him. Mr. Harley went away 
at fiK, but we ilaid till {t\^r\. I took the 
fecretary aiide, and complained to him of 
Mr. Harley^ that he had got the qoeen to 
-grant the FirJi-FruitSy promifed to bring 
me to her, and get her letter to the bifhops 
in Ireland', but the laft part he had not done 
•in fix weeks, and I was in danger to lofe 
reputation, &V. He took the matter right, 
'defired me to be with him on 5^/;?^^ morn- 
ing, and promifes me to fini/h the affair in 
four days ; fo 1 (hall know in a little time 

Xvhat I have to truft to. It is nine erf" 

clock, and I muft go ftudy, you little rogues; 
and fo good night, ^c. 

30. Morning. The weather grows cold, 
you fauce-boxes. Sir Andrew Fountain, they 
bring me word, is better. Til go rife, for 
my hands are ftarving while I write in bed. 
— Night. Now Sir Andrew Fountain is re- 
covering, he defires to be at eafe j for I called 
in the morning to read prayers, but he had 
given orders not to be difturbed, I have loft 

a legacy 
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2 legacy by hts living ; for he told nric lie 
had left me a piftucc and fome books, &c. 
1 called to fee my quondam neighbour Ford 
(do you i&now what quondam is? though) 
^ml be engaged me to dine with him j for 
he always diocs jathome on Opera-Ji^ys. I 
came 'hocae at iix, writ to jthe archbifhop, 
thon -i^ludied tijll .pad eleven, and flole to 
bed, rto write to MD thefe few lines to let 
you kriQW I am in good health at the pre- 
heat writing hereof, and hope in God MD 
is fo too* I wonder I never write politicks 
,%o you : J could make you the profouhdeft 
politician in all the lane. — Well, but when 
ihall we w>fwer this letter N. 8. of MD"% I 
Not till next year, faith. O Lord — bo— 
hnt tl^t .will he a Monday next. Cod's fo, 
js it ; and fo it is : never faw the like. — I 
made a pwn t'other day to Ben Portlack 
about a pair of drawers. Poh, faid he, that's 
mine a—^ — all over. Pray^ pr^y> -D/W^/^, 
let mc go deep ; pray, pray, Stella, let me 
go ilumberj and put out my wax candle. 

31. Morning. It is nowfeven, and I have 
got a fire, but am writing a-bed in my bed- 
irhamber. 'Tis not (having-day, fo I fliall 
jbc ready early to go before church to Mr. 
St. John, and to-morrow 1 will anfwer our 

MD's 
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AfD's letter. Would you anfwcr MD's let- 
ter. On New-year^S'dzy you'll do it better : 
For when the year with MD 'gins. It with- 
out MD hever lins. (Thcfe Proverbs have 
always old Words in them ; /i» is leaves off.) 
But if on New-year you write nones, MD 
theii will bang yotir bones.— But Patrick 
iays I muft rife, — Night I Was early this 
morning with fecretary St^ yoAfi, baA gave 
him a iheiorial to get the queen's ktter fot 
the F;'her, at/>j, who has promiied to doit 
in ^*jeland y!tv7 days. He told me he had 
b ♦ffo^^vh the duke oi Marlbarougb^ who 
wa6 ...menting his former wrong fteps irt 
joining with the Whigs^ and faid he was 
worrt out with age, fatigues, and riiisfor- 
tunes. I fwear it pityed me 5 and I Really 
think they will not do well in too much 
mortifying that man, although indeed it \% 
his own fault. He is covetous as HelU and 
ambitious as the Prince of it: he would 
fain have been general for life, and has 
broken all endeavours for Peace, to keep hij 
greatnefs and get money. He told the 
queen, he was neither covetous nor ainbi* 
tious. She faid, if (he could have conve* 
nicntly turned about, (he would have laughed, 
and could hardly forbear it in his face. He* 

felt 
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fell in With all the abominable nieafureS ot 
the late nainiftry^ becaufe they gratified him 
for their own defigns. Yet he has been a 
fucce&ful general^ and I hope he will con« 
tinue his co(nmand« O Lord» fmoak the po« 
liticks to MD 4 Well i bat if you like theix^ 
I will icatter a little now and then^ and 
mine are all fre(h from the ehief hands^ 
Well) I dined with Mr. Harley^ and came 
away at fix : there was much company^ and. 
I was not merry at all. Mr. Harley mgd^ 
me read a paper of verfes of Prior's. I rejad 
them plain without any fine mann^i^,. \ 
Prior fwore I ihould never read any. o^ ^^ 
again ; but he would be revenged^ ^nd rea(^ 
ibme of mine as bad. I exci^fed myfelfy 
and faid> I was famous for reading, verfes the 
worft in the world *, and that eve^y body 
fnatcht them from me when I offered to be-- 
gin. So we laughed. — Sir Andrew Fountain 
ilill continues ill. He is plagued with 
fome fort of bile. 

Jan. I. Morning. I wifli my deareft 
pretty Dingley and Stella a happy new-year, 
and health, and mirth, and good flomachs^ 
and Frs company. Faith^ 1 did not know 

* Although it be faid in jeft, there is foxne truth irt 
tbi$. 

how 
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now to write Fr. I wondered what ■ vr^ 
the matter ; but now I remember I always^ 
write pdfr -f . Patrick wifhes me a happy 
New-year, and defires I would rife, for it \i 
1 good fire, and faith 'tis cold. I was fo po- 
litick laft night with JlJfD, never few the 
like. Get ih^ Examiners ^ and read them ^ 
the laft nine or ten are full of the reafons for 
the 4a te change, and of the abufes of -the laft 
miniftry ; and the great men aflbre me they 
are all true. They arfc written by their 
encouragement and direction. I muft rife 
and go fee Sir Andrew Fountain ; but per- 
haps to-night 1 may anfwer MD's letter: 
fo good morrow, my miftreflcs all, good 
morrow. I wifti you both a mtvty New- 
year, Roaft beef, minced pyes, and good 
flrong beer, And nie a fhare of your good 
cheer. That I was there, or you wefe here, 
And you're a little faucy dear. — Good mor- 
row again, dear (irrahs ; one cannot rife for 
your play. — At night. I went this morning 
to vifit lady Kerry and lord Shelburn^ and 
they made me dine with them. Sir Andrew 
•Fountain is better. And now let us come 
and fee what this faucy dear letter of MD 

t Prr/h. 

fays. 
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fiiys. Come out, letter,- come out from 
between the (heets ; here it is underneath, 
and it won't come out. Come out again, I 
iay : fo there. Here it is. What fays Pre/io 
to me, pray ? fays it* Come, and let me an- 
fwer for you to your ladiesi Hold up your 
head then, like a good letter. There. Pray, 
how have you got up with Prejio ? ma- 
dam Stella. You write your eighth when 
you receive mine : now I write my twelfth, 
\vhen I receive your eighth. Don't you allow 
for what are upon the road, fimpleton? 
What fay you to that ? And fo you kept 
Prejio' s little birth-day, I warrant: would 
to God I had been at the health rather than 
here, where I have no manner of pleafure, 
nothing but eternal bufinefs upon my hands. 
I (hall grow wife in time; but no more of 
that : only I fay Amen with my heart and 
vitals, that we -may never be afunder again 
ten days together while poor PreJlo lives. 

I can't 

be merry fo near any fplenetick talk ; fo I 
made that long line, and now all's well 
again. Yes, you are a pretending flut, in- 
deed, with your fourth and fifth in the 
margin, and your journal, and every thing. 
Wind — we faw no wind here, nothing at 
Vol. IV. M all 
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dt extraordinary at any time. We had it 
once when you had it not. But an old 
faying and a true ; I hate aH wind. Before 
and behind. From cheeks with «yes, or 

from Wind . Your diimncy fall down I 

God pceferve you. I fuppofe you only mean 
a brick or two : but that's a damn'd lie of 
your chimney being carried to the next houfe 
with the wind. Don't put fuch things uporv 
lis ; thofe matters won't pafe here : keep a 
little to poffibilities. My lord Hertford 
would have been afhamed of fuch a ftretch. 
You fhould take care of what company you 
converfe with : when one gets that faculty^ 
*tis hard to break one's fclf of it, yemmy 
Leigh tjdks of going over; hui quandof I 
don't know when he'll go. O, now yott 
have had my ninth, now you are come up 
with me; marry come up with you, in- 
deed. I know all that bufinefs of lady 

S . Will nobody cut that D^—yd 

throat ? Five hundred pounds do you caH 
poor pay for living three months the life of 
a king ? They fay fhe died with grief^ 
partly, being forced to appear as witncfs 
in Court about fome fquabble among their 

fepvants. The bijfhop of Chgher (hewed 

you a pamphlet. Well, but you muft not 
^ I give 
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give your mind to believe thofc things j 
people will fay any thing. The charadler is 
here reckoned admirable, but mod of the 
fadls are trifles. It was firft printed privately 
here ; and then fome bold cur ventured to do 
it publickly^ and fold two thoufand in two 
days : who the author is muft remain uncer- 
tain. Do you pretend to know^ impudence ? 
How durft you think fo ? Pox on your par- 
liaments : the archbifhop has told me of it ; 
but we do not vouchfafe to know any thing 
of it here. No, no, no more giddihefs yet; 
th^nk you» S^tella^ for afking after it ; thank 
you ; God Almighty blefs you for your 
kindnefs to poor Prejio. You write to lady. 
Giffiird and your mother upon what I advife 
when it is too late. But yet I fancy this bad 
i;ews will bring down (locks fo low, thaf 
one might buy to great advantage. I dc- 
lign to venture going to fee your mother 
fome day when lady Gtf'arJ is abroad. Welly, 
keep your Rathburn and fluff. I thought 
be was to pay in your mocey upon hi& 
houfc* to be flung down about the what d ye 
call it. — Well, madam Dingleyy 1 fent your 
inclofed to BrifioU but have not heard from. 
Raymond fince he went. Come, come, young 
M a women^ 
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Mrdtnen, I keep a good fire? it coils me 
twelve pence a week, and I fear fbmething 
more ; vex me, and Til have one in my bed- 
chamber too. No, did not I tell you but 
juft now, we have no high winds here. Have 
you forgot already ? — Now youVe at it again, 
filly Stella ; why does your mother fay, my 
candles are fcandalous ? They arc good fixes 
in the pound, and fhe faid, I was extrava- 
gant enough to burn them by day-light. I 
never burn fewer at a time than one. What 
would people have ? The D — burft Hawk- 
Jbaw. He told me he had not the box, and 
the next day Sterne told me he had fent it 
i fortnight ago 5 Patrick could not find him 
t'other day, but he fhall to-morrow : Dear 
life and heart,- do you teaze me ? does Stella 
teaze Prejia ? That palfy- water was in the 
box ; it was too big for a pacquet, and I was 
afraid of its breaking. Leigh was not in 
town then, or I would not have truftcd it to 
Sterne, whom yet I have befriended enough 
to do me more kindnefs than that. I'll never 
reft till you have it, or till it is in a way 
for you to have it. Poor dear rogue, 
naughty to think it teazes me ; How 
could I ever forgive myfelf for negle^ing 

any 
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any thing that related to your health ? Sure 
I were a Devil if I did ? ^ 
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how far I am forced to ftand from Stelhy be* 
caufc I am afraid fhe thinks poor Prefto has 
not been careful about her little things ; I 
am fure I bought them immediately accord-r 
ing to order^ and packt them up with my 
own hands, and fent them to Sterne^ and 
was fix times with him about fending them 
away. I am glad you arc pleafed with your 
glafles. 1 have got another velvet cap, a 
new one lord Herbert bought and prcfentcd 
me one morning I was at breakfaft with 
him, where he was as merry and eafy as 
ever I faw him, yet had received a challenge 
half an hour before, and half an hour after 
fought a duel. It was about ten days ago. 
You are miftaken in your guefles about Tat^ 
iers: I did neither write that on Nofes nor 
ReligioHy nor do I fend him of late any hints 
at all. — Indeed, Stella^^ when I read your 
letter, I was not uneafy at all ; but when I 
came to anfwer the particulars, and found 
that you had not received your box, it grated 
me to the heart, becaufe 1 thought through 
your little words, that you imagined I had 
not taken the care I ought. But there has 
M 3 becQ 
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f^een fome blunder in this matter, which I 
will know to-morrow, and write to Sterne^ 
for fear he (hould not be within. — And pray, 
pr^y Prejlot pray now do.^ — Nd, Raymond 
was not above four times with me while 
he ftaid, and then only while I was drcf- 
^ng. Mrs- Fe?iton * has written me another 
letter about fome money of hers in lady 
Xriffard's hands, that is intruded to me by 
|ny mother, not to come to her hufband. 
I fend my letters conftantly every fortnight, 
ftnd if you will have them oftcner you may, 
but then they will be the fliortcr. Pray, 
let Parvifol fell the horfe. I think I fpoke 
to you of it in a former fetter : I am glad 
you arc rid of him, and was in pain while 
i thought you rode him; but if he would 
buy you another, or any body elfe, an4 
that you could be often able to ride, why 
^on't you do it ? 

2. I went this morning early to the fc- 
f retary of flate, Mr. St. John^ and he tdld 
pie from Mr, Harleyy that the warrant wa« 
|iow drawn, in order for a patent for the 
firfi-Fruits \ it mqft pafs through fevcral 
p^ces, and take up fome time, becauie in 

t Mrs. fent^QTi was fiftcr to Dr. Swift. 

tWngs 
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things the queen gives they are always con- 
fiderate; but that he affures tne 'tis granted 
and done, and pad: all difpute, and defires 
I will not be in any pain at all. I will write 
again to the archbifhop to-morrow, and tcU 
him this, and I defire you will fay it on 
occafion. From the fecretary I went to Mr. 
Sterne y who faid he would write to you to- 
night, and that the box muft be at Chejier^ 
and that fome friend of his goes very foon> 
and will carry it over. I dined with Mr. 
fecretary St. Jo^riy and at fix went to D/zr- 
teneuf'% houfe to drink punch with him, 
and Mr. Addifon^ and little Harriforiy a young 
poet whofe fortune I am making. Steele 
was to have been there, but came not, nor 
never did twice, fince I knew him, to any 
appointment. I flaid till pad: eleven, and 
am now in bed. Steele'^ laft Tatler catne 
out to-day. You will fee it before this comes 
to you, and how he takes leave of ihe 
world. He never told fo much as Mr. Ad^ 
dtfon of it, who was furprized as much as 
] ; but, to fay the truth, it was time, far 
he grew cruel dull and dry. To my know- 
ledge he had feveral good hints to go upon j 
but he wasib lazy and weary of the work, 
that he would not improve them. I think 
M 4 I'll 
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ril fend this after * to-morrow : Shall I bc^ 
fore 'tis full, Dinghy ? 

3. Lord Peterborow yefterday called me 
into a barber's fhop, and there we talkt 
deep politicks : he deiired me to dine with 
him to day at the Globe in the Strand; he 
faid he would (hew me fo clearly how to 
get Spain^ that I could not poffibly doubt 
it. I went to-day accordingly, and faw 
him among half a dozen lawyers and attor- 
nies and hang-dogs, figning of deeds and 
ftufF before his journey ; for he goes to-mor- 
row to Vienna. 1 fat among that fcurvy com- 
pany till after four, but heard nothing of 
Spain ; only I find, by what he told me bcT 
fore, that he fears he (hall do no good in 
his prefent journey. We are to be mighty 
conftant correfpondents. So I took my 
leave of him, and called at Sir Andrew Foun- 
tain'Sj who mends much. I came home, 
and pleafe you, at fix, and have been ftu- 
dying till now part eleven. 

4. Morning. Morrow, little dears. O^ 
faith, I have been dreaming ; I was to be 
put in prifon, 1 don't know why, and I was 
fo afraid of a black dungeon; and then all 

f ^Afux is if^tcflincd. 

Ihac| 
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I had been enquiring ycAtrdzy o( Sir ^ndrciu 
Fountain's ficknefs I thought was of poor 
SteJ/a. The worft of dreams is, that one 
wakes juft in the humour they leave one. 
Shall I fend this to-day? With all my heart: 
it is two days within the fortnight ; but may 
be MD are in hafte to have a round dozen, 
and then how afe you come up to me with 
your eighth, young women ? But you indeed 
ought tp write twice flower than I, becaufe 
there are two of you ; I own that. — Well 
'then, ril feal up thi$ letter by my morning 
candle, and carry Jt into the city with me, 
where I go to dine, and put it in the poft- 
pffice with my own fair hands. So, . let 
me fee whether I have any news to tell MD. 
They fay, they will very foon make fpme 
enquiries into the corruptions of the late 
ininiftry; and they muft do it, to juftify 
their turning them out. Atterbury we think 
)s to be dean of Chriji-Churcb in Oxford i 
but the College would rather have Smallridge. 
: — What's all this to you ? What care you 
for Atterburys and Smallridges ? No, yoij 
care for nothing but Prejlo^ faith. So 111 
fife, and bid you farewel ; yet Tm loth to 
fJo fo, becaufe there is a great bit of paper 
yef to talk uponi but Dingley will have it fo : 
' Yes, 
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Yc^ fays flic, make your jownafe flibrter, 
and fend them oftencfr ; and fo I will. Ami 
I hat^e cl>eated you another way too ; fyt 
this is dipt paper, and holds at leaft £x tines 
iefs than the former ones, ill tdl you t 
good thing I faid to my Ic^dOarteret. So, 
fays he, my lord ■ came op to toe, aiil 

nflct me, &c. No, faid I, my lord «-*— . 
never did, nor ever can -cmte t^ to yon* Wft 
all pun here fbmetimies. Lord Carteret fet 
dovm Pr/br t'other day in his cfaatiot, an! 
Prior thaijked him for his CJbarky ; thtft 
was fit for DiJfy *. I don\ remember I 
heard one good one from the miraftry, which 
i^ really a fhame. Henley is gone to the 
country for Cbrijtmas. The puppy con«!s 
here without his wife, and keeps no houfe, 
And would have me dine widi him at(eai»^^ 
houles I but I have only done it once, an4 
will do it no more. He had not feen »e 
for fome time in the Coffee^wufe, and aflcing 
efter me, defired lord Herbm^t to tell me, t 
xvas a Beaji for ever after the order <tf MeU 
fhifedec. Did you ever read the Scr^>ture f 
It is only changing the word Pr/g^ to JB^^ 
— -I think I am bewitched to write fo much 

• Dilhn AJbe. 
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in a morning to you, little MD. Let me 
go, will you ? and HI come again to-night 
in a fine clean fheet of paper ; but I can nor 
will ftay no longer now ; no, I won't, for all 
your wheedling: no, no, look oflF, don^t 
fmile at me, and fay. Pray, pray, Frefio^ 
write a little more. Ah ! you're a wheedling 
flut, you be fo. Nay, but prithee tura 
about, and let me go, do ; 'tis a good girl, 
and do. O faith, my morning-candle is juft 
out; and I muft go now in fpight of my 
teeth j for my bed-chamber is dark with 
curtains, and I'm at the wrong fide. So 
farewel, &c. &c. 

I am in the dark almoft : I muft have 
another candle, when I am up, to feal this ; 
but ril fold it up in the dark, and make 
what you can of this, for I can only fee 
this paper I am writing upon. Service tQ 
Mrs. tP^a/ls and Mrs. Sfoite. 

God Almighty blefs you, &c. What I 
pm doing I can't fee ; but I'll fold it up, 
^d not look on it again. 
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LETTER XIII. 

London, January 4, 171c- 11. 

X WAS going into the city (where I dined) 
and put my 12th, with my owi> fair hands, 
into the poft office as I came back, which 
was not till nine this night. I dined with 
people that you never heard of, nor is it 
worth your while to know ; an authorefs 
and a printer. I walked home for exercife, 
and ac eleven got to bed, and all the while 
I was undrefling my felf, there was I fpeak- 
ing monkey things in air, juft as if MD had 
been by, and did not rccolledl myfelf till I 
got into bed. I writ laft night to the arch- 
biftiop, and told him the warrant was drawn 
for the Firji-Fruits, and I told him lord Pe- 
terborow was fet out for his journey to Vi^ 
enna ; but it feems the lords have addreflcd 
to have him ftay to be examined about 
Spanijh affairs, upon this defeat ther^i and 
to know where the fault lay, &c. So I writ 
to the archbi/hop a lie ; but I think it was 
not a fin. 

5. Mr. fecretary St. John fent for mc 
this morning fo early that I was forced to 
go without fhaving, which put mc quite 

out 
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cut of method : I called at Mr. F(?r^'s, and 
defired him to lend me a fhaving, and fo 
made a fliift to get into order again. Lord ! 
here's an impertinence ; Sir Andrew Foun^ 
taints mother and filler are come above a 
hundred miles from Worcejler to fee him 
before he died. They got here but ycf- 
tcrday, and he muft have been paft hopes, 
or paft fears, before they could reach him. 
I fell a fcolding when I heard they were 
coming; and the people about him won* 
dered at me, and faid what a mighty con- 
tent it would be on both fides to die when 
they were with him. I knew the mother ; 
{he is the greatefl Overdo upon earth, and 
the fifter, they fay, is worfe ; the poor man 
will relapfe again among them. Here was 
the fcoundrel brother always crying in the 
outer room till Sir Andrew was in danger, 
and the dog was to have all his eftate if he 
died ; and 'tis zii ignorant, worthlefs, fcoun- 
drel rake : and the nurfes were comforting 
];iim, and defirjng he would not take on fo. 
J[ dined to-day the firft time with Ophy But^ 
ler and his wife; and you fupped with the 
dean, and loft two and twenty pence at cards. 
And fo Mrs. Walk is brought to-bed of a 
girl, who died two days after it was chrif • 

tened; 



ithtd i and betwixt you and mc, (he is nbt 
very forry : flie loves her cafe and diverfk>ns 
too well to be troubled with children. Yll 
go to bed. 

6. Morning. I went kft night to put 
ibme coals on my fire after Patrick was gone 
to bed I and there I faw in a dofet a poor 
linnet he has bought to bring over to Dmg^ 
ley : it coft him fix-pence, and is as tame 
as a dormouie. I believe he does not know^ 
he is a bird : where you put him, there he 
ftands^ and ieems to have neither hope nor 
fear ; I fuppafe in a week he will die of 
the fplcen. Patrick advifcd with me before 
he bought him. I kid £urly before hini 
&e gieatnefs of the fum, and the raflmefir 
of the attempt ; (hewed how impoffible it 
was to carry hira £ife over the fait fea : 
but he vwuld not take my counfel^ and he-It 
repent it. 'Tis very cold this morning in 
bed» and I hear there is a good fire in dse 
room without^ what do you call it, the di^ 
ning^room. I hope it will be good weather^ 
and fo let me rife, firrahs, do fo.*~At night, 
I was this morning to vifit the dean, w 
Mr. Prolocutor, I think you call him, don't 
you ? Why (hould not I go to the dean's as 
well as you ? A little black man of pretty 

near 
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ntAT Mtyi Aye» the &me» A good pleafant 
man? Aye^ the fame. Cunning enough? 
¥e;s. Ona that iinderftands his own inte* 
iseflis ? As well as any body. How comes it 
MD and I don't meet there fbmetimes? 
A very good face, and abundance of wit j. 
do you know his lady ? O Lord ! ^ whom 
do yQ\3t mczn ? * I mean Dr. Atterbury^ deaa 
of Carlifle and Prolocutor. Pfhaw, Prefto^ 
you are a fool: I thought you had meant ouf 
dean of St. Patrick's. — Silly, filly, fiUy, you 
are fiUy, both arc filly, every kind of thing 
\» filly. As I walked into the city, I wasr 
ftopt with clufters of boys aad wenchefi 
bussing about the cake -{hops like fties« 
There bad the fools let out their {hops two 
yards forward into the ftreets, all fpread with 
great eakses frothed with fugar, and fi:uck 
with fixeamers of tinfeL And then I went 
to Bateman's the bookfeller, and laid out 
eight aEid forty ihilUngs for books. I 
bought three little volumes oiLueian in 
Freruh^iov our Stella^ and fo aaid (o. Then 
I W€»t to Garraways to meet Stratford andf 
dine with him ; but it was an^ idle day with 

* Dr. Surney dean of St. Patrict\ was not a mar-' 
ried ntan, which ftema to have been the caafe of this 

the 
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the merchants, and he was gone to Ottf 
end of the town : fo I dined with Sir T]fo- 
was Frankland at the poft-officd, and wc 
drank your Manley\ health. It \^as in % 
news-paper that he was turned out; but 
fecrctary St. 'John told me it was falfe, only 
that news-writer is a plaguy T^ory. I have 
not feen one bit of Chrijlmas merriment. 

7. Morning. Your new lord chancellor 
fets out to-morrow for Ireland : I never faw 
him. He carries over one Trap a paribn as 
his chaplain, a fort of pretender to wit, a 
fecond-rate pamphleteer for the caufe, whom 
they pay by fending him to Ireland. I never 
faw Trap neither. I met Tighe and your 
Smyth of Lovefs yeflerday by the Exchange. 
Tighe and I took no notice of each other; 
but I ftopt Smyth, and told him of the box 
that lies for you at Chejler^ becaufe he (ays 
he goes very foon to Ireland, I think this 
week : and I will fend this morning to 
Sterne, to take meafures with Smyth; fo good 
morrow, firrahs, and let me rife, pray. I 
took up this paper when I came in at even- 
ing, I mean this minute, and then laid I, 
No, no, indeed, MD, you muft ftay, and 
then was laying it aiide, but could not for 
my heart, though J[^ am very bufy, till I jaft 

aik 
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afk you how you do fince morning ; by and 
bye we fhall talk more, fo let me leave you 
foftly down, little paper, till then j fo there 
-—now to bufinefs 5 there, I fay, get you 
gone ; no, I won't pufb you neither, but 
hand you on one fide — So — Now I am got 
into bed, Til talk with you. Mr. fecretary 
St. John fent for me this morning in all 
hafte ', but I would not lofe my fhaving, for 
fear of miffing church. I went to Court, 
which is of late always very full, and young 
Manley and I dined at Sir Mattbenv Dudley's. 
— I muft talk politicks. I proteft I am afraid 
we fhall all be embroiled with parties. The 
tVbigs^ now they are fallen, are the moft 
malicious toads in the world. ' We have had 
now a fecond misfortune, the lofs of feveral 
Virginia fhips. I fear people will begin to 
think that nothing thrives under this mi- 
niftry : and if, the miniftry can once be ren- 
dered odious to the people, the parliament 
may be chofen IVhig or Tory as the queen 
pleafes. Then I think our friends prefs a lit- 
tle too hard on the duke of Marlborough. 
The country members * are violent to have 
part faults enquired into, and they have rea* 

* Thofc were afterwards called the OSfsber Club. 
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fbn ; but I do not obfcrvc the miniftry to IJe 
very fond of it. In my opinion we have 
nothing to fave us but a Peace^ and I am 
fbre we cannot have fuch a one as we hoped, 
Ind then the Whigs will bawl what they 
trould have done had they continued in 
power. I tell the miniftry this as much as- 
Idare, and ^all venture to fay a little more 
to them, efpeeially about the duke oi-MarU 
borough^ who, as the Whigs.%ist out} will lay 
down his command ; and I question whether 
ever any. wife ftatclaid afide a general who 
had been fuccefsful nine years together,, 
whom the enemy fo much dread ; and' his> 
own foldiers cannot but believe muft always 
conquer; and you know that in war opinion* 
is nine parts in ten. The miniftry hear me 
always with appearance of regard, and much . 
kindnefs ; but I doubt they let perfonal quar- 
rels mingle too much with their proceed- 
ings. Mean time, they fecm to value all 
this as nothing, and are as eafy and merry 
as if they had nothing in their hearts or 
upon their fhoulders, like phyficians, who 
endeavour to cure, but feel no grief, what- 
ever the patient fufFers. — Pfhaw, what*^ all 
this ? Do you know one thing, that Ifind 
I can write politicks to you much eaiier 

than- 
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Ihlh to any body a^ive. But I fwcar xa^ 
head is fuU^ and I wifli I were at Laracor 
with dear charming AfD, &c. 

8. Morning. Methinks, young women, 
I have made a great progrefs in four days, at 
the bottom of this fide already, and no let* 
ter yet come from MD. (that word inter- 
lined is morning.) f find I have been wri- 
ting ftate a6Fairs to MD. How do they re- 
li(h it ? Why, any thing that comes froni 
Prejio is welcome ; though really, to confefs 
the truth, if they had their choice, not to 
difguife the matter, they had rather, &c. 
Now, Prejioy I muft tell you, you grow filly> 
fays Stella. That's but one body's opinion, 
madam, I promifed to be with Mr. fecre- 
tiry St. John this morning ; but I am lazy 
and Von't go, bccaufe I had a letter from 
Mm yefterday to defire I would dine there 
to-day. I (hall be chid ; but what care I ? 
^— Here has been Mrs. South with me, juft 
come from Sir Andrew Fountain^ and going 
to markets He is ftill in a fever, and may 
live or die. His mother and fifter are now 
come up and in the houfe, fo there's a lurry. 
I gave Mrs* South half a piftole for a New- 
year's gift. So good morrow, dears both, till 
anon.— At night. Lord, I have been with 
N a Mr. 
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Mr. Secretary from dinner till eight; anc! 
though I drank wine and water, I am (o 
hot ! Lady Stanley came to vifit Mrs. St. 
yohn^ and fent up for me, to make up a 
quarrel with Mrs. 5/- John^ whom I never 
yet faw ; and do you think that devil of a 
fecretary would let me go, but kept me by 
main force, though I told him I was in love 
with his lady, and it was a jQiame to keep 
back a lover, &c. But all would not do; 
fo at laft I was forced to break away, but 
never went up, it was then too late ; and 
here ^ am, and have a great deal to do to- 
jiight, tliough it be nine o'clock ; but one 
muft fay fomething to thefe naughty. MDsf 
elfe there will be no quiet. 

9. To-'day Ford and I fet apart to go into 
the city to buy books ; but we only had a 
fcurvy dinner at an alehoufe, and he made 
me go to the tavern, and drink Florence^ 
four and fix-pence a flafk ; damned wine ! 
fo I fpent my money, which I fcldom do^ 
and paft an infipid day, and faw no-body, 
and 'tis now ten o'clock, and I have nothing 
to fay, but that 'tis a fortnight to-morrow 
fince I had a letter from MD^ but if I 
have it time enough to anfwcr here, 'tis 
well enough, otherwife wo betid« you, faith; 

ni 
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I ill go to the toyman's, here juft in Pallma^i, 
and he fells great hugeous battoonsj yes, 
faith, and fo he does. Does not he. Ding- 
ley ? Yes, faith. Don't lofe your money this 
Chrijimas. 

lo. I muft go this morning to Mr. fe- 
cretary St. John. I promifed yefterday, but 
failed, fo can't write any more till pight to 

poor dear MD. At night. O faith, 

Dingley^ I had company in the morning, 
and, could not go where J defigned; and! 
had a bafket from Raymond at BriJloU with 
fix bottles of wine .and a pound of chocolate, 
and fome tobacco to fnufF; and he writ un-^ 
der, the carriage was paid ; but he lied, or I 
am cheated, or there is a miflake ; and he 
has written to me fo confufedly about ibm^ 
things, that Lucifer could not undcrftand 
him. This wine is to be drank with Jfcr- 
ley\ brother and Sir Robert Raymonds fell- 
citor-general, in order to recommend the 
dodtor to your new lord chancellor, who 
left this place on Monday^ and Raymond fays 
he is hafting to Chejler to go with him. — I 
fuppofe he leaves his wife behind ; for when 
he left London he had no thoughts of ftirring 
till Summer. So I fuppofe he will be with 
J^o^ before this. Ford cajnc ?tnd diefir^d J 
N 3 would 



( *82 > 

w6uld dine with him, bccaufe it was Open^ 
iay^ which I did, and fent excufes to lord 
Sbelburtt who had invited mc. 

11. I ant) fetting up a new Matter ^ little 
Harrifon, whom I have mentioned to you. 
Others have put him on it, and I encourage 
him ; and he was with me this morning and 
evening, fliewing mc his firft, which comes 
out on Saturday. I doubt he will not fuc-* 
ceed, for I do not much approve his man^ 
»er I but the fchemc is Mr* fccretary St. 
Johti^ and mine, ^nd would have done well 
enough in good hands. I recoa>mended 
bim to a printer, whom I fent for, and fet- 
tled the matter between them this evening. 
Harrijen has jaft left me,^ and I am tired 
with corredting his trafh. 

12. I was this nK)rning upon fome bufi- 
uefs with Mr. fecretary St. Jobn^ and he 
made me promife to dine with him, which 
bther\vife I would have done with Mr. 
Harly, whom I have not been with thefo 
ten days. I cannot but think they have 
tnighty difficulties upon them ; yet I al-? 
ways find them as eafy and difengaged as 
fchoolboys on a holiday. Harley has the 
procuring of five or fix millions on his 
fhoulders, and the Wbi^s will not lend s^ 

groat ^ 



.( i«3 ) 

'groct s which is the only reafon of the fj^l 
of flocks : for they are like quakers and fa- 
^naticks, that will only deal among them- 
felvcs, while all others deal indifferently 
with them. Lady Marlborough offers, if 
they will let her keep her employment*, 
never to come into the queen's prefence^ 
The Wbigs fay the duke of Mar/borcugh will 
ierve no more ; Jbut I hope and think other- 
wife. I would to Heaven I were this mi- 
nute with MD at Dublin ; for I am weary 
'Of politicks, that give me fuch mel^choly 
.profpefts. 

13. O faith, I had an ugly giddy fit lafl 
-night in my chamber, and I have got a new 
^x of pilh to take, and hope I (hall have 
<no more this good while. I would not tell 
you before, bccaufe it would vex you, little 
rogues ; but now it is over. I dined to*^day 
with lord Sbelburn^ and to-day little Harru 
/oris new Tatler came out : there is pot 
much in it, but I hope he will mend. Yovi 
jnufl underfland that upon Steele's leaving 
4>S^ there were two or three fcrub Iffitlers 
dcame out^ and one of them holds on ftjljl, 
^md to-day it advertifed againft Harrifon^Si 
and fo there mufl be difputes which are 
l^enuine, like the ftraps for razors. I am 
N 4 afraid 
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afraid the little toad has not the true velo 
for it. ril tell you a copy of verfes. When 
Mr. St. Join was turned out from being 
fccretary at war, three years ago, he retired 
to the countr)': there he was talking of 
fomething he would have written over his 
fummer-boufe, and a gentleman gave hin; 
thefe verfes ; 

From bufipefs and the noify world retir'd. 
Nor vex'd by love, nor by ambition fir'd 5 
Gently I wait the call of Charon % boat, 

Still drinking like a fi(h, and like z 

float. 

He fworc to me he coujd hardly bear the 
jeft ; for he pretended to retire like a phi- 
lofopher, though he was but twenty- eight 
years old : and I believe the thing was true; 
for hp had been a thorough rakfe. I think 
the three grave lines do introduce the laft 

well enough. Od fo, but Y\\ go fleep ; I fleep 
early now. 

14. O faith, young women, I want a let- 
ter from MD ; • tis now nineteen days fincc 
I had the laft : and where have I room to 
anfwer it; pray ? I hope I (hall fend this 
away without any anfwer at all; for III 
baften it, and away it goes on T^uefday^ by 
6 which 
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which time this fide will be full. Fll fend 
it two days fooner on purpofe out of fpight, 
and the very next day after, you muft know, 
your letter will come, and then *tis too 
iate, and Til fo laugh, never faw the like ! 
'Tis Spring with us already, I ate afpara- 
gus t'other day. Did you ever fee fuch a 
froftlefs winter ? Sir Andrew Fountain lies 
ftill extreamly ill 5 it cofts him ten guineas 
a day to dodlors, furgeons, and apothecaries, 
and has done fo thefe three weeks. I dined 
to-day with Mr. Ford\ he fometimes chufes 
to dine at home, and I am content to dine 
with him ; and at night I caHed at the 
Coffee-boufey where I had not been in a week, 
arid talked coldly a while with Mr. Addi-^ 
Jon ; all our frieridfliip and dearneft are off: 
we are civil acquaintance, talk words of 
courfe, of when we ihall meet, and that's 
all. I have not been at any houfe with him 
thefe fix weeks: t'other day we were to 
liave dined together at the comptroller's; 
but I fent my cxcufes, being engaged to the 
fecretary of ftate. Is not it odd ? But I 
think he has ufed me ill, and I have ufed 
him too well, at leaft his friend Steele. 

1 5. It has coft me three guineas to-day for 
ji periwig. I am undone !* It was made by 
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a Leicefter lad, who married Mr. JVorraJl'% 
daughter, where my mother lodged i (o I 
thought it would be cheap, and efpecialiy 
iince he lives in the city. Well, London 
lick-penny: I find it true. I have given 
Harrifon hints for another Tutler to-morrow. 
The jackanapes wants a right tafte ; I doubt 
he won't do. I dined with my friend Lev)ii 
of the fecretary's office, and am got home 
early, becaufe I have much bufinefs to do; 
but before I begin I muft needs fay ibme^ 
thing to JWD, faith — No, faith, I lie, it is 
but nineteen days to*day fince my lad frora 
MD. I have got Mr. Harlay to prooiiie, 
that whatever changes are made in the coun- 
cil, the bi(hop of Clogber fhall not be re- 
moved, and he has got a memorial accord- 
ingly. I will let the bifliop know fb much 
in a poft or two. This is a fecret ; but I 
know he has enemies, and they (hall not be 
gratified, if they defigned any fuch thing, 
which perhaps they might; for fome changes 
there will be made. So drink up your clare^ 
and be quiet, and don't lofe your money. 

1 6. Morning. Faith I'll fend this letter 
to-day to fhamc you, if I han't one from 
MD before night, that's certain. Won't 
^ou grumble for want of the third iide^ 

pray 
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pray now ? Yes, I warrant you ; yes, yes, 
you ihall have the third, you (hall ib, whea 
you can catch it, fome other time ; when 

you be writing girls O faith, I think I 

won't flay till night, but feal up this juft 
liow, and carry it in my pocket, and whip 
)t into the pofl*-office as I come home at 
evening. I am going out early this morn- 
ing. — Patrick's bills for coals and candles, 
&c.' come fometimes to three fhillings a 
week$ I keep very good fires, though the 
weather be warm. Ireland will never be 
happy till you get fmall coal likewife; no- 
thing fo eafy, fo convenient, fo cheap, fo 
pretty ibr lighting a fire. My fervice to 
Mrs. Stoite and fTai/s, has (he a boy or a 
girl? A girl, hmm; and died in a week^ 
hmmm, and was poor Stella forced to (land 
for godmother ? — Let me know how ac- 
counts ftand, that you may have your mo- 
ney betimes. There's four months for my 
lodging, that mull«be thought on too : an4 
j(b go dine with ManJey^ and lofe your mo- 
Dey, do extravagant fluttikin, but don't fret, 
—It will be jufl: three weeks when I have 
the next letter, that's to-morrow^ Farewell^ 
deareft beloved JlfD, and love poor, poor 
Fr^^9 who has not had one happy day 

fincQ 
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fince he left you, as hope favcd. — It is.fhe 
laft fally I will ever make, but I hope it will 
turn to fome account. I have done more for 
thcfe, and I think they are more honeft thaa 
the laft ; however, I will not be diiap- 
pointed. I would make MD and me eafy -, 
and I never defired more,— Farcwel, &c; &e. 

LETTER XIV. 

London, J;ii>.. i6, 1710-IX. 

U Faith, young women, I have fent my 
letter N. 13, without one crumb of an an- 
fwer to any of MD's, there's for you now ; 
and yet Prejlo ben't angry faith, not a bit, 
only h€ will begin to be in pain next Irijb 
poft, except he fees MD's little hand writing 
in the glafs-frame at the bar of St. James s 
Coffee-houfey where Prejlo would never go 
but for that purpofc, Prejlo's at home, God 
help him, every night from fix till bed-time, 
and has as little enjoyment or pleafure in 
life at prefent as any body in the world, al- 
though in full favour with all the miniftry. 
As hope faved, nothing gives Prejio any fort 
of dream of happinefs but a letter now and 
then from his own deareft MD. I . love 
the expe&ation of it, and when it docs not 

cp9iC| 
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eome, I comfort myfelf, that I have it yctf 
to be happy with. Yes faith, and when I 
write to MD> I am happy too ; it is juft as 
if methinks you were here and I prating to 
you, and telling you where I have been: 
Well, fays you, Prejioy come, where have 
you been to-day ? come, let's hear now. 
And {o then I anfvver ; Ford and I were 
vifiting Mr. Lewis^ and Mr. Prior ^ and Prior 
has given me a fine Plautus^ and then Ford 
would have had mc dine at his lodgings, 
and fo I would not ; and fo I dined with 
him at an eating-houfe; which I have not 
done five times fince I came here; and fo 
I came home, after vifiting Sir Andrew Foun- 
tains mother and fitter, and Sir Andrew Foun^ 
tain is mending, though flowly. • 

17. I was making, this morning, fomc 
general vifits, and at twelve I called at the 
Coffee-boufe for a letter from MD ; fo the 
man faid, he had given it to Patrick \ then 
I went to the court of requefts and treafufy, 
to find Mr. Harle^^ and after fome time fpent 
in mutual reproaches, I promifed to dine 
with him; I ftaid there till feven, then 
called at Sterne's and Leigh's to talk abou.t 
your box, and to have it fent by Smyth; 
Sterne fays, he has been majcing enquiries, 

an4 
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And will fet things right as foon as |)ofiibiiii 
I fuppofe it lies at Cbejier^ at Icaft I hope fo, 
and only wants a lift over to you. Here 
has little Harrifon been to complain^ that 
the printer I recommended to him for his 
Tatler, is a coxcomb ; and yet to fee how 
things will happen j for this very printer is 
my coufin^ his name is Dryden Leach ; did 
you never hear of Dryden Leacb, he that 
prints the Poji-man? He aAed Ormoko, 
he's in love with Mifs Cr^. -—Well, fo 
I came home to read my letter from Stella, 
hut the dog Patrick was abroad ; at laft he 
came, and I got my letter ; I found another 
hand had fuperfcribcd it ; when I opened it, 
I found it written all in French^ and fub* 
fcribed Bernage: faith I was ready to fling 
it at Patrick's head. Bemage tells me, he 
had been to defire your recommendation tp 
me to make him a captain, and your cau- 
tious anfwer, ** That be bad as much fwsef 
•* with me asyou,' was a notable one j if you 
were here I would prefent you to the mi- 
niftry as a perfon of ability. Bemage (hould 
let me know where to write to him ; this 
is the fecond letter I have had without any 
diredlion ; however, I beg I may not have 
a third, but that you will afk'him, and 

fend 
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£nd me bow I ihall direct to him. In ih» 
mean time, tell him, that if regiments are 
to be raifed here, as he fays, I will ipeak 
to George Granvi/ie, fecretary at war, ta 
make him a captain ; and ufe what other 
interefl I conveniently can« I think that ia^ 
enough, and fo tell him, and don't trouble 
sne with his letters, when I exped: then^ 
from MDj do you hear, young women^ 
write to Pre/io^ 

1 8. I was this morning with Mr. fecre-r 
tary Sf. Joiny and we were to dine at Mr* 
Har/iy's alone, about fome bufinefs of im- 
portance ; but there were two or three gen- 
tlemen there. Mr. fecretary and I went to-^ 
gether from his office to Mr. Harleys, and 
diought to have been very v^ife; but the 
deuce a bit, the company ftaid, and more 
4)ame, and Harley went away at feven, and' 
the fecretary and I (laid with the reft of the 
company till eleven ; I would then have had 
kim come away, but he was in fqr't ; and 
^ough hefwore he would come away at that 
flafk, there I left him. I wonder at the 
civility of thcfe people; when he faw t 
would drink no more, hte would always pafs* 
the bottle by me, and yet I- could not keep- 
*^e toad from drinking liimfelf, nor 'he- 
would 
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woul J not let me go neither, nor Majharfti 
who was with us. When I got hqme, I 
found a parcel directed to nie, and open^ 
irig it, I found a pamphlet written entirely 
againft myfelf, not by name, but againft 
ibmething I writ : it is pretty civil, and 
a£Fed:s to be fo, and I think I will take no 
notice of it ; 'ti^ againft fbmethihg written 
very lately ; ancj indeed I know not' what to 
fay, nor do I care 5 and fo you arc a fawcy 
rogu6 for lofing your money to day at 
Staitifs^ to let that budgler beat yon, fye 
SteJ/a, ^n"t you afliamed? Well, I for- 
give you this once,' never do fo again ; no, 
noooo. Kifs and be fritnds, firrah.— 
Come, let me go fleep, I go earlier to bed 
than formerly; and have not been out fo 
late thefe two months; but the fecretary 
was in a drinking humour. So good night 
myownlittledearfawcyinfolentrogues, 

19. Then you read that long word in the 
laft line, no * faith han't you. Well, when 
will this letter come from our MD ? to-- 
morrow or next day without fail ; yes faith-, 
and 1h it is coming. This was an infipid 
fnowy day, no^ walking day, and I dined 

* In that word tltere were fome puzzling charaders. 

gravely 
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gravely with Mrs. Vanhomrlgh^ and came 
home, and am now got to bed a little after 
ten i I reitiember old Culpepper^ maxim. 
Would you have a fettled head^ You muft 
early go to bed : I tell you and i tell't again. 
You muft be in bed at ten. 

20. And fo I went to-day with miy hevr 
wig, o hoao, to vifit lady Wdrjley^ whom I 
had not feen before, although (he was neat 
a month in town j then J w;alkt in the P^ri 
to find Mr. Ford^ whom I had promifed to 
meetj and coming down the Maih who 
ihould come towards mc but Patrick^ and 
gives me five letters out of his pocket. I 
read the fuperfcription of the firft, Pfhoh, 
faid I ; of the fecond, Pflioh again j of the 
third, Pfliah, Pftiah, Pfhah ; of the fourth; 
A Gad, A Gad, A Gad^ Fm in a rage ; of 
the fifth and laft, O hoooa; aye marry this 
is* fomething, this is our MD^ fo truly we 
opened it, I think immediately, and it be- 
gan the moft impudently in the world, thus ; 
Dear Prejio, We are even thus far. Now 
we are even, quoth Stephen^ when he gav>5 
his wife fix blows for one. I received your 
ninth four days after 1 had fent my thir- 
teenth. But rii reckon with you anon about 
that, young women. Why did not you 

VojL. IV. O recant 
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recaat at the end of your letter wRcn yow 
got my eleventh^ tell me that huzzies bafe^ 
were we even then, were we, firrah ? But 
I won*t anfwer your letter now, I'll keep it 
for another time. We had a great deal of 
fnow to-day, and 'tis terrible cold. I dined* 
with PdrJy becaufe it was his Opera-^day and 
fhowed> fa I did not care to ftir further. \% 
fend to-nK)rrow to Smyth. 
. iti^ Morning. It has fnowed terribly aS 
night, and is vengeance cold. I am not yer 
up, but cannot write long ; my hands wift 
freeze. Is there a good fire, Patrick f Yes,. 
Sir ; then I'll rife, come take away the can- 
dle. You muft know I write on the dark 
fide of my bed-chamber, and am forced to^ 
have a candle till I rife, for the bed (lands 
between me and the window^ and I keep 
the curtains (hut this cold weather. So^ 
pray let me rife, and, Patrick^ here take 
away the candle. — At night* We are now 
here in high frofl and fnow, tibe largeft firt 
can hardly keep us warm* It is very ugly 
walking, a baker's boy broke his thigh ye:^ 
terday. I walk flow, make fhort flep, and 
never tread on my heel. 'Tis a good pro- 
verb the Devon/hire people have ; Walk £a& 
in fnow, In froft walk flov». And flill a» 

you 
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you go, Tread on your toe : When froft 
and fnow are both together. Sit by the fire 
and Ipare (hoe-leather. I dined tonday with 
Dfi Cockburn, but will not do fo again in 
hafte, he has generally fuch a parcel oi Scots 
With him. 

22. Mot-ning. Starving^ ftarving, Uth, . 
tth, uth, uth, Uth. — Don't you remember 
I ufcd to come into your chamber^ and turn 
Stella oiit of her chair, and rake up the fire 
in a cold morning, and ciy Uth, uth, uth ? 
Gfr. O faith I muft rife, my hand is fo 
, told I can write no more. So good mor- 

tow, firrahs. ^ At night. I went this 

morning to lady Gtffard's houfe, and faw 
your mother, and made her give me a pint 
bottle of palfey water, which I brought 
home in my pocket i and fealed and tyed up 
in a paper, and fent it to Mr. Smyths who 
goes to-riiorrow iot Ireland, and fent a letter 
to him to deiire his care of it, and that 
lie would enquire at Cbejler about the box. 
He was not within, fo the bottle and letter 
were left for him at his lodgings, with ftridb 
orders to give them to him ; and I will fend 
Patrick in a day or two, to know whether 
it was given, Gfr. Dr. Stratford and I dined 
to-day with Mr. Stratford in the city, by 
O z appoint- 



( 196 ) 

Appointment ; but I chofc to walk there for 
cxcrcife in the froft. But the weather had 
given a little, as you women call it, fo it 
was fomething flobbery. I did not get 
home till nine. And now I'm in bed To 
break your head. 

23. Morning. They telt me it freezes 
again, but 'tis not fo cold as yefterday : fo 
now I will anfvvcr a bit of your letter. — 
At night. O faiih, I was juft going to an- 
fwer fome of our AfD's letter this morning, 
when a printer came in about fome bulineis, 
and ftaid an hour ; fo I rofe, and then came 
in Ben TookCy and then I fhaved and fcrib- 
bled, and it was fuch a terrible day I could 
not ftir out till one, and then I called at MrSr 
Barton Sy and we went to lady Worfley'%^ 
where we were to dine by appolntmeot. 
The earl of Berkeley is going to be married 
to lady Louija Lenoxy the duke of Rich- 
momrs daughter. I writ this night to dean 
Sterne^ and bid him tell you all about the 
bottle of palfcy water by Smytb^ and to-» 
morrow morning I will fay fomething to 
your letter. 

24. Morning. Come now to your letter. 
As for your being even with me, I have 
fpolven to that already. So now, my dearly 

beloved/ 
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teloved, let us proceed to the next. You are 
always grumbling that you han't letters faft 
enough, furely we fliall have your tenth *; 
iand yet before you end youi' letter, you 
own youfeave my eleventh. — And why did 
not MD go into the country with the bifhop 
of Clogber ? faith fuch a journey would have 
done you good; Stella fliould have rode, 
and Dingiey gone in the coach. The bifliop 
oi Kilmore I know nothing of; he is old 
and may dye; he lives in fomc obfcure 
corner, for I never hear of him. As for 
my old friends, if you mean the Whigs^ I 
never fee them, as you may find by my 
journals, except lord HalUfax^ and him very 
feldom; lord Somers never fince the firft vifit, 
for he has been a falfe deceitful rafcal. 
My new friends are very kind, and I have 
promifes enough, but I do' not count upon 
them, and befides my pretences are very 
young to them. However, we will fee 
what may be dqne, and if nothing at all, I 
fhall not be difappointed ; although perhaps 
poor MD may, and then I fliall be forryer 
for tlieir fakes than my own. -7- Talk of a 
/merry Chrijlmas (why did you write it fb 

* Thefe are the words of MD. 

O 3 then 
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half a fcore, I would be glad to know whc^ 
ther they were good for any thing. — Mrs. 
Walls at Donnybrook with you ; why is not 
fhe brought to bed ? Well, well, well, 
Dtngley, pray be fatisfied ; you talk as if you 
were ^ngry about the biftiop's not offering 
-you convehiencies for the journey ; and fo 

he fhould.. What fort of Cbrijlmas? 

Why I have had no Cbrijlmas at all ; and 
has it really been Chrijimds of late ? I never 
once thought of it. My fervice to Mrs. 
StoitCy and Catherine^ and let Catherine get 
the coffee ready againfl I come, and not 
have ^o much care on her countenance ; for 

all will go well. Mr. Bernage^ Mr. Ber- 

nage, Mr. Fiddlenage^ I have had three let- 
ters from him now fuccefTively ; he fends 
no diredions, and how the D— fhall I write 
to him ? I would have burnt his laft, if I 
had not fcen Stella's hand at the bottom : 
his requeft is all nonfenfe. How can I af- 
fift him in buying ? and if he be ordered to 
go to Spain, go he mufl, or elfe fell, and I 
believe one can hardly fell in fqch a junc- 
ture. If he had flaid, and new regiments 
raifed^ I would have ufed my endeavour to 
iiave had him ren^oved ; although I have no 
credit that way, or very little : but if the 

regiment 
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regiment goes, he ought to go too ; he has 
had great indulgence, and opportunities of 
faving ; and I have urged him to it a hun- 
dred times. What can I do ? whenever it 
lies in my power to do him a good office, 
I will do it. Pray draw up this into a hand- 
fome Ipcech, and reprcfent it to him from 
me, and that I would write, if I knew where 
to diredl to him ; and fo I have told you, 
and defired you would tell him, fifty times. 
Yes, Madam Stella, I think I can read your 
long concluding word, but you can't read 
mine after bidding you good night. And 
yttj methinks, I mend extremely in my 
writing ; but when Stellas eyes are well, I 
hope to write as bad as ever. — So now I 
have anfw'ered your letter, and mine is an 
anfwcr ; for I lay yours before me, and I 
look and write, atid write and look, and 
look and write again. — So good morrow. 
Madams both, and Til go rife, for I muft 
rife ; for I take pills at night, and fo I muft 
rife early, I don't know why. ■ 

25. Morning. I did not tell you how I 
pafl my time yeflerday, nor bid you good 
night, and there was good reafon. I went 
in the morning to fecretary St. yohn about 
ibme bufinefs ; he had got a great JVbig with 

him; 
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him; a creature of the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, who is a Go-between to make peace 
between the duke and the miniflry; fb he 
came out of his clofet;, and after a few 
words, defired I would dine with him at 
^ree^ but Mr. Lewis (laid till fix before he 
.came; and there we fat talking^ and the 
pVQt ilipt {b, that at laft> when I was pofi- 
tiye to go» \t was paft two of clock ; fo I 
came honte and went ftraight to bed. He 
would i^ever kt me look at his watch, and 
I could not imqygine it above twelve whea 
we went away. So | bid you good night 
for lafl night, and now | bid you good 
morrow, and I am ilill ii> bed^ t^ugh it be 

near ten, but I muft rife. 

26, 27, 28^ 29, 30. I have been fo lazy 
^ad negligent thefe lafl four days that I 
could not write to MD. My head is not 
in order, and yet it is npt abfblutely ill, but 
giddyifh, and make^ me ^ifllefsj I w^k 
every day, and take drops of Pr. Cockburn^ 
and I have juft.done a box of pills^ afid to- 
day lady Kerry fcnt me fome of hejr bitter 
drink, which I deiign to take twice a day^ 
and hope I fhall grow better. I wiih I 
were with MD, I long for Spring and good 
l^eathei", and then I will come over. My 

riding 
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fiding in Ireland kcc^s me we^L I am very 
temperate, and cat of the caficft meats as I 
am direfted, and hope the malignity will gq 
off; but one fit fliakes me a long ,time. I 
dined to-day with lord Mountjoyy yefterday 
^t Mr. Stones in the city, on Sunday at Van-: 
bomrigi's, Saturday with Ford, and Friday I 
think at Fanhomrig&'s, and that*s all the 
journal I can fend MD, for I was fo lazy 
while I was well, that I could not write. 
I thought to have fent this to*night, but *ti^ 
fen, and I'll go to bed, and write on t'othet: 
fide to Parvifol to-morrow, and fend it oa 
VCburJday ; and fp good night my dears, and 
love Prejloy and be healthy, and Prejlo will 
be fo too, &c. 

Cut off thefe notes handfomcly, d ye hear, 
firrahs, and give Mr$. Brent hers, and keep 
yours till you fee Parvifol^ and then make 
Vp the letter to him^ and fend it him by the 
firft opportunity, and io God AlnGughty blefs 
you both, here and ever, and poor Prejlo. 

What, I warrant you thought at firfi: that 
thcfe laft lines were another letter. 

Dingley, Pray pay Stella fix Fiihes, and 
place them to the account of your hum- 
ble fervant, Prejlo. 

c Stella^ 
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Stella, Pray pay Dinghy fix Fiffies, and 
place them to the account of your hum- 
hie fervant, Prejio. 

There's Bills of Exchange for you. 

LETTER XV. 

London, Jan. 31, 1710-11. 

X AM to fend you my fourteenth to-mor-t 
row, but my head having fomc little difor- 
dcrs, confounds all my journals. I was early 
this morning with Mr. fecretary St. John 
about fbmc bufinefs, fo I could not fcrib- 
ble my morning lines to MD. They arc 
here intending to tax all little printed penny 
papers a half penny every half-ftieet, which 
will utterly ruin Grubjlreety and I am en- 
deavouring to prevent it. Befides, I was 
forwarding an impeachment againil a certain 
great perfon ; that was two of my bufinefles 
with the fecretary, were they not worthy 
ones ? It was Ford's Birth-day, and I re- 
fufed the fecretary and dined with Ford. We 
are here in as fmart a froft for the time as I 
have feen; delicate walking weather, and 
the Canal and Rofamonds Pond full of the 
rabble Hiding and with fkates, if you know 

wha| 
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tvbat thofe are. Patrick's bird's water freezes 
in the gally-pot, and my hands in bed. 

Feb. I. I was this morning with poor 
lady Kerry ^ who is much worfe in her head 
than I. She fends me bottles of her bitter, 
and we are fo fond of one another, becaufe 
our ailments are the fame -, don't you know 
that, Madam Stella ? Han't I feen you con- 
ning ailments with Joes wife *, and fbme 
others, firrah ? I walkt into the city to 
dine, becaufe of the walk, for we muft take 
care of Prejios health you know, becaufe 
of poor little MD. But I walkt plaguy 
carefully, for fear of Hiding againft my will; 
but I am very bufy. 

2. This morning Mr. Ford came to me 
to walk into the city, where he had bufi- 
nefs, and then to buy books at Batemans ; 
and I laid out one pound five fhillings for a 
Strabo and Arijiophancsy and I have now got 
books enough to make me another flielf, 
and I will have more, or it fliall coft me a 
fall ; and fo as we came back, we drank a 
flaflc of right French wine at Ben T!ookes 
chamber \ and when I had got home, Mrs. 
Vanhomrigb fent me word her eldeft daiigh- 

* Mrs. Beaumont. 
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ter was taken" fuddcnly very ill, and defirca 
I would come and fee hers I went, and 
found it was a filly trick of Mrs. Armjirong^ 
lady Lucf^ fiftcr, who, with Moll Stanhope^ 
was vifiting thert: however I rattled off 
the daughter. 

3. To-day I went and dined at lady 
LucfSy where you know I have not been 
this long time ; they are plaguy JVhigs^ cfptf- 
cially the fifter Armjlrong, the moft infup- 
portable of all women pretending to wit, 
without any taftc. She was running down 
the lad Examiner, the prettieft I had read, 
with a character of the prefent miniftty. — 
1 left them at five, and came home. But I 
forgot to tell you, that this morning my 
coufin, Dryden Leach the printer, came to 
me with a heavy complaint, that Harri- 
Jon* the new Tafler had turned him offi 
and taken the laft Tatlers printers again. 
He vowed revenge ; I anfwered gravely, and 
fo he left me, and I have ordered Patrick to 
deny roe to him from henceforth : and at 
night comes a letter from Harrifon^ telling 
me the fame thing, and excufed his doing 
it without my notice, becaufe he would bear 

* See an account of this gentleman in DodfUfs Col- 
ledion^ No. 76. 

all 
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all the blame ; and in his Tatler of this day 
be tells you the ftory, how he has taken his 
old officers^ and there is a mod humble 
letter from Morphew and Lilly to beg his 
pardon, 6fc. And laftly, this morning Ford 
fent me two letters from the Coffee-boufe 
(where I hardly ever go) one from the arch- 
bifliop of Dublin^ and t'other from ■ 
Who do you think t'other was from ? 
I'll tell you, becaufe you are friends ; why 
then it was, faith it was from my own dear 
little MD^ N. lo. Oh, but won't anfwcr 
it now, no, noooooh, I'll keep it between 
the two (heets ; here it is^ juft under; oh, 
I lifted up the ifheet and faw it there : lie 
ftill, you (han't be anfwered yet, little let- 
ter; for I muft go to bed, and take care of 
my head. 

4. I avoid going to church yet, for fear 
of my head, though it has been much bet- 
ter thefe lafl: five or fix days, (ince I have 
taken lady Kerrys bitter. Our froft holds 
like a dragon. I went to Mr. Addifon\ 
and dined with him at his lodgings ; I had 
not feen him thefe three weeks, we are 
grown common acquaintance ; yet what 
have not I done for his friend Steele ? Mr. 
Harley reproached me the laft time I faw 

him. 
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iilm, that to plcafe me he would be rccoii- 
ciled to Steele^ and had promifcd and ap- 
pointed to fee him, and that Steele never 
came. Harrijon^ whom Mr. Addifon recom- 
mended to me, I have introduced to the fc- 
cretary of flatc, who has promifed me to 
take care of him ; and I have reprcfentcd 
Addifon himfelf fo to the miniftry, that they 
think and talk in his favour, though they 

hated him before. Welb he is now in 

my debt, and there's an end ; and I never 
had the leaft obligation to him, and there's 
another end. This evening I had a meflagc 
from Mr. Harley^ defiring to know whether 
I was alive, and that I would dine with him 
to-morrow. They dine fo late, that fincc 
my head has been wrong I have avoided 
being with them. — Patrick has been out 
of favour thefe ten days; I talk dry and 
crofs to him, and have called him Friend 
three or four times. But, firrahs, get you 
gone. 

5. Morning. I arn going this morning 
to fee Prior, who dines with me at Mr; 
Harleys ; fo I can't ftay fiddling and talking 
with dear little brats in a morning, and 'tis 
ftiil terribly cold. — I wifli my cold hand 
was in the warmed place ubout you, young 

women, 
6 
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Women, I'd give ten guineas upon that ac- 
krount with all my heart, faith ; oh, it ftarves 
my thigh j fo Til rife, and bid you good 
morrow, my ladies both, good morrow. 
Come (land aWay, let me rife : Patrick, take 
away the candle. Is there a good fire? — 
So — up a-dazy. — At night. Mr. HayJey did 
hot fit down till fix, and I ftaid till eleven ; 
henceforth I Will thufe to vifit him in the 
evenings, and dine with him no more if I 
can help it. It breaks all my meafures, 
and hurts my health y my head is diforderly, 
but not ill, and I hope it will mend. 

6. Here has been fuch a hurry with the 
^eens Birth-dayy fo much fine cloaths, 
and the Court fo crowded that I did not go 
there. All the froft is gone. It thawed on 
Sunday^ and fo continues, yet ice is dill on 
the Canal (I did not mean that o£ Laracor, 
hut St. James's Pari J and boys Aiding on it. 
Mr. For J preffed me to dine with him in his 
chamber. — Did not I tell you Patrick has got 
a bird, a linnetj to carry over to Dingley ? 
Ik was very tame at firft, and 'tis now the 
wildeft I ever faw. He keeps it in a clofet, 
where it makes a terrible litter ; but I fay 
nothing : I am as tame as a clout. When 
muft we anfwer our AfD's letter ? One of 

Vol. IV. P thefc 
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thefc odd-comc-fliortlies. This is a week 06;* 
you fee, and no further yet. Mr. Harley^c&xt& 
I would dine with him again to-day i but I 
refufed him, for I fell odt with him yef* 
terday, and will not fee him again till be 
makes me amends : and fb I go to bed. 

7. I was this morning early with Mr. Lem^ 
of the ftcretary's office, and few a letter Mr* 
Jiarky had fent to him, defiring to be re-* 
concilcd ; but I was deaf to all intreaties, 
and have deiired Lews to go to him, and' 
let him know I expedt further fatisfadtioa 
If we let tHefe great miniders pretend too 
much, there will be no governing them. 
He promiles to make rae ea(y, if I will buf- 
come and fee him 5 but I won't, and he 
/ball do it by meflage, or I will caft him off. 
ril tell you the caufe of our quarrel whcn^ 
I fee you, and refer it to yourielves. Xn that 
he did fomething, which he intended fora" 
favour; and I have taken it quite otherwiic, 
dilliking both the thing and the manneri 
and it has heartily vexed me, and all I have 
faid is truth, though it looks like jejl 1 and- 
I abfolutely refufed to fubmit to his in- 
tended favour, and expedl further fatis&c-* 
tion. Mr. Ford and I dined with Mr. Lewis. 
We have a monflrous deal of ibow^ and it 
6 hai^ 
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t ms coft me two (hillings to-dav in chair 
I and coach, and walked till I was dirty be- 
^. fides. I know not what it is now to read 

|6r write after I am in bed. The laft thing 
I dd up is to write fomething to our MDf 
f.and then get into bed, and put out my can- 
I ffle, and fo go deep as faft as ever I can^ 
I But in the mornings I do write fon^etimes 
' in bed, as you know. 

8. Morning. / i>ave deftred Apronia to 
be always careful^ ejpecialfy about the legs. 
¥ny, do you fee any fuch great wit in that 
fcntence ? I muft freely own that I do not. 
But party carries every thing now-a-days, 
tod what a fplutter have I heard about the 
wit of that faying, repeated with admira- 
tion above a hundred times in half an hour. 
Pr^y read it over again this moment, and 
confidcr it. I think the word is advifed^ 
* and not defired. I fliould not have remem- 
bered it if* I had not heard it fo often. Why 
— aye— You muft know I dreamt it juft now, 
and waked with it in my mouth. Are you 
bit, or are you not, (irrahs ? I met Mr. Har- 
ley in the court of requefts, and he afkt me 
how long I had learnt the trick of writing to 
xnyfelf ? He had feen your letter through 
the glafs-cafe at the Cqffee-boufe, and would 
P 2 fwear 
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fwcar it was my hand ; and Mr. Ford^ wHo 
took and fent it me, was of the fame mind. 
I remember others have formerly faid (o^ 
too. I think I was little MD's writing- 
mafter *. — But come, what*s here to do, 
writing to young women in a morning ? I 
have other fi(h to fry ; fo good morrow, my 
ladies all, good morrow. Perhaps I'll an- 
fwer your letter to-night, perhaps I won't;, 
that's as faucy little Prejio takes the hu- 
mour. — At night. I walk'd in the Park to- 
day in fpight of the weather, as I do al- 
ways when it does not actually rain. Da 
you know what? It has gone and done;, 
we had a thaw for three day5, then a mon- 
ftrous dirt and fnow, and now it. freezes, 
like a pot-lid, upon our fnow. I dined with, 
lady Bttty- Germain^ the firft tim^ fince I 
came for England ; and there did I fit,, like 
a booby, till eighty looking over her and 
another lady at picquet, when I had other 
bufinefs enough to do. It was the coldcft 
day I felt this year. 

9. Morning. After I had been a- bed ani 
hour laft night, 1 was forced to rife and call 
to the landlady and maid to have the fire rc- 

♦ Stellas hand had a great deal of the aJc of- the 
doctor's ; but fhc writ more legible, and rather better. 

c moved 
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moved in a chimney below ftairs, which 
made my bed-chamber fmoke, though I had 
no fire in it. I have been twice ferved fo. 
I never lay fo miferable an hour in my life. 
. Is it not plaguy vexatious ? — It has fnowed 
all night, and rains this morning.—— 
Come, where's MD's letter ? Come, Mrs. 
Letter, make your appearance. Here am I, 
fays (he, anfwer me to my face. — Oh, faith, 
I am forry you had my twelfth fo foon ; I 
doubt you will ftay longer for the reft. I'm 
fo 'fraid you have got my fourteenth while 
I am writing this ; and I would always 
have one letter from Prejio reading, one 
travelling, and one writing. As for the 
box, I now believe it loft. It is directed 
for Mr. Curry at his houfe in Capel-Jireet^ 
&€• I had a letter yefterday from Dr. Ray^ 
mond in Cbejler, who fays, he fent his man 
every where, and cannot find it ; and God 
knows whether Mr. Smyth will have better 
fUfccefs. Sterne fpoke to him, and I writ to 
him with the bottle of palfy- water 5 that 
bottle, I hope, will not mifcarry : 1 long to 
bear you have it. Oh, faith, you have too 
good an opinion of Prejio's care. I am neg- 
ligent enough of every thing but MD^ and 
I j(hould not have trufted Sterne.^-^But k 
P 3 ftiall 



( 214 ) 

fhall not go fo : I will have one more ti|g 
for it. — As to what you fay of goodmaij 
Peajly and Ifaac^ I anfwcr as I did before. 
Fye, child, you muft not give yourielf the 
way to believe any fuch thing : and after- 
wards, only for curiofity, you may tell me 
how thofe things are approved, and how 
you like them ; ^ and whether they ioftrud 
you in the prefent courfe of af&irs, and 
whether they are printed in your town, or 
only fent from hehce. — Sir Andrew Fountain 
is recovered; fo take your forrow again, 
but don't keep it, fling it to the dogs. And 
does little MD walk, indeed ? — I'm glad of 
it at heart. — Yes, we have done with the 
plague here : it was very faucy in you to 
pretend to have it before your betters. Your 
intelligence that the (lory is falfe about 
the officers forced to fell, is admirable. You 
may fee them all three here every day, na 
more in the army than you. Twelve fliiU 
lings for mending the ftrong box ; that if, 
for putting a farthing's worth of iron on a 
hinge, and gilding it ; give him fix (hillings, 
and ril pay it, and never employ him or his 
again. — No — indeed, I put off preaching as 
ynuch as I can. I am upon another foot : 
po-body doubts J^ere whether I can preacbt 

and 
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^nd you are fools. — The account you give 
.of that weekly paper -^ agrees with us here. 
Mr. Prior was like to be infultcd in the ftreet 
for being fuppofed the author of it j but one 
,of the laft papers cleared bim. No-body 
Jcnows who it is, but thofe few in the fecret, 
I fuppofe the miniftry and the printer. — 
Poor Stella's eyes, God blefs them, and fend 
4hem better. Pray fpare them, and write not 
above two lines a day in broad day-light. 
How does Ste/Za look, madam Dingley? 
Pretty well ; a handfome young woman ftill. 
Will (he pafs in a crowd ? Will /he make a 
^gurc in a country church ? — Stay a little, 
fair ladies. I this minute fent Patrick to 
Sterne : he brings back word that your box 
is very fafe with one Mr. Earl's lifter in 
Cbejier^ and that colonel Edgworth's widow 
goes for Ireland on Monday next, and will 
receive the box at Cbejler^ and deliver it you 
fafe : fo there is fome hopes now. — Well, 

Jet us go on to your letter. The warrant 

is paffed for the Fir^- Fruits. The queea 
does not fend a letter ; but a patent will be 
jdrawn here, and that will take up time. Mr. 
flfirley of late has faid nothing oi prefent- 

• The Examiner. 
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ing me to the queen : — I was overfcen when 
I mentioned it to you. He has fuch a weight 
of affairs on hiro, that he cannot mind all ; 
but he talk'd of it three or four times to mc, 
long before I dropt it to you. What, is not 
Mrs. fFal/s' bufinefs over yet ? I had hopes 
ihe was up and well, and the child dead 
before this time. — You did right, at laft, 
to fend me your accounts ; but I did not ftay 
for them, I thank you. I hope you have 
your bill fent in my laft, and there will be 
eight pounds intereft foon due froni. Hawk- 
fidw I pray look at his bond. 1 hope you 
are good managers, and that when I fay fo, 
Stella won't think I intend (he fliould grudge 
herfelf wine. But going to thofe expenfive 
lodgings requires fome fund^ I wifli you 
had ftaid till I came over, for fome reafons. 
That Frenchwoman will be grumbling again 
in a little time, and if you are invited any 
where to the country, it will vex you to pay 
in abfence ; and the country may be neceffary 
for poor Stellas health : but do as you like, 
and don't blame Prejio. — Oh, but you are 
telling your reafons. — Well, I have read 
them; do as you pleafe. — Yes, Raymond 
f.iys, he muft ftay longer than he thought, 

becaufe he cannot fettle his affairs. M 
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is in the country at fome friend's, comes tq 
town in Spring, and then goes to fettle in 
Herefordjlme. Her hulband is a furly ill- 
natured brute, and cares not (he fliould fee 
any body. O Lord, fee how I blundered, 
and left two lines ftiort ; it was that ugly 
fcore in the paper * that made me miftake. 
— — I believe you lie about the (lory of the 
fire, only to make it more odd. Bernage 
muft go to Spairiy and I will fee to recom- 
mend him to the duke of Argyle, his gener 
ral, when I fee the duke next: but the 
officers tell me it would be difhonourablc in 
the laft degree for him to fell now, and he 
would never be preferred in the army ; fo 
that unlefs he defigns to leave it for good and 
all, he muft go. Tell him fo, and that I 
would write if I knew where to dire<3: to 
him; which I have faid four-fcore times 
already. I had rather any thing almoft than 
that you (hould ftrain yourfelves to fend a 
letter when it is inconvenient; we have 
fettled that matter already. I'll write when 
I can, and fp fliall MD ; and upon occa- 
fions extraordinary I will write, though it 

♦ A crcafc in the fhcct 
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he a Kne ; and when wc have not Icttew 
foon, we agree that ill things are well ; and 
fo that's fettled for ever, and fo hold your 
tongue* — Well, you fliall have your pinsj 
but for candles ends, I cannot promife, be- 
caufe I burn them to the (lumps ; befides, 
I renicmber what Stella told Dinghy about 
them many years ago, and (he msy think 
the fame thing of me. — And Dingley (hall 
have her hinged fpeftacle^. — Poor dear SteU 
la^ how durft you write tho(e two lines by 
candle-light; bang your bones. Faith, this 
letter (hall go to--morrow, I think, and that 
>vill be in teo^fcy^ frpm thelaft, young wo- 
men; that'll top (bpn of all confciencc: but 
anfwering yours has filled it up fo quick, 
and I don't de(ign to ufe you to three pages 
^n folio, no nooooh. All thi^ is one morn- 
ing's work in bed ; — and fo* good morrow, 
little (irrahs ; that's for the rhyme -f-. You 
want politicks : faith, I can't think of any ; 
but may be at night I may tell you a paf- 
fage. Come, (it off the bed, and let me 
xife, will you ? — At night. I dined to-day 

t In the original it was, good mollows^ Utile fcllahsn 
But in thefe words, and many others, he writes con- 
ilantly // for rr. 

with 
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with roy neighbour Vanbomrigb ; it was fiidj 
difmal weather \ could not ftir further. I 
have had fome tbreatenings with my head, 
but no fits. I ftill drink Pr. Radcliff'es bit- 
ter, and will continue it. 

10. I was this morning to fee the fecrc- 
tary of ftate, and have engaged him to give 
a memorial from me to the duke of Argybf 
in behalf of Bernage. The duke is a maa 
that diftinguiflics people of merit, and I will 
fpeak to him myfelf ; but the fccretary back- 
ihg it will be very efFeftual, and I will take 
pare to have it done to purpofe. Pray tell 
Bernage fo, and that I think nothing can be 
Juckier for hinj, and that I would have him 
go by all means. I will order it that the 
duke (hall fend for him when they are in 
Spain ; or, if he fails, that he (hall receive 
him kindly when he goes to wait on him. 
pan I do more ? Is not this a great deal ? 
— I now fend away this letter, that you may 
not ftay. — I dined with F^r^ upon his Operas- 
day y and am now come home, and am going 
to ftudy ; don't you prefume to guefs, fir* 
rahs, impi|dent faucy dear boxes. Towards 
the end of a letter I could not fay faucy 
boxes without putting dear between. En't 

that 
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that right now ? Farcweh This (hould bt 
longer, but that / fend it to-night *. 

O filly, filly loggerhead ! 

I fend a letter this poft to one Mr. Staun- 
ton J and I direft it to Mv.ASions in St. Mi-- 
chaeVs-Lane. He formerly lodged there, 
but he has not told me where to diredl. 
Pray fend to tha't ABon^ whether the letter 
is come there, and whether he has fent it to 
Staunton. 

If Bernage defigns to fell his commiflaon 
and flay at home, pray let him tell me fo, 
that my recommendation to the duke of 
Argyk may not be in vain. 

• Thofc letters which arc in Italichy !n the original 
are of a monftrous fize, which occafioncd his csdling 
himfelf a loggerhead. 
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LETTER XVi. 

London, Feb, lO, 1710-11. 

HAVE juft difpatched my fifteenth to 
the poft ; I tell you how things will be, af- 
ter I have got a letter from MD. I am in 
furious hafte to fini(h mine, for fear of hav*^ 
ing two ofMD's to anfwer in one of PreJlo%^ 
which would be fuch a difgrace, never faw 
the like; but before you write to me I write 
at my leifure> like a gentleman, a little every 
day, juft to let you know how matters go, 
and fb and io ; and I hope before this comes 
to you, you'll have got your box and cho- 
colate, and Frejio will take more care an- 
other time. 

II. Morning. I muft rife and go fee my 
lord keeper, whkh will coft me two ftiil- 
lings in coach-hire. Don't you call them 
two thirteens ? * — At night. It has rained 
all day, and there was no walking. I read 
prayers to Sir Andrew Fountain in the fore- 
noon, and I dined with three Irijhmen, at 
one Mr. Copes Ipdgingsi the other two 
were one Morris an archdeacon, and Mr*. 

* A (hilling paflcs for thirteen pence in hiknd. 
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Ford. When I came home this evening, t 
cxpeded that little jackanapes Harrifin 
would have come to get help about his 7^//- 
ler for ^uefday : I have fixed two evenings 
in the week which I alfow him to come. 
The toad never came, and I cxpediiftg him 
fell a readings and left off 6ther bufinefs. — 
Come, what are you doing ? How do you 
pafs your time this ugly weather ? Gaming 
and drinking, I fuppofe : fine diverfions for 
young ladies, truly. I wi(h yon had fome 
of our Sevi/k onngcs, and we fbme of your 
wine. We have the fincfl oranges for two- 
pence apiece^ aad the bafeft wine for fix 
ihillings a bottle. They tell mc wine grow^ 
cheap with you. I am refolved to have 
half a hogfhead when I get to Ireland, if 
h be good and cheap, as it ufed to be ; and 
111 treat MD at my table in an evening, oh' 
koa, and laugh at great anniflers of ftate. 
12. The days are grown fine and long; 

^ be thanked. O faith, you forget al! 

6ar Uttle fayings, and I am angry. I dined 
tb-day with Mr. fecretary Sf. Ja/jn : I weiit 
to the court of requefls at noon," and fenC 
Mr. Harley into the hbufe to call the fecre-* 
tary, to let him know I would not dine with 
him if he dined late. By good luck the 

duke 
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duke of Argyle was at the lobby of tlic 
houfe too, and I kept him in talk till tho 
fecretary came out, then told them I was 
glad to meet them together, and that I had 
a requeft to the duke which the fecretary 
muft fecond, and his grace muft grant. The 
duke faid, he was fure it was fomcthing 
infignificant, and wiftied it was ten times 
greater. At the fccretary's houfe I writ a 
memorial, and gave it the fecretary to give 
the duke, and fliall fee that he does it. It is, 
that his grace will pleafe to take Mr- Ber-- 
nage into his proteftion i and if he finds 
Bernage anfwers my character, to give him^ 
all encouragement. Colonel MaJIoam and co- 
lonel Hill (Mrs- Majhams brother) tell me 
my requeft is reafonable, and they will fe- 
cond it heartily to the duke too : fo 1 reckon 
Bernage is on a very good foot when he goes' 
to Spain. Pi ay tell him this, tliough per- 
haps I will write to him before he goes ; yet 
where fliall 1 diredt ? for I fuppofe he has- 
left Conolly^. 

13. I have left off lady Kerry s bitter, and 
got another box of pills. I have no fits of 
giddinefs, but only fome little diforders to- 
wards it ; and I walk as much as I can. 
Lady Kerry is juft as 1 am, only a great deal 

worfe ; 
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worfe : I dined to-day at lord Sbelburn%^ 
where (lie is, and we conn ailments, which 
makes us very fond of each other. I have 
taken Mr. Harley into favour again, and 
called to fee him, but he was not within; I 
will ufe to vifit him after dinner, for he 
dines too late for my head : then I went 
to vifit poor Congreve^ who is juft getting 
out of a fevere fit of the gout, and I fat 
with him till near nine o'clock. He give 
rtie a Tatler he had. written out, as blind 
as he is, for little Harrifon. *Tis about a 
fcoundrel that was grown rich, and went 
and bought a Coat of Arms at the Herald's, 
and a fet of anceftors at Fleet-ditch \ 'tis 
well enough, and (hall be printed in twd 
or three days, and if you read thofekindof 
things, this will divert you. *Tis now be- 
tween ten and eleven, and I am going to 
bed. 

14. This was Mrs. Fanhomrigb's daugh- 
ter's Birth'day^ and Mr. Ford and 1 were in- 
vited to dinner to keep it, and we fpent thd 
evening .there drinking punch. That was 
our way of beginning Lenti and in the 
morning lord Shelburrij lady Kerry, Mrs. 
Fratt and 1 went to Hyde-park^ inftead of 
going to church ; for till my head is a little 

fettled. 
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fctdcd, I think it better not to go ; it would 
be fo filly and troublefome to go out fick. 
Dr- Duke died fuddenly two or three nights 
ago ; he was one of the Wits when we were 
children, but turned parfon, and left it^ 
and never writ further than a prologue or 
recommendatory copy of verfes. He had a 
fin;^ living given him by the bifliop of Win- 
•chefter zhout three months ago; he got his 
living fuddenly, and he got his dying fo too. 

15. I walked purely to-day about the 
Parky the rain being juft over, of which 
we have had a great deal, mixt with little 
fhort frofts. I went to the court of re- 
quefts, thinking if Mr. Hariey dined early, 
to go with him. But meeting Leigh and 
Sterne^ they invited me to dine with them, 
and away we went. When we got into 

his room, one H-^ , a wortlilefs InJIj^cU 

low," was tliere ready to dine with us, fo I 
ftept out and whifpered them, that I would 
not diile with that fellow; they made cx- 
cufcs, and begged me to li^y, but a\vay I 
went to Mr. IJarleys, and he did not di;.e at 
home, and at lalt 1 dined at Sir Job n Get- 
wainSj and found lady P.ctiy but jull rc- 
covcrctl oi a mifcarriage. I am writing an 
iiilcripti'^n for lord VcrL'Lf'S tjiiib: you 

Vol. IV. i}J know 
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know the young rake his fon, the new carl, 
is married to the duke oi Richmond's daugh- 
ter, at the duke's country houfe^ and arc 
now coming to town. She'll be fluxed in 
two months, and they'll be parted in a year. 
You ladies are brave, bold, venterfome folks; 
and the chit is but feventeen, and is ill- 
natured, covetous, vicious^ and proud in 
extreams. And fo get you gCMie to Stoite to- 
morrow. 

1 6. Faith this letter goes on but flow, 
'tis a week old, iind the firfl: flde not writ- 
ten* I went to-day into the city for a walk^ 
but the perfon I dcfigned to dine with was 
not at home; fo I came back, and called at 
Congreves, and dined with him and £^-^ 
courts and laughed till fix, then went to Mr. 
Har/ey's, who was not gone to dinner ; there 
I ftaid till nine, and we made up our (juar- 
rel, and he has invited me to dinner to- 
morrow, which is the day. of the week 
(Saturday) that lord keeper and fecretaiy 
St. John dine with him privately, and at laft 
they have confented to let me among them 
on that day. Atterbury and Frior went to 
bury poor Dr. Duke. Congreves nafty white 
wine has given me the heart-burn. 

17. 1 
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i/- I took fomfe good walks in the Pari 
to-day, and then went to Mr. Harley. Lord 
. Rivers was got there before me, and I chid 
nim for prefumirig to come on a day when 
only lord keeper arid the fecrfetai-y and I 
were to fee there ; but he regarded me not ; 
fo we all dined together, and fet down at 
four; and the fecrctary has Invited me i6 
dine with hini to^morfow. I told them I 
had no hopes they could ever keep in, biijt 
that I faw they loved one another fo . well, 
US indeed they fecm to do. They call mc 
iiothing but Jonathan \ and I faid, I be- 
lieved they would leaVe me Jonathan as they 
found me; and that I never knew a miniftry 
do any thing for thofe whom they make 
fcoihpaniofas of their pleafures ; and I believe 
^ou will find it fo ; but I care not. I am 
iipon a projedt of getting- five hundred 
.|)Ounds, without being obliged to any body; 
but that is a fecret, till 1 fee my deareft 
MD\ and fo hold your tongue, arid don't 
talki firrahs, for I am now about it. 

18. My head has no fits, bat a little dif- 
brdered before dinner; yet I walk ftoutly, 
aiid take pills, and hope to mend. Secretary 
St. John would needs have me dine with 
him to-day, and there I found three perfons 
0^2 ' I never 
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I never fatv, two I had no acquaintance with, 
and one I did not care for : fo I left them 
early and came home, it being no day to 
walk, but fcurvy rain and wind. The fe- 
cretary tells me he has put a cheat on me; 
for lord Peterborow fcnt him twelve dozen 
flafks oi Bur gundy y on condition that I (hould 
have my (hare -, but. he never was quiet till 
they were all gone, fo I reckon he owes mc 
thirty-fix pound. Lord Peterborow is now 
got to Vienna^ and I muft write to him to- 
morrow. I begin now to be towards look- 
ing for a letter from fome certain ladies of 
PreJlo% acquaintance, that live at St. MarySj 
and are called in a certain language our little 
MD. No, ftay, I don't expeft one thefe fix 
days, that will be juft three weeks; an't I a 
reafonable creature ? We are plagued here 
with an OBober Clubj that is, a fet of above 
a hundred parliament-men of the country, 
who drink OtUber beer at home, and meet 
every evening at a tavern near the parlia- 
ment, to confult affairs, and drive things on 
to extreams againft the Whigs^ to call the 
old miniftry to account, and get off five or 
fix heads. The miniftry feem not to re- 
gard them, yet one of them in confidence 
told me, that there muft be fomething 

thought 
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thought on to fettle things better. FU tell 
. you one great ftate fecret ; .The queen, fen- 
iible how much (he was governed by the 
Jate miniftry, runs a little into t'other ex- 
tr^am, and is jealous in that point, even of 
thofe who got her out of the others hands. 
The miniftry is for gentler meafures, ani 
the other Tories for more violent. Lord i?/- 
N 'uersy talking to me the other day, curfed the 
paper called The Examiifier, for fpeaking 
civilly of the duke oi Marlborough -, this I 
happened to talk of to the fecretary, who 
blamed the warmth of that lord and fome 
others, and fwore, that if their advice were 
followed, they vvoiild he blown up in 
twenty-four hours. And I have realbn to 
think, that they will endeavour to prevail 
on the queen to put her affairs more in the 
hands of a miniftry than (he does at pre- 
fent; and there are, I believe, two men 
thought on, one of them you have often 
met the name of in my letters. But fo muih 
for politicks. 

19. This proved a terribk rainy day, which 
prevented my walk into the city, and I was 
only able to run and dine with my neigh- 
bour Vanhomrighj where Sir Andrcio Foun- 
tain dined top, who has juft began to 01 ly 

Q^ 3 ^^^' 
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#ut, and has (hip? his mother and fiftcr, wh^ 
were his nurfes, back to the country. This 
evening was fair, and I vvalkt a little <n the 
Pari, till Prior made me go with him to 
the Smyrna Coffee-bouje, where I fat a while, 
and faw four or five Irijh perfons, who arc 
very handfome genteel fellows, but I know 
not their names. I came away at feven, and 
got home. Two days ago I writ to Bernage^ 
and told him what I had done, and dircdecj 
the letter tq Mr. Curry's to be left with Ding- 
ley . Brigadiers H/Y/ and Majham^ brother 
and huflband to Mrs. Majham^ ttie queen's fa* 
vourite, colonel Difney and t have recom- 
mended Bernage to the duke o^Argylei and 
fecretary St, John has given the duke my 
memorial ; and befides, Hill tells me, tha^ 
Bernage's colonel. Fielding, defigns to make 
him his captain-lieutenant: but I believe I 
faid this to you before, and in this letter* 
but I will not look. 

20. Morning. I( fnows terribly again, 
and 'tis miftakcn, for I now want a little 
good weather ; I bid you good morrow, an4 
if it clear up, get yOu gone to poor Mrs. 
Walls, who has had a hard time of it, but 
is now pretty well again j I am forry it is a 
girl ; the poor archdeacon too, fee how fim- 

2 ply 
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ply he lookt when they told him : what 
did it coft Stella to be goffip ? Til rife, fo 
d ye hear, let me fee you at nighty and don't 
ftay late out, and catch cold, firrahs. — At 
night. It grew good weather, and I got a 
good walk, and dined with Ford upon his 
Opera-day ; but now all his wine is gone, 
I (hall dine with him no more. I hope to 
fend this letter before 1 hear from MDy me- 
thinks there's — fomething great in doing 
fo, only I can't exprefs where it lies ; and 
faith this (hall go by Saturday^ as fure as 
you're a rogue. Mrs. Edgwortb was to fe-t 
out but laft Monday^ fo you won't have your 
box fo fbon perhaps as this letter ; but Sterne 
told me iince, that it is fafe at Cbejier^ and 
that (be will take care of it. I'd give a 
guinea you had it. 

21. Morning, Faith I hope it will be 
fair for me to walk into the city, for I take 
all occafions of walking. — I (hould be plaguy 
bufy at Ijaracor if I were there now, cut- 
ting down willows, planting others, fcour- 
ing my canal, and every kind of thing. If 
Raymond goes over this fummer, you muft 
fubmir, and make them a vi(it, that we may 
have another eel and trout fifhing ; and that 
Stella may -ride by and fee Prejfo in his 
Q^ morning^ 
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niorning-gown in the garden, and fo go up. 
with "Joe to the Hill of Bree^ and round by 
Scurlock's Towfi ; O Lord, how I remember 
names; faith it gives me fliort fighs : there- 
fore no more of that if you love me. Good 
morrow, I'll go rife like a gentleman, my 
pills fay I muft.— : — At night. Lady Kerry 
fent to defire me to engage fome lords about 
an affair fhe has in their houfe here : I called 
to fee her, but found (he had already en- 
gaged every lord I knew, and that there was 
lio great difficulty in the matter, and it 
rained like a dog ; fo 1 took coach, for want 
of better exercife, and dined privately with 
a hang-dog in the city, and walkt back in 
the evening. The days are now long enough 
to walk in the Park after dinner; and fo I 
do whenever it is fair. This walking is a 
flrange remedy ; Mr. Prior walks to make 
himfelf fat, and I to bring myfelf down; 
he has generally a cough, which he only 
calls a cold: we often round the Park to- 
gether. So ril go fleep. 

2 2. It fnowed all this morning prodigi- 
on fly, and was fome inches thick in three 
or four hours. I dined with Mr. Lewis of 
the fccretary's office at his lodgings : the 
chairmen that carried me fqueezed a great 

fellow 
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ffellow againft a wall, who wifely turned his 
Ijack, and broke one of the fide glafles ia 
a thoufand pieces. I felj a fcolding, pre- 
tended I was like to be cut to pieces, an4 
made them fet down the chair in the Park^ 
while they pickt out the bits of glafles^ 
and whep I paid them, I quarrelled ftill, fa 
they dared not grumble, and I came pfF for 
my fare; but 1 was plaguily afraid they 
would have faid, God blefs your honour, 
won't ypu give us fon^ething.for our glafs? 
Lewis and I were forming a projeft how I 
might get three or four hundred pounds, 
which I fuppofe may come, to nothing. I 
hope Smyth has brought you your paliy 
drops; how does Stella d^o ? I begin more 
and more to defire to know. The three 
weeks fince I had your laft is over within 
two days, and Til allow three for accidents. 
23. The fnow is gone every bit, except 
the remainder of fome great balls made by 
the boys. Mr. Sterne was with me this 
morning about an affair he has before the 
treafury. That drab Mrs. Edgworth is not 
yet fet out, but will infallibly next Monday^ 
and this is the third infallible Monday^ and 
pox take her ! So you will have this letter 
firft; and this (hall go to-piorrow; and iff 

have 
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have one from MD in that time, I will not 
anfwer it till my next ; only I will fay. 
Madam, I received your letter, and {o^ and 
io. I dined to-day with my miftrefs Butler, 
who grows very difagreeable. 

24. Morning. This letter certainly goes 
this evening, fure as you're alive, young 
women, and then you'll be fo fhamed that 
I have had none from you ; and if I was to 
reckon like you, I would fay, I were fix 
letters before you, for this is N. 1 6. and I 
have had your iV. lo. But I Feckon you 
have received but fourteen and have lent 
eleven. I think to go to day a miniiler-of- 
ftate-hunting in the court of requefts 5 for I 
have fomething to fay to Mr. Harley. And 
'tis fine cold funfhiny weather ; I wiih dear 
MD would walk this moraiog in your Ste^ 
fbens'Green : 'tis as good as our Park^ but 
not (b large *. Faith this Summer we'll take 
a coach for fix-pence -f* to the Green- WeU^ 
the two walks, and thence all the way to 
Stoite's §. My hearty fervice to goody Stoite 

* It is a meafured mile round the outer wall \ and far 
beyond any the finefl Square in London. 

t The common fare for a fet-down in Dublin. 

§ Mrs. Stoite lived at Donnyhrook^ the road €0 which 
from Stephen' S'Green ran into the country about a mile 
from the Sotuh-Eajl corner. 

and 
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and Catherine^ and I hope Mrs. Walls had 
a good time. How inconftant I am? I 
can't imagine I was ever in love with her. 
Well, I'm going; what have you to fay? 
/ don't care how I write now %. I don't de- 
fign to write on this fidej thefe few lines arc 
but fo much more than your due, fo I'll 
^rite large or fmall as I pleafe. Oh, faith, 
my hands are ftarving in bed ; I believe it is 
a hard froft. I muft rife, and bid you good 
bye, for I'll feal this letter immediately, and 
carry it in my pocket, and put it into the 
poft-qfiice with my own fair hands, jpare- 
wel. 

This letter is juft a fortnight's journal to- 
day. Yes, and fo it is, I'm fure, fays you, 
with your two eggs a penny. 

There, Them There 1|. 

Q Lord, 1 aion&ying T^bere^ ^bere^ to my- 
felf in all our little keys : and now you talk 
of keys, that dog Patrick broke the key ge- 
neral of the cheft of drawers with fix locks, 
and I have been fo plagued to get a new 
pne, befidcs my good two (hillings. 

\ Thofe words in Italicki arc written in a very large 
hand, and fo is fhe word in one of the next lines. 

I In his Cypher way of writing to Stella^ he writes 
the word There ^ Lite, 
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LETTER XVII. 

London, Feb, 24, ijio-li, 

low, young women, I gave in my fix- 
lecnth this evening. I dined with Ford^ 
it was his Opera- Jay as ufual ; it is very con- 
venient to me to do fo, for coming home 
early after a walk in the Pari, which ^now 
the days will allow. I called on the fe- 
cretary at his office, and he had forgot to 
give the memorial about Bernage to the 
dukeof yfrgy/?; but two days ago I met the 
duke, who defired I would give it him my- 
felf, which (hould have more power with 
him than all the miniftry together, as he 
protefted folemnly, repeated it two or three 
times, and bid me count upon it. So that 
I verily believe Bernage will be in a very 
good way to eftablifli himfelf. I think I 
can do no more for him at prefent, and 
there's an end of that ; and fo get you gone 
to bed, for it is late. 

25. The three weeks are out yefterday 
lince I had your laft, and fo now I will be 
cxpeding every day a pretty dear letter from, 
my own MD, and hope to hear that Stella 
has been much better in her head and eyes; 

my 
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my head continues as it was, no fits, but 
a little diforder every day, which I can eafily 
bear, if it will not grow worfe. I dined 
to-day with Mr. fecretary St. Jobn, on con- 
dition I might chufe my company, which 
were lord Rivers, lord Cartefety Sir Jhomas 
Man/el, and Mr. Lewis; I invited Majham^ 
Hilly Sir ^ohn Stanley , and George Granville j 
but they were engaged ; and I did it in re- 
venge of his having fuch bad company when 
I dined with him before ; fo we laughed, Gfr. 
And 1 ventured to go to church to-day, 
which I have not done this month before. 
Can you fend me fuch a good account of 
Stellas health, pray now '? Yes, I hope, and 
better too. We dined (fays you) at the 
dean's, and played at cards till twelve, and 
there came in Mr. French, and Dr. Trj- 
vorsy and Dr. Whittingbam, and Mr. (I 
forget his name, that I always tell Mrs. 
Walls of) the banker's fon, a pox on him. 
And we were fo merry ; I vow they are pure 
good company. But I loft a crown; for 
you muft know I had always hands tempting 
me to go out, but never took in any thing, 
and often two black aces without a manilio ; 
was not that hard, Ptrjlo? Hold your 
tongue, £sfc. 

26. I 



26. I was this morning with Mr. Cdcn^ 
tary about fome bufinefs^ and he tells me; 
that cploncl Fielding is now going to make 
Bemage his captain-lieutenant, that is, a 
captain by commiffioriy and the perquifites 
of the company, but not eaptaiii's pajr, only 
the firft ftep to it. I fuppofe he will lilce 
it> and the recommendation to the duke of 
Argyle goes on* And fo trouble me no more 
about your Bernage ; the jackanapes under- 
ftands what faif folicitors he has got^ I war- 
rant you. ^iv Andrew Fountain and I dined, 
by invitation, with Mrs. Vanhomrigb. You 
fay they are of no confequencc : why, they 
keep as good female company as I do male ; 
I fee all the drabs of quality at this end of 
the town with them ; 1 faw two lady Bettys 
there this afternoon, the beauty of one, the 
good breeding and nature of t'other, and the 
wit of neither *, would have made a fine 
woman. Rare walking in the Park now : 
why don't you walk in the Green of St. Ste^ 
phen ? The walks there are finer gravelled 
than the Mall. What beads the Iri/h 4pvo^ 
men are, never to walk ! 

♦ I, e, without the wit of cither.' 

47. bar- 
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27. Dartineuf and I and little HarrifoHf 
the new Toiler J and Jervas the painter, dined 
to-day with JameSy 1 know not his other 
name, but it is one of Dartineuf'^ dining 
places, who is a true epicure, James is clerk 
of the kitchen to the queen, and has a litde 
fnug houfe at St. James's^ and we had the 
queen*s wine, and fuch very fine viduals, 
that I could not eat it-f. — Three week^ and 
three days fince my laft letter from MD^ 
rare doings : why truly we were fo bufy 
with poor Mrs. Walls ^ that indeed, Prejio^ 
we could not write, we were afraid the poor 
woman would have died; and it pitied us 
to fee the archdeacon, how concerned he 
was. The dean never came to fee her but 
once ; but now fhe is up again, and we go 
and lit with her in the evenings. The child 
died the next day after it was born, and I 
/believe, between friends, (he is not very 
forry for it. — Indeed, Prejlo^ you are plaguy 
filly to^niglit, and han't gueft one word 
right ; for fhe and the child are both well, 

t There feems to be a falfe concord in this paflage ; 
however, as the word ViSiuals is a peculiar fort of noun, 
which is never ufed in the fingular number, but, like 
food^ implies either one or more difbes, the phrafe may 
be excufed, whether Swift had any authority to back 
kirn or not. 

and 
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iand it IS a fine girl, likely to live ; and the 
dean was godfather, and Mrs. Catherine and 
I were godmothers ; I was going to fay 
Stoitey biit I think I have heard they don't 
put maids and married women together; 
though I know not \yhy I think fo, nor I 
don't care 3 what care 1 ? but I mull prate^ 

28. I walked to-day into the city for my 
health, and there dined, which I always do 
when the weather is fair, and bufinefs per^ 
mits, that I may be under a neceffity of 
taking a good walk, which is the beft thing 
I »can do at prefent for my health. Some 
bookfeller has raked up every thing I writ; 
and publiflied it t'other day in one volume; 
but I know nothing of it, 'twas v^ithout my 
knowlege or confent : it makes a four (hil- 
ling book, and is called Mifcellanies in Profe 
cndVerfe. Tooke pretends he knows nothing 
of it, but I doubt he is at the bottom. One 
muft have patience with thefe things ; the 
beft of it is, I fhall be plagued no more. 
However, Til bring a couple of them over 
with me for MD, perhaps you may defire 
to fee them. I hear they fell mightily. 

March i. Morning. I have been calling 
to Patrick to look in his Almanack for the 

day 
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^ay of the month; I did not know but it 
might be Leap-year. The Almanack fays 'tis 
the third after Leap-year^ and I always 
thought till now, that every third year was 
Leap-year. I'm glad they come fo feldoni; 
but I'm fure *twas otherwife when I was a 
young man j I fee times are mightily 
changed fince then. — Write to me, fir- 
rahs, be fure do by the time this fide is 
done, and I'll keep t'other fide for the an- 
fwer : fo I'll go write to the biftiop of Clog- 
her-, good morrow^ firrahs, •— Night. I 
dined to-day at Mrs, Vanhomrigh's^ being a 
rainy day, and lady B^//^ B«//^r knowing it, 
fent to lec me know (he expedted my com- 
pany in the evening, where the Vans (fo wc 
call them) were to be. The duchefs and 
they do not go o^rer this fummer with the 
duke ; fo I go te bed. 

2. This rainy weather undoes me in 
coaches and chairs. I was traipfing to-day 
with your Mr. Sterne^ to go along with them 
to Moor^ and recommend his bufinefs to the 
treafury. Sterne tells me his dependence is 
wholly on me s but I have abfolutely refufed 
to recommend it to Mr. Harley, becaufe I 
have troubled him lately fo much with other 
folks affairs; and befidcsi, to txU the truth. 

Vol. IV. R Mn 
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S/Ir. Harley told mc he did not like Sfem^t 
bufinefs -, however, I will ferve him, bceaufc 
I fujJpofe MD would have me. But in lay* 
ing his dependence lies wholly on me, hft 
lies, and is a fool. I dined with IcmxI Aber-- 
corn^ whofe fon Peajky will be married at 
Eajler to ten thoufand pounds. 

3, I forgot to tell you that yefterday morn- 
ing I was at Mr. Harley* % levee : he fwofe I 
came in fpight, to fee him among a parcel of 
fools. My bufinefs was to defire I might let 
the duke oiOrmond know how the afiair 
ftood of the Firfi-'Fruits. He promiied Uf 
let him know it, and engaged me to dine 
with him to-day. Every Saturday lord 
keeper, fecretary St. Jabn^ and I dine with 
him, and fometimes lord Rivers^ and they 
let in none elfc. Patrick brought mc fimie 
letters into th^Park-, among which one was 
from Wallsy and t'other, yes faith, t'other 
was from our little MD9 N. 11. I read 
the reft in the Park^ and MUs in a chair as 
I went from St. James s to Mr. Harley^ and 
glad enough I was faith to read it, and fte 
all right : Oh, but I won't anfwer it thclb 
three or four days, at leaft, or may be fooncr, 
An't I filly ? Faith your letters would make 
a dog filly, if I had a dog to be fiUy^ but ic 

nuft 



ithufl be a little dog. — I ftaid with Mr Har^ 
ley till paft nine, where wc had mtuch dif-c 
courfe together after the reft were gone ; 
And I gave him very truly my opinjdn where 
be deiired it. He complained he was not 
v6ry well, and has engaged me to dine with 
him again on Monday. So I came homA 
afoot, like a fine gentleman, to tell you all 
this. 

4* I dined to-day with Mir. feclretary St. 
yobtt ; and after dinner he had a note fronk 
Mr. Hartg^y that he was much eut of qrd^f 
pray God preferve his healthj, every thing 
depencb upon it« The Parliament at prefeat 
cannot go a ftep without him> nor the queen 
neither, i long to be in Ireland i but the 
minidry beg me to ftay : however, when 
this paHiament lurry is over^ I will endea^ 
vour to fteal away; by which time I hope 
the Firft^Fruit bufine& will be done. This 
kingdom is certainly ruined as much as was 
ever any bankrupt merchant. We muft 
have Pioeiy let it be a bad or a good one> 
though no-body dares talk of it. The nearer 
I look upon things, theworfel like them* 
I believe the confederacy will ibon break to 
pieces; and our fadions at home increafe^ 
The miniftry is upon a very narrow bot- 
R a " tom^ 
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torn, and ftand like an IJlbmm between tlitf 
Whigs on one fide, and violent Tories -f- cry 
the other. They ard able feamen^ but the 
tcmpeft is too great, the fliip too rottert, 
and the crew all againft them. Lord Somen 
has been twice irt the queen's clofet, once 
very lately f and your duchefs of Somerfet, 
who noW has the key, is a moft infinuating 
woman, and I believe they will endeavour 
to play the fame ganie that has been played 
againft them. — I have told them: 6f all this, 
which they know already, but they cannot 
help it. They have cautioned the queen (o* 
much againft being governed, that flic ob- 
fcrvey it too muchi I could talk till to-mor- 
row upon thefe things, but they make me 
melancholy. I could not but obfcrve, that 
lately, after much converfation with Mr.' 
Harley'y though he is the moft feairlefs man? 
alive, and the leail apt to defpond, he coi> 
feifed to me, that uttering his mind to me 
gave him eafe. 

5. Mr. Harley continues out of order, yet 
his affairs force him abroad : he is fubje<ft 
to a fore throat, and was cupped laft night : 
I fent and called two or three times,. I heaf 

t The Omer Clui. 
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Ae is better this evening, I dined to-day in 
.the city with Dr. Freind at a khird body!s 
.Jioufe, where I was to pafs for fome body 
elfe, and there. was a. plaguy filly jeft^^carried 
on, that made me fick of it. Our weather 
grows fine, and I will walk like camomile. 
And pray walk you to your dean*s, or your 
JSfoytes, or your Man/ey's, or your JValIs\ 
But your new lodgings make you fo proud, 
jou'll wajk lefs thaniever. Come, let^e go 
.to bed, firrahs. 

6. yiv. iiatjeys going ^ut yefterday bos 
put him a little backwards. I called twice, 
and lent, for I am in pain for him. F$r4 
caught me, aod made me dine with him 
jon his Opera-Jay ; fo I brought Mr. Lewis 
with me, and fat with him till fix. I have 
not feen Mr. Addifon thefe three weeks ; all 
our friendfhip is over. I go to no Coffee-- 
houfe. I prefented a parfon of the bifliop 
of ClqgberSy one Richard/on^ to the duke of 
Qrmond to-day : he is tranflating prayers 
i^nd fcrmons into Irijhy and has ^ projeft 
about inftrufting ih^lrijh in the proteftant 
Religion. 

J. Morning. Fai.tli, a Jittle would make 

me, I could find in my heart, if it were not 

for one thing, I have a good mind, if I 

R 3 ' had 
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had not f€>methHig elfe ta de^ I wimiI^ mn- 
fwcr your dear faucy letter O Loid^ I ao^ 
going awry with writing in bed. O faith, 
bqt 1 tnuft anfwer it» or 1 fli^n't ha^ve roora^ 
ioT it maft go on Saturday i and don't think 
111 &L\ the third fide, I an't come tp &« 
yet, young women, Wdl then, as for your 
MeFMge, i have faid enough : I writ to him 
Jaft week. — Turn over that leaf. Now, wha| 
4kys MD to ihe world to come ? I teM you^ 
madam Stella, my head is a great deal bet* 
ter, and I hope will keep fo. How came 
yours to be fifteen days comh^g, and you 
iad my fifteenth in feyen ? Aijfwtr me that, 
Togues. Your ^ing With goody JVaik is 
txcufe enough : I find I was miftafccn in the 
fcx, 'tis a hoy. Yes, I qriderftand your cy- 
pher, find Stella guefles rights as fhe ^ynjt 
qoes. He -f- gave me al bfadnak fboinlpl 
^aonr trfainffbtoy dpionufnad J, which | 
fent hhn again by Mr. Lewis^ to whom I 
writ a very cpmplaining letter that was 
ftewcdhim; and fo the matter ended. He 
told me he had a cjuarrd with *me j I iaid I 
^ad another with him, and we returned tQ 
pur friendflnp, and I IJiould think he love^ 

t Mr. Harlef. 

\ ^ ba^ note for fiftv PQun^. 
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mc as well as a great minifter can love a man 
in £o ihort a time. Did not I do right ? I 
am glad at heart you have got your palfey- 
water ; pray God Almighty it may do my 
4eareft little Stella good. I fuppofe Mrs. 
Edgwortb fet out laft Monday fe'nnight. 
Yes, I do read the Examiners^ and they are 
written very finely, as you judge §. I do not 
^ink they are too fevere on the duke ; they 
only tax him of avarice, and his avarice has 
ruined us. You may count upon all things 
in them to be true. The author has faid. 
It is not Priori but perhaps it may be At^ 
terbury. — ^Now, madam Dinghy^ fays £he, 
'tis fine weather, feys (he ; yes, fays (he, 
and we have got to our new lodgings. I 
compute you ought to fave eight pounds by 
being in the others five months; and you 
have no more done it than eight thoufand. 
I am glad you are rid of that fquinting, 
blinking Frenchman. I will give you a biJl 
on Parvifol for five pound for the half year. 
And muft I go pn at four (hillings a week, 
and neither eat nor drink for it ? Who the 
P_ izxAAtterbury and your dean were alike? 

§ Evtn to his beloved 5/<//)if he had not acknowIedg;cd 
himfelf) at this time, to be the author of the Examimr^ 

R 4 I never 
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I never faw your chancellor, nor his chapr 
lain. The latter has a good deal of learn- 
ing, and is a well-wi(her to be an author : 
your chancellor is an excellent man. As 
for Patrick's bird, he bought hiqi for his 
tamenefs, and is grown the wildetl: I evct 
faw. His wings have been quilled thrice, 
and are now up again : he will be able to 
fly after us to Ire/and^ if he be willing. — 
Yes, Mrs. Stella, Dingley writes more like 
Prejlo than you ; for all you fuperfbribed the 
letter, as who (hould fay. Why fhould not 
I write like our Prejio as well as Dingley I 
You with your aukward SS*j can't yoD write 
them thus, SS } No, but always SSS -j-. 
Spiteful fluts, to affront Prejlo s writing; a$ 
that when you (hut your eyes you write moft 
Wkc Prejlo. I know the time when I did 
not write to you half fo plain asi do now; 
but 1 take pity on you both. X am very 
much concerned for Mrs. IValLss eyes. U^alls 
fays nothing of it tome in his letter datec^ 
after yours. You fay, If flie recovers fhe 
may lofe her fight. 1 hope £he is in no dan- 
ger of her life. Yes, Ford is as fober as 1^ 

+ Print cannot do juftice to whims of this kind, as 
they depend wholly upon the aukward ihape of the 
lcc<ers. 

pleafc ; 
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pleafe : I ufe him to walk with me as an eafy; 
companion, always ready for what I pleaie, 
when I am weai:y of bufincfs and miniflers. 
I don't go to a Coffee-hou/e twice a month* 
I am very regular in going to fleep before 
eleven. — — And fo you fay that Stellas a 
pretty girl ; and fo ihe be, and methinks I 
fee her juft now as h^ndfome as the day's 
long. Do you know what ? when I aa^ 
writing in our language J I make up my 
mouth juft as if I was fpeaking it. I caught 
myfelf at it juft now. And I fuppofe Dingley^ 
is fo fair and fo frefh as a lafs ih Miy, and 
has her health, aiid no. fpleen^ — In your ac- 
count you fent do you reckon as ufual fronx 
the I ft of NovemierwsiS twelvemonth ? Poor 
Stella^ won't Dingley leave her a little day- 
light to write to Prep ? Well, well, we'll 
have day-light fhortly, fpight of her teeth ;. 
and zop § muft cly Lele, and Hel^, and 

X This refers to that ilrange fpelli^g, t^c. which 
abounds in thefe jouriials ; but which could bono en- 
tertainment to the reader. 

§ Here is juft one fpecimen givea of his way of 
writing to Stella in thefe journals. The reader^ I hope, 
i^ill excufe my omitting it in all other places where \t 
occurs. The meaning of this pretty language is ; 
" And you muft cry There, aiid Here, and'Iiere again.^ 
" Muft you imitate Preftoj pray ? Yes, and foyou ihalL' 
^^ And fo there's for your letter. Good morrow." 

Heic 
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Hdeadco. Muftloo tmmUatc p^r, pkjf 
16, aad fo la ihall. And 6> leles fol ee 
fettle. Dood moUow.-- At night. Mn. 
Barton feot this momifig to iavitt ac to 
dinner; and there I dioed, juft in diat geo« 
ted manner diat MD uTed when thejr would 
treat fiune better ibrt of bodjr than ufual. 

S. O dear MD, mj heart is almc^ brof> 
Im. Yea will hear the thing before this 
eomes to ycm. I writ a full account <^ 4 
lAxa night to the archbishop oEDuklm t aod 
the dean may tell you the particulars from 
the archbifhop. I was in a Sony way to 
write» but thou^t it might be proper t» 
iend a true account of the hOt } for joa 
wiU hear a dHmfand lying dfOQmftanoee. 
*Ti&of Mr. HarJty's being tabbed this after^ 
noon at throe o'clock at a conuaitteeof die 
eouDcil. I was pfaq^ing lady Qttterme JIAr^ 
ru's canls, where I dined» when youi^ Anm- 
delczmt in with the ftory. I ran away im- 
mediately to tbe fecretary« which was in my 
way : no one was at home. I mot Mrs. St, 
Joh» in her diair ; flie had heard it imper- 
ie^y. I took a chair to Mr. Hariy^ who 
was afleep, and they hope in no dai^^;. 
but he has been out of order, aatd was ie 
when he came abroad to-di^, and it may 

put 
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put him in a ffever : I am in mortal fnfin ftr 
liim. Thatde^erate^r/iiA6viliain» raarquit 
^t Gut/card, ftabbed Mr. HarUy. Guifcari 
yfzs taken up by Mr. fecretary St. J^bn^^ 
i¥arrant for hign treafoo, and brought bcip 
fore the lo^ds to be examined} there he 
ftabbed Mr. Harky. I have told ail the 
particulars already to the vchbi(hop. I haw 
now at nine fent again^ and they tell me he 
%% in a fair way. Pray pardon my diftrac*- 
tion ; I now think oif all hie kindiiefB to 
ine.-~The pow creature now lies fbd>bed 
in his bed by a defperate French popiih vil* 
)ain. Qood night, and God preferve yoo 
bothy and pity me ; I want it. 

9. Morning; ^ven, in bed. Patrick k 
juft come from Mr. Harleyz. He ttept 
well till four & the furgeon (at up with him : 
he is afleep %ain : he felt a pain in hit 
wound when he waked : they apprehend 
him m po danger. This account the Aur- 
geon left with the porter, to tell people that 
fend. Pray God preferve him. I am rifing 
and going to Mr. fecretary St. John. Tb^ 
^y Guifcard will die with the wounds Mr. 
lit. J^ and the reft gave him. I fliall tell 
you more at night. — Night. Mr. Harley 
jPVcpntinues oh the mending hand } but be 

reftcd 
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refted ill lafl nighty 2nd felt pain. I was 
early with the fecretary this morning, and I 
^ined with him, and he told me ievera] parp 
ticularities of this accident, too long to rcr 
late now. Mr. Harley is flill mending thig 
evening, but not at all out of danger; an4 
till then I can have no peace. Good night, 
&c. and pity Prcfio. 

]0. Mr. Harley was reftlefs laft night; 
but he has no fever, and the hopes of hi$ 
mending increale. I had a letter from Mr. 
WalUi and one frpm Mr* Bernage. I wil| 
anfwer them here, not having time to writc^ 
Mr. Walls writes about three things. Firft, 
about a hundred pounds from Dr. Ray-: 
mond^ of which 1 hear nothing, and 'tis 
now too late. Secondly, about Mr. Cle- 
ments: I can dp nothing in. it, bqcaufe I 
am not to mention Mr. Prd|r ; and I can- 
not recommend without knoy^^ingMnPr^Z/'s 
objci^qns, whofe relation C(e9fents is, and 
who brought him into the place. The third 
is about my being godfather to the child : 
that is in my power* an4 (fince there is no 
remedy) will fubmit. I wi(h you could 
hinder it; but if it can't be helped» pay 
what you think proper, and get the provoft 
(o iland for mc^ and )et bi$ chriflian n^mg 

be 
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fee Harley^ in honour to my friend, rtoW' 
lying ftabbed and doubtful of his life. As 
for Bernage^ he writes me word, that his 
colonel has offered to make him captain- 
lieutenant for a hundred pounds. He was 
fuch a fool to ofier him money without 
writing to me till it was done, though I- 
have Lad a dozen letters from hkn ; and 
then he defires I would fay nothing of this, 
for fear his colonel (hould be angry. People 
are mad. What can I do ? I engaged co* 
lonel Difney^ who was one of his fcdicitors 
io the fecretary, and then told him the ftory. 
He alTured me, ihzl Fielding (Bernage^z co- 
lonel) faid he might 'haye got that faqi ; but 
on account of thofe great recommendations 
he had, would give it him for nothing: 
and I would have Betnagt write him a letter 
of thanks^ as of a thing given him for no- 
thing, upon recommendations^ &r. Di/hey 
tells me he will again (peak to Fielding^ 
and clear up this matter; and then I will 
Write to Bernage. A pox on him for pro- 
inifing money till I had it promifed to me, 
and then making it fuch a ticklifh point, 
that one cannot expoftulate with the co- 
lonel upon it : but let him do as I fay, and 
thcrc*s an end* I engaged the fecretary of 
5 (late 
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Ibte in k } aad am fore k was meant i 
lundneft to me» and that no money fboold 
te gweD> and a hundred pounds is too raudi 
in a Smitb/Se/d bargain^ as a major-general 
told me, whofe opinion I afked. I am 
sow hurried, and can iky no more» Faie- 
wet, &c. (^c. 

How &all I fiipericribe to your new lodg* 
uigs» pray luadams ? Tdl me but thatt 
kopudence and fimcy-face. 

Aft't you £iuceboxet to write lek [i. e. 
ibere\Vk9Freftof 

Opooc Pre/iof 

Mr. Harley is better to-night, that maket 

tfo p«tjL you fiMicy Gog and Magog. 
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LETTER XIV. 

London, March lo, i7X0**il« 

Pretty litde MD muft exf>ea litde 
from me till IVfr. Harhy is out of daagor. 
We hope he is io now ; but I am iubjedt 
to fear for my friends. He has a kead fbU 
of the whole bufinefs of the nation^ was 
out of order when the villain jftabbed him, 
and had a cruel contufion by the fecond 
Mow. But all goes on well j^X. Mr. Ftari 
and I dined with Mr« LewU^ and we hope 
thebeft 

1 1. This morning Mr. iecretary and I 
met at Canrt^ where he went to the queen, 
who is out of order and aguifh : I doubt 
the worfe for this accident to Mr. Harley. 
We went together to his houfe, and hk 
wound looks well, and he is not feverifh at 
alU and I think it is foolifh in me to be ib 
much in pain as I am. I had the penknife 
in my handy which is broken within a quar«- 
tcr of an inch of the handle. I have a mind 
to wri£; and publifh an account of all the 
particularities of this fadl : it will be verjr 
curious, and I would do it when Mr. Wurl^ 
is pafl dwiger.^ 

4 H- Wc 
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12. Wc have been in terrible pain to-day 
about Mr. Harleyy who never flept laft night, 
and has been very feverifh. But this even- 
ing I called there, and young Mr. Harlij 
(his only fon) tells foie he is now inlich 
better, and was then afleep. They let no- 
body fee him, and that is pcrfedlly right. 
The parliament cannot go oh till he is well, 
and are forced to adjourn their money bufi- 
nefles, vv^hibh none but he can help them 
in. Pray God preferve him. 

13. Mr. Harley is better to-day, flept well 
all night, and we are a little out of our fears; 
I fend and call three or four times every day. 
I went into the city for a walk, and dined 
there with a private man ; and coming home 
this evening broke my (hiri in the Strand 
.over a tub of fand left jiift in the way. 
I got home dirty enough^ and went flraight 
to bed, where I have beeri cooking it with 
gold-beaters fkih, ahd have been peevifh 
enough with Pafrick^ who was near aft 
hour bringing a rag from next door. It ift 
my right (hin, where never any humot^f 
fell when t'other ufed to fwcU ; fo I appre- 
hend it lefs : however I fhall not ftir till 'm 
well, which I reckon will be in a week« I 
am very careful in thefc fort of things ; but 

IwUh 
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\ wJfli I had Mrs. y -j water : flie is out. 

of town, and I muft make a fhift with 
allum. I will dine with Mrs. Vanhomrigh 
till I am well, who lives but five doors off; 
and that I may venture, 

14. My journals are like to be very di- 
verting, now I cannot ftir abroad, between 
accounts of Mr. Harley^ mending, and of 
my broken (bin. I juft walkt to my neigh- 
bour Vanhomrigh at two, and came away 
at fix, when little Harrifon the Tatler came 

. to me, and begged me to didlate a paper to 
him, which I was forced in charity to do. 
Mr. Harley ftlU mends ; and I hope in a day 
or two to trouble you no more with him, 
nor with my (bin. Go to bed and fleep, 
iirrahs, that you may rife to-morrow and 
walk to Donnybrooky and lofe your more/ 
%vith Stoite and the dean ; do fo, dear little 
rogues, and drink Prejio's health. O, pray, 
don't you drink Prejios health fometimes 
with your deans, and your Stoites^ and your 
Wallsy and your Manleys^ and your every 
body's, pray now ? I drink MUs to myfelf 
a hundred thoufand times. 

15. I was this morning at Mr. fecretary 
St. John's for all my fliin, and he has given 
me for young Harrifon^ the Tatler^ the 
• Voj-. IV. S prcttieft 
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prctdcft' employment in Europe i fecretaiy 
to my lord Rahy^ who is to be ambaflador- 
extraordinary at the Hague, where all the 
great affairs will be concerted ;ifo we fliall. 
Jofe the Tatkrsm a fortnight. I will fend 
Uarrifon to-morrow morning to thank the 
fccretary. Poor Biddy Floyd has got the 
fmall-pox« I called this morning to fee lady 
Betty Germain. i and.when ihe told me fb^, 
I fairly took my leave. I have the luck of 
it * ; for about ten days ago I was to fee 
lord Carteret I and my lady was^entertaining; 
roe with telling of a young lady, a coufio, . 
who was then ill in the houfe of thb fmalU 
pox, and. is fince dead : it was near lady. 
Betty Sy and I fancy Biddy took the fright 
by it. I dined with Mr. fecretary, and a 
phyfician came in juft from Guifcard^ who 
tells us he is dying of his wounds, and can^ 
hardly live till to-morrow. A poor w*ench : 
that Guifcard kept, fent him a bottle of 
fack; but the keeper would not let him 
touch.it, for fear it was poifon. He had 
two quarts of old clotted blood come out of- 
his fide to-day, and is delirious. I am forry 
he is dying; for they had found out a way 

♦ Dt\ Zwip never hai tly fmall-pox» 
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to hang him. He certainly had ah intentloil 
to murder the queen. 

1 6. I have made biit little j^rogrefs irl 

this letter for fo many days, thanks to 

Guifcard and Mr. Harley ; and it would be 

endlefs to tell you all the particulars of that 

bdious faA. I do not yet hear that Guifcard 

is dead, but they fay 'tis impofiible he (hould 

recover. I walkt too much yefterday for a 

man with a broken fhin ; to-day I refted, 

and went no further than Mrs. Vanhom- 

righ\y where I dined ; arid lady Bitty But-^ 

hr coming in about (ix, I was forced in 

good manners to fit with her till nine; 

then I came home, and Mr. Ford cariie in 

to vifit my (hin, and fat with me till eleven : 

. io I have been very idle and naughty. It 

Vexes me to the pluck that I (hould lofe 

talking this delicious day. Have you feen 

the Spectator yet, a paper that comes out 

jfcvery day ? Ti6 written by Mr^ Steele, who 

feems to have gathered new life, and have 

a new fund of wit ; it is in the fame nature 

as his Tat/ers, and they have all of them 

had fomething pretty. I believe jiddifon and 

he club. I never fee them ; and I plainly 

told Mr. Harley and Mr. St. Jobn^ ten days 

ago^ before my lord keeper and lord Riversg 

S a that 
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that I had been foolifh enough to fpc:>d 
my credit with them in favour of Addijct 
and Steele \ but that I would engage and 
promife never to fay one word in their be- 
half, having. been ufcd fo ill for what I hai 
already done. — So, now I am got into the 
way of prating again, there will be no quiet 
for me* When Frejio begins to prate. Give 
him a rap upoa the pate. — O Lord, how I 
blot; 'tis time to leave ofF, Gfr. 

17. Guifcard d\^ this morning at two^ 
and the coroner's inqjueft have found that he 
was killed. by bruifcs received from a met 
fenger, fo tockar the cabinet counfellors 
from whom he received his wounds. Lhad 
a letter from Raymond^ who cannot bear of 
your box ; but I hope you have it before 
this comes to your hands.. I dined to-day 
with Mr. Lewis of the fecretary's office. Mr. 
Harley has abundance of extravafated blocd 
comes from his* breaft out of his wound> 
and will not be well fo foon as we expcfted. 
I had fomething to fay, but cannot call it to 
mind (What was it?) 

18,1 was to-day at Court to look for the 
duke of Argyle, and give him the memorial 
about Bcrnage. The duke gocff with . the 
fird fair wind : I could not find him, biit 

I have 
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Phave given the memorial to another, to give 
him; and, however, it flull be feat after 
him. Bernage has made a blunder in offer- 
ing money to his colonel without my ad- 
vice; however he is made captain lieute- 
nant, only he muft recruit the company, 
which will cod him forty pounds, and that 
is cheaper than a hundred. I dined to-day 
with Mr. fecretary St. Johriy and ftaid till, 
feven, but would not drink his Champaign 
and Burgundy, for fear of the gout. My 
lliin mends, but is not well. I hope it will 
by the time I fend this letter, next Saturday. 
l-^. I went to-day into the city, but in a 
coach, and foffed up my leg on the feat; and 
as I came home I went to fee poor Charles 
Barnard'^ books, which are to be fold by 
audtion, and I itch to lay out nine or ten 
pounds for fome fine editions of fine authors. 
But 'tis too far, and 1 (hall let it flip, as I 
nfually do all fuch opportunities. I dined 
in a Coffee-houfe with Stratford upon chops, 
and fome of his wine. Where did AID 
dine ? Why, poor MD dined at home to- 
day, becaufe of the archbifhop, and they 
could not go abroad, and had a breaft of 
mutton and a pint of wine. I hope Mrs. 
Tf^alls mends ; and pray give nie an account 
• . S3 what 
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what fort of godfather I made, and whether 
I behaved myfclf handfomely.. The duke 
of Argyle Is gone ; and whether he has my 
piemorial, 1 know not, till I fee Dr. Ar^ 
buthnott *, to whom I gave it. That hard 
name belongs to a Scotch doftor, an ac- 
quaintance of the duke's and me \ Stella 
can't pronounce it. Oh, that We were at 
haracor this fine day ! the willows begin to 
peep, and the quicks to bud. My dream's 
out : I was a- dreamed lad night that I eat 
ripe cherries. — And now they begin to catch 
the pikes, and will fliortly the trouts (pox 
on thefe minifters), and I would fain know 
whether the floods were ever fo high as to 
get over the holly bank or the river walki 
if fo, then all my pikes are gone; but I 
hope not. Why don't you afk Parvifol thefo 
things, firrahs ? And then my can^^ and 
trouts, and whether the bottom be fine and 
clear ? But hearkee, ought not Parvifol to 
^ pay in my laft year's rents and arrets out 
of his hands ? I am thinking, if either of 
you h^ve h^ads to take his accoonts, it 

• It is reafonablc to fuppofc xhzt Swiff s acquaiin^mce 
with Arbuthnott commenced juff about this tinic ; he 
in the original letter Swift mifpels his name, and writes 
it Arthburthnety in a clear large hand, that MD might 
not mift^ike any of the letters. 
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'Bioiildbe pafd in to you ; otherwife to Mr. 

• Walls. I will write an order on t'other fide ; 
^and do as you will. Here's a world of bu- 
-finefe ; but I muft go llcep, Tm drowfy ; 
and fo good night, Gf^. 

20. This fore fhin ruinsmein coach hire; 
no lefs than two (hillings to-day going and 

•roming from the city, where I dined with 
one you never heard of, and pa&d an infipid 

•day. I writ this. pod to Bernage, with the 
account I told you above. I hope he vdll 
like it; 'tis his own fault, or it would have 
been better. I reckon your next letter will 
be full of Mr. Harley'^ ftabbing. He ftill 
nlends^ but abundance of extravafated blood 
has come out of the wound : he keeps his 
bed* and fees nobody. The fpeaker's eldeft 

»^on is jirft dead of the fmall-pox, and the 
houfe is adjourned a week, to give him time 

•to wipe off his tears. I think it very hand- 
iotntXy done^ but I believe one reafbn is, 
that they want Mr. Harley fo much. Biddy 

JFhyd is like to do well : and fo go. to your 

^dean's, and road his oranges, and lofe your 
money, do fo, you faucy fluts. Stella^ you 

Joft three (hillings and four pence t'other 

flight at Stoite% yes, you did, and Prejio flood 

jq a corner, and faw you all the while, and 

S 4 then 
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then dole away. I dream very often I am 
in Ireland^ and that I have left my cloaths 
and things behind me, and have not taken 
leave of any body ; and that the miniftry 
expedt me to-morrow, and fuch nonfenfe. 

2 1 . I would not for a guinea have a letter 
from you till this goes ; and go it (hall on 
Saturday y faith. I dined with Mrs. Vanhom- 
righy to fave my (hin, and then went on 
fome bufinefs to the fecrctary, and he was 
not at home. 

22. Yefterday was a fhort day's journal: 
but what care I ? what cares faucy Prejio? 
Darteneuf invited me to dinner to-day. 
Don't you know Darteneuf f That's the 
man that knows every thing, and that every 
body knows; and that knows where a 
knot of rabble are going on a holiday, and 
when they were there laft : and then I went 
to the Coffee-houfe. My fliin mends, but is 
not quite healed : I ought to keep it up, but 
I don't ; I e'en let it go as it comes. Pox 

« take Parv^ol and his watch. If I do not 
receive the ten pound bill I am to get 
towards it, I will neither receive watch nor 
chain ; fo let Parvifol know. 

23. I this day appointed the duke of Or- 
mond to meet him at Ned Souti^eirs, about 
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an aflFair of printing^ Injh Prayer-Boohy &c. 
but the duke never came. There Southwell 
had letters that two pacquets are taken ; io 
if MD writ then, the letters are gone ; 
for they were pacquets coming here. Mr. 
Harley is not yet well, but his extravafated 
blood continues, and I doubt he will not be 
quite well in a good while : I find you have 
heard of the fa<ft, by SouthweWs letters from 
Ireland: What do you think of it ? I dined 
with Sir John Percivaly and faw his lady 
fitting in the bed, in the forms of a lying-ia 
woman ; and coming home my fore fliin 
itched, and I forgot what it was, and rubbed 
oiF the f— b, and blood came 5 but I am 
DOW got into bed, and have put on allum 
curd, and it is almofi: well, hotd Rivers 
told me yefterday a piece of bad news^ as a 
fecret, that the Pretender is going to be mar- 
ried to the duke of Savoy's daughter. 'Tis 
very bad, if it be true. Wp were walking 
in the Mall vj^ith fomc Scotch lord;s, and he 
could not tell it until they were gone, and 
he bade me tel) it to none but the fecretary 
of ftate and MD. This goes to-morrow, 
^nd I have no room but to bid xny dearefl; 
Jittje MD good night. 

24. I 
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I 

'^4* I will not^ kol up this ktter^ anfl 
fend it ; for I reckon to have none from 
jjt)u ('tis morning now) between this and 
night ; and I wHl put it in the poft widi 
r«y own hands. I am going out in gre^ 
b^t > (o farcWel, &c. 

t £ T t E R XIX. 

London^ March 24, 1 710-1 1« 

it* was alittk crofs in Prefio not to fend 
i€f-d^f to the Coffce-boufe to fee whether 
<li*re wals X letter from MD before I fcwt 
aiV^y inihe; bcit faith I did it on purpofe, 
fcecaufe i wcrtsld fcofn to aiifwer trtro Jettcfs 
of youri AicccfEvcly. Thi^ way of jofffnd 
IS the #6rft in the world for writing of 
ftews, tf6lds one does it the lafl day ; arid ib 
I #ill obfetve hericfefofward, if there hte any 
politicks or ffftff worth fending. My fhifi 
ihttxds in fpite of the fcrattching lad night 
I dined to-day at Ned SeutbweirB with the 
fcifliop 6f Offbry and a parcel of Trijh gert^ 
Hcrritn. HaVc yon yet feen any of the 
SpeStatofs ? Juft tfcree weeks to-day fince 
t had your laft, N. m. I am afraid 1 hwt 
loft one by the pacquet that was taken ; that 
xyill vex me> coniidering the pains AfD tak^ 

%9 



to write, eipecially popr pretty Stella^ afi4 
her weak eyes, God blefs them and tfie 
cwner, and fend them well, and little me 
together, I hope ere long. I'hi? illnefs o^ 
Mr. Harl^ puts every thing backwards, and 
he is flill down, and like to be fo, by that 
extravafated blood which comes from his 
bread to the wound : it was by the fecond 
blow Guifcard gave him after the penknife 
was broken. I am fhocked at that villainy 
whenever I think of it. Biddy Floyd i§ paft 
danger, but will loie all faef' beauty: fhe 
had them piigfaty thick^ efpecially about 
her nofe. 

25. Morning* I wifli you a merry New* 
year 5 this is the firft day of the year, you 
know, with ifs^ and 'tis Lady-day. I mud 
rife and go to my lord keeper : it is not 
fhaving-day to-day, fo I (hall be early. I 
afii to dine with Mr. fecretary St. Join. 
Good morrow, my miftreflcs both, good 
morrow. Stella will be peeping out of her 
room at Mrs. de Caudres" down upon the 
folks as they come from church *; ind 
^here comes Mrs. Proiy, and that's my 
jady Southwell, and there's lady Betty RocJb* 

♦ MD'$ lodgings Were tXASdj opp^file to Si. Marft 
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Jfori. I long to hear how you are fettled in 
your new lodgings. I wifli I were rid of 
iny old ones, and that Mrs. Brent could 
contrive to put up my l)ooks in boxes, and 
lodge them in (bme (afc place, and you keep 
my papers of importance. But I muft rife, 
I tell you. — At night. So I vifited and dined 
as I told you, and what of that ? Wc have 
let Gwfcard be buried at laft, after /hewing 
him pickled in a trough this fortnight for 
two pence apiece : and the fellow that 
Jhewed would point to his body, and. See, 
genfiemcn, this is the wound that was given 
him by his grace the duke of Ormand; and 
this is the wound, &c. and then the fliow 
was oyer, and another fet of rabble came in. 
Tis hard that our laws would not fuffer us 
to hang his body in chains, becaufe he was 
not tried ; and in the eye of our law every 
man is innocent till then. — Mr. Harley is 
Hill very weak, and never out of bed. 

2 6. This was a mod delicious day; and 
roy (bin being paft danger, I walkt like 
lightning above two hours in the Park. We 
have generally one fair day, and then a great 
deal of rain for three or four days together.* 
All thiogs are at a ijtop in parliament for 
want of Mr. Harley i they cannQt ftir an 

inch 
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Jneh without him in their mo ft material 
' affairs : and wc fear by the caprice ofRad^ 
cliff€f who will admit none but his own fur- 
gcon, he has not been well lookt after. I 
dined at an alehoufc with Mr. Lewis, but 
had his wine. Don't you begin to fee the 
flowers and bloffoms of the field ? How 
bufy fliould I be now at Laracorf No news 
of your box ? I hope you have it, and arc 
this minute drinking the chocolate, and 
that the fmell of the Brazil tobacco has 
not affedled it. I would be glad to know 
whether you like it, becaufe I would fend 
you more by people that are now every day 
thinking of going to Ireland ^ therefore pray 
tell me, and tell me. fbon : and I will have 
the ftrong box. 

27. A rainy wretched • fcurvy day from 
morning till night : and my neighbour Van^ 
Bomrigb invited me to dine with them : and 
this evening I paflcd at Mr. Priors with 
Dr. FreinJ; and 'tis now pad twelve, fo I 
mufl: go fleep. 

2S. Morning. Oh faith, youVe an impu- 
dent fancy couple of fluttekins for prefuming 
to write fo foon, faid I to myfelf this morn- 
ing ; who knows but there may be a letter 
from MD at the Coffee-houfe ? Well,' you 

muft 



inofl tnow, and fo, I juft now fcnt Pairkii 
an4 he brought me three letters^ but not 
one from MDy no indeed^ for I read all 
the fupericriptioas ; and not one from MD. 
One I opened^ it was from the archbiihop ; 
t'other \ opened, it was from Staunton ; the 
%\aTA I todc, and lookt at the band. Whofc 
liand is this? fays I; yes, fays I^ whofc 
liand is this? Then there was wax be- 
tween the folds } then I began to fiifped ; 
then I peeped ; faith^ it was WaUs^ hand 
after all : then I opened it in a rage^ and 
then it was little MD's handy dear, little, 
pretty, charnjing MUt fweet hand again. 
O Lord, en't here a clutter and a ftir, and a 
buftle, never faw the like. Faith, I believe 
yours lay fpme days at the poft-office, and 
that it came before my eighteenth went, but 
that I did not expe<5t it, and I hardly ever 
gp there. Well, and fo you think 1*11 an- 
(vvcr this letter now; no faith, and fo 1 
won't, ril make you wait, young women % 
but ril enquire immediately about poor 
JOingkys exchequer trangum *. What, is^ 
that Vedel again a foldier ? Was he broke ? 
I'll put it in Ben "fookes hand. I hope Vedel 

• He mull mean an oxchcquct tally. 

codSl 
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could not fell it— At night. Fedel, Fedd^. 
poh, pox, I think it is Vedeau\ aye, Vede4xu^ 
now I have it ; let me (ee, do you name him 
in yours ? Yes, Mr. "J^^hn Vedeau is the bro^ 
ther^ but where does this brother livei^ 
m enquire. This was^ a faft-day for the 
publick; fo I dined late with Sir Matthew 
I)udley^ whom I have not been with a great 
while. He is one of thoie that mud lofe 
kis employment whenever the great (hake 
€omes ; and I can't contribute to keep hin^ 
in^ though I have dropt words in his jfavour 
to the miniAry ; but he has been too violent 
a JVbig^ and friend to the lord-treafurer -f ^^ 
to ft ay in. 'Tis odd to think how long thejp 
let thofe people keep their places ; but the 
reafon is, they have not enough to iatlsfy 
all expe^lers, and (o they keep thepi all in; 
hopes, that they maybe good boys in the* 
mean time ; and thus the old ones hold in 
ftilL The comptroller told me, that there 
are eight people expe<S his ftaff. I w^lkt' 
after dinner to-day round the Park* What, 
do I write politicks to little young woqoen ? 
Hold your tongue, and go to your dean's. 

29. Morning. If this be a fine day I 
will walk into the city, and fee CJbar/es Bar-- 

nard'^ 
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itard's library. What care I fof yonr Icfter^ 
your faucy iNT. 12 ? I will fay nothing to tl 
yet : faith, I believe this will be full be- 
fore its time, and then go it mud* I will 
always write once a fortnight ; and if it 
goes fooner by filling fooncr, why then there 
is fo much clear gain. Morrow, morrow, 
rogues and lafles both, I can't lie icrtbbling 
here in bed for yiour play ; I muft rife, and 
fo morrow again. — At night. Your friend 
Montgomery and his fifter are here, as I am 
told by Patrick : I have feen him often/ byt 
take no notice of him : he is grown very 
ugly ^nd pimpled. They tell me he is a 
gamefter, and wins money. — How could I 
help it, pray ? Patrick fnufFt the candle too 
fliort, and the greafe ran down upon the 
paper -f*. It en t my fault, 'tis Patricks 
fault; pray now don't blame Prejlo. I 
walkt to-day in the city, and dined at a- 
private houfe,. and went to fee the audtion 
of poor Charles Barnard's books -, they were- 
in the middle of the phyfick books, fo I 
bought none ; and they are fo dear, I believe 
I fhall buy none, and there's an end 5 and- 
go to Stoites, and I'll go fleep. 

t It caufed a violent daub on the paper, which 
fiill continues much difcolouied in the original. 

30. Morn- 



30. Morning, This is Good- Friday^ your 
jiiuft know, and 1 muft rife and go to Mri 
Iccrctat-y about fome bufihcft, ahd Mrs. Van^ 
*£omrigh defires me to breakfaft with her, 
Tbfecaufe flie is to intercede for Patrick^ who 
Is lb often druiik and quar'relfome in the 
houfe; that I was refolved to fend him over; 
but he knows all the places where t fend; 
iahd is fo ufed to my ways, *that it vvould be 
Inconveniertt to mt ; biit wheh I come id 
Ire/and, I will difchdrge him. if Sir Thomas 
Marrfdy ont of the lords of thfe treafury, 
fettirig rhe down ak my dobr to-dsly, (zvt 
Patrick^ ahd fwore hd wis a Teaguelander. 
I aiii fo ufed to his fice, I never dbferved iti 
but thought him a pretty fellow. ' Sir An-- 
drew Fountain and I fupped this faft-day 
ivith Mrs. Vanhcmrigh. We were afraid Mr. 
Uarley^ woiihd would turn to a Fiftidai 
but we think the danger is now paft. He 
rifes every day, and vvalks about his room, 
Jirid we hope he tVill be oiit in a fortnight. 
Pnc^r (he^^cd me ^ handfome paper of verfes 
he has writ on Mr. Hdrleys accident : they 
are not out ; I will fend them to you, if he 
tvill givt me a copy. 

X He forgot here to fay, At night. Sec what goci 
before. 

Vol. IV. T 31, Morn- 
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3 1 . Morning. What (hall we do to make 
April fools this year, now it happens on 
Sunday? Patrick brings word that Mr. 
Harley ftill mends, and is up every day. \ 
d'efign to fee bim in a few days : and he 
brings me word too thi^t he has fomd out 
Vedeaus brother's, fhop : I (hall call there 
-in a day or two. It feems the wife lodges 
next door to the brother. I doubt the 
fcoundrel was broke, and got a commif- 
fion, or perhaps is a voluntier gentleman, 
and expeds to get one . by his valour. 
Morrowji firrahs, let me rife.-r-At night. 
I dined to-day with Sir Thomas Man/el. 
We were walking in the Park^ and Mr. 
llewis came to us. Manfel afkt Where we. 
dined ? We feid^ Together. He faid, we 
fliould dine with him, only his wife defined 
him to bring nobody, becaufe fhe had only 
a leg of mutton. I faid, I would diqe with 
him tochufe; but he would fend a fcrvant 
to order a plate or two : yet this man has 
ten thoufand pounds a year in land, and is 
a lord of the treafury, and is not covetous 
neither, but runs out merely by flattering 
and negligence. The worft dinner I ever 
faw at the dean's was better : but io it is 
with abundance of people here. I called 

at 
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dt night at Mr. Harkj^\ who begrns to walk 
in his room with a ftick, but is mighty 
weak. — See how much I have loft with 
that ugly greafe -f-. 'Tiis your fault, ptay } 
and rU go tt> bed. 

April I. The duke of Buciing/jOrns hoiife 
fell down laft night with an earth-quake, 
and is half fwallowed up ; — Won't you go 
and fee it ? — Aft Aprs/ fool^ an April fooli 
oh ho» yoiing women. Well, don't be an- 
gry, ril make you o^n April fool no more till' 
the^next time : we had no fport here, bc- 
caufc it is Sunday^ and EafterSiinday. I 
dined with the fecretary, who feemed ter- 
ribly down and mclahcholy, which Mr. 
Prior and Le^is obferved as well a$ I : per- 
haps fomethirtg iS gone wrong; perhaps 
there is nothing itt it. God blefs my oWn 
deareft MD, and all is well. 

2. We have flich windy weather^ 'tis 
iroubiefomc walking, yet all the rabble have 
^ot into oiir Park theft; Eafler holidays. I 
am plagued with one Richardjhn^ an Irijb 
parfon, and hi^ projeft of printing Irijh 
BiileSf &c. to make you Chrijlians in that 

t The candle -greafe mcntionccT befor^, wliicfi 
foakfd through, ai\d deformed this part of ihe pap^l: 
oil the fccond page. 

T 2 country) 



.. .( 276 ) 

country : I befriend him what I can on ac- 
count of the archbifliop and bifhop of Gog- 
her. — But what bufinefs have I to meddle, 
&c. Don't you remember that, firrah 
Stella? what was that about, when yoa 
thought I was meddling with Something 
that was not my bufinefs ? Oh faith, you 
arc an impudent flut, I remember your 
doingS) I'll never forget you as long as I 
live. Lewis and I dined together at his 
lodgings. But where's the anfwer to this 
letter of MD's. O faith, Prejlo, yoa muft 
think of that. Time enough, fays faucy 
Prejio. 

3. I was this morning to fee Mrs. Bar- 
ton ; I love her better than any body here, 
and fee her fcldomer. Why really now, fo 
it often happens in the world, that where 
one loves a body beft — pfhah, pOiah, you 
are fo filly with your moral obfervations. 
Well, but (he told me a very good ftory. 
An old gentlewoman died here two months 
ago, and left in her will, to have eight men 
and eight maids bearers, who (hould have 
two guineas apiece, ten guineas to the par- 
fon -for a fermon, and two guineas to the 
clerk. But bearers, parfon and clerk muft 
be all true virgins ; and not to be admitted 

till 
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tin they took their oaths of virginity : £ti 
the poor woman lies ftill unburied, and fb 
muft do till the general refurrcdtion. — I 
called atMr. fecretary's, to fee what the D— 
ailed him on Sunday ; I made him a very 
proper fpeech, told him, I obferved he was. 
much out of temper ^ that I did not expedl 
he would tell me the caufe, but would be 
glad to fee he was in better ; and one thing 
I warned him of, Never to appear cold to 
me, for I would not be treated like a fchool- 
boy ; that I had felt too much of that in 
my life already (meaning from Sir William 
TeifipleJ that I expedted every great minifter, 
who honoured me with his acquaintance, 
if he heard or faw any thing to my difad- 
vantage, would let me know it in plain 
words, and not put me in pain to guefs by 
the change or coldnefe of his countenance 
or behaviour ; for it was what I woiild 
hardly bear from a crowned head, and I 
thought no ibbjeifl's favour was worth it ; 
.and that I defigned to let my lord keeper 
and Mr. Harley know the fame thing, that 
they might ufe me accordingly. He took 
all right ; faid, I had reafon, vowed nothing 
ailed him but fitting up whole nights at 
^(inefs, and one night at drinking; \youId 
T 3 havr 
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have had ipe dined with him and Mrs. Mtr: 
Jboin's brother, to make up matters ; but I 
would not. I don't know, but I would 
not. But indeed I was engaged with my 
old friend RoJlin/on, you never heard of hint 
before. 

• 4* { fometimes look a line or two back, 
and fee plaguy miftakes of, the pen ; how 
do you get over them? you are xpuzzled 
fometimes. Why, I think what I faid to 
Mr. feci etary was right. Don't you remem- 
ber how I ufcd to be in pain when Sir fFil- 
liamTemp'e would look cold and out of hu^ 
mour for three or four days, and I uied to 
fufped a hundred reafons. I have pluckt 
up my fpirit iince then» faith ; he ipoiled a 
fine gentleman. I dined with my neighbour 
Vanbomrigh^ and MD, poor MD^ at home 
on a loin of mutton and half a pint of wine, 
and the mutton was raw, poor Stella could 
not eat, poor dear rogue, and Dmgley was 
fo vext ; but we'll dine at Stoyte's to«-mor- 
row. Mr. Barley promifed to fee me in a 
day or two, fo I called this evening i but 
his fon and others were abroad, end he 
afleep, fo I came away, and found out Mrs. 
Vedeau. She drew out a letter from Dmg^ 
ley^ and faid /he would get a friead to ra* 

ceive 
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ceive the money. I told her I would employ 
Mr. I'ooke in it henceforward. Her hufband 
bought a lieutenancy of foot, and is gone to* 
Portugal. He fold his fliare of the (hop to 
his brother, and put out thfc money to main- 
tain her, all but what bought the commif- 
fion. She lodges within two doors of her 
brother. She told me, It made her very 
melancholy to change her mannet of life 
thus, but trade waS dead, (Sc. She fays, 
(he will write to you foon. I defign to en- 
gage, Uif/i. Tooke^ and then receive the parch- 
ment from her. — I gave Mr. Dopping a 
copy of Priors verfes on Mr. Har/ey, he 
fent them yefterday to Ire/and, fo go look 
for them, for I won't be at the trouble to 
tranfcribe them here. They will be printed 
in a day or two. Give my hearty fcrvice to 
Sfoyfeznd Catherine; upon my word I love 
them dearly, and defire you will tell them 
fo : pray defire goody Stoyte not to let Mrs. 
PTa/Is and Mrs. John/on cheat her of her 
money at ombre, but aiTure her from me, 
that (lie is a bungler. Dine with her to- 
day, ahd tell her fo, and dfink my health, 
and good voyage, and fpccdy return ^ and fo 
you're a rogue. 

T 4 5, Morr- 
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C. Morning. Now let us proceed to cx- 
anaine a fancy letter from one Madam MD. 
—God Almighty blefs poor dear &tella, and 
(end her a gre^t many Birth-days^ al) happy 
and l^ealthy, and wealthy, and with me 
ever together, and never afunder again, ^n- 
Icfs by chance. When I find you are happy 
or merry there, it makes me fo l^ere^ and I 
can hardly imagine ypu abfent when \ am 
reading your letter, or writing to you. No 
faith, you are juft here upon this little pa- 
per, and therefore I fee and talk with you 
every evening conftantly, and fomctimcs in 
the morning, but not always in the morn- 
ing, becaufe that is not fo modeft to young 
ladies. — What, you would fain palm a let- 
ter on me more than you fent ; and I, like a 
fool, muft lopk pver all yours, to fee whether 
this was really iNT. I2. or more. \Fatrick 
has this moment brought me letters from 
the bifhop of Clogher and Parvtfol i my 
heart was at my mouth for fear of one front 
MD ; what a difgrace would it be to have 
two of yours to anfwer together ? But faith 
this ihall go to night, for fea.r, and then 
come when it will, I defy it.] No, you are 
not naughty at all, write when you arc dif- 
pofed. And fo the dean told you the ftory 
' ' of 
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pf Mr. Harjf^ from ^he archbiiliOp; I vm^ 
fant it never fpoiled your fupper, or broke 
pff your game. Npr yet, have not you the 
box ; I wiPi Mrs. Edgworib had the ^ — . 
But you have i( now, I fuppofe i and is the 
chocolate goqd, or has the tobacco fpoiled 
it ? Leigb (lays till Sterna has done his bu- 
{\nckf no longer; and when that will be» 
God knows : 1 befriend him as much as I 
can, but Mr. Harkys accident ftops that 
as well as all things clfe. You guefs. Ma- 
dam Dingleyj, that 1 (hall ftay a round 
twelvemonth ; as hope faved, I would come 
over, if I could, this minute ; but we will 
talk of th^t by and bye, —Your affair of ^^- 
deau I have told you of already ; now to the 
next, turn over the leaf. Mrs, Dobbins lies, 
\ have no more provifion here or in Ireland 
than I bad. I am pleafed that Stella the 
conjurer approves what I did with Mr. Har^ 
ley * ; but your generofity makes me mad ; 
I know you repine inwardly at Prejlos ab- 
ience i you think he has broken his word of 
coming in three months^ and that this is 
always his trick ; and now Stella fays, fhe 
4o€S not fee poHibly how I can come away ^ 

9 In rela^oA to the Bank Note. 

' ■*- .... 
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in haftc, tnd that MD is fjitisficd, (^€. An't 
you a rogue to overpower me thus ? I did 
not expcft to fy\d fuch friends as I have 
done, Tliey may indeed deceive me too. 
But there ire important reafons [Poac on 
this grcafe, ti^is candle tallpw !] why they 
ihQuld not -f-. I have been ufecj barba- 
roufly by the late miniftry ; I am ^ little 
piqued in honour to let people iee I am not 
tQ be defpifed. The durances they give 
me^ \vithout any fcruple or provocation^ arc 
fuch as are ufually believed in the world; 
they may come to nothing, but the firft op- 
portunity that offers, and is negledled,. I 
fhall depend no more, but come <^way p I 
i^ould fay a thoqfand things oq this head, if 
I were with you. I am thinking why Stelk 
AK>uld not go to the BatSy if (he be told i^ 
will do her good ; I will make J^arvtfol get 
up fifty pounds, and pay it you ; abd you 
may be good houfwives, and live cheap there 
fome months, and return in Autumn^ or 
vifit London^ as you pleafe : pray think of 

t Swlfi was, at this time, their great fupport and 
champion. 

X And fo at laft he threatened ; (Vide his letter to 
Mrs. D///^/t>', N0.90. X)^^/8Colleaion) or perhaps 
he iievci would have got that trifling Deanry of St. Fa^ 
trick's. 

it. 
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it. I writ to Bemage, dircfted to Curr/$ | 
I wKh he had the letter. I will fend the 
bohea tea, if f can. The hiihdp of JfSA/i^rei 
I don't keep fuch cpmpany ; tn old dying 
fool whom I never was with in my life. So 
I am no godfather ; all the better. Pray^ 
^lef/a^ explain thofc two words of youri to 
me, what you mean by FHhan, and Dain^ 
^er §, and you, Madam Dtngky, what is 

Cbrijiianing ? Lay your letter this way^ 

this way J and the devil a bit of difierence be- 
tween this way and t'other way. No ; I'll 
flicw you, lay them this Hvay^ this way, 
and not that «wy, that wtf;^||. — You 
fhall have your aprons i and I'll put all youf 
commiflions as they come, in a paper to^ 
gcther, and don't think I'll forget M D's or- 
ders, becauie they are friends; I'll be as 
careful, as if they were ftrangcrs. I know 
not what to do about this Clements, ff^alls 
will not let me fay any thing, as if Mr. 
Pratt was againft him i and now the bilhop 

§ It may be fomewhat amazing to declare ; but 
Stella^ with all her wit and good fenfe, fpelled very ill. 
And Dr. Swift infified greatly upon women's fpelling 
well. 

I The flope of the letters in the words this way^ 
this wayy is to the left hand, but the flope of the words 
that wayy that way^ is to the right band. 

of 
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^fCkgJber has written to me In his behalf,* 
This thing does not rightly fall- in my way, 
and that people never confidcr ; I always 
give my good offices where they are proper, 
and that I ani judge of; however, I will 
do what I can. But^^ if he has the name 
of a WJbig^ it will \)c hard, cpniidering my 
Iprd Anglefea and Hyde are v?ry much ptheri* 
wife, and you know they h2^ve the employ- 
ment of deputy treafurer. If the frolic!^ 
fhouW take you of going to the Batb^ I herp 
fend ypu a note on Parv'fol^ if not, you 
may tear it, and there'; an end. Farewel. 

If you have an iqiaginatiqa tha$ the B^th 
will dp ypu good, I fay again, I would have 
yon go ; if nqt, of i( ^e inconvenient, burn 
this note. Or, if you wopld gp, and not 
take fo much money, tak^ thirty pounds, 
and I will return you twenty from hence. 
Do as you pleafe, iirrah$. J fuppoip \t will 
not be too late fqr thp firft fpafon ; if it be, 
I would have you refolve however to go the 
fecond feafon, if the doftors fay it will dq 
you good, and you fancy fo. 
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LETTER XX. 

London, April 5, 1711* 

Jl P U T my nineteenth in the poft-offictf 
juft now myfelf, as I came out of the city, 
where I dined. This rain ruins me in coach- 
hire; I walkt away lixpenny worth, and 
came within a fhiUing length, and then took 
a coach, and got a lift back for nothing; 
and am now buiy. 

6. Mr. fecretary deflred I would fee him 
this morning, faid he had fcveral things to 
fay to me, and faid not one ; and the duke 
of Ormond fent to dcfire I would meet him 
at Mr. SoutbwelPs by ten this morning too, 
which I did, thinking it was fome parti- 
cular matter. All the IrifJo in town were 
there, to confult upon preventing a bill for 
laying a duty on Irijh yarn ; fo we talkt 
awhile, and then all went to the lobby of 
the houfc of commons, to folicit our friends, 
and the duke came among the reft; and 
lord Anglefea foliclted admirably, and I did 
wonders. But after all, the matter was 
put off till Monday^ and then we are to be 
at it again. I dined with lord Mountjoyj and 

look: 



( 2l6 ) 

iookt over hini at chefs, which put me vk 
tnind of Sttila and Griffytb. I came home^ 
and that dog Patrick was not within, (o I 
frett6i, and fretted^ and what good did 
that do nk ? And fo get jroii gone td four 
deanS) You couple of qu^ni. I can't find 
rh]^ato ta W^U and Stcyte. — Yefc> yes, Yod 
«pea Mrs. JVaUsy^e. dre&M. whea (ho 
eatU) To cirry yoU to Stiyte^ Or el&^^' 
fok. Henky told me thai the TCories were 
infupport-able pebple, becaUfe th^ ar& for 
hringing in French claret, aad will not 
fup-f^t* Mr. Harle^ will bsirdly get abroad 
tbi$ week of ten days yet I reckoa wheii 
t fend away this letter he ^iU be juil got 
into the houfe of commons. My laft letter 
went in twelve days, aiid fo pei^haps may 
this. No it won't, for thofe letters thdt 
go under a fortnight are anfwerers to one of 
yours, othelrwife you muft take the days 
as they happen, fome dry, fome wet, fome 
barren, fomfc fruitful, fome merry, fome 
inlipidi fome» &c. ■ - \ will write you 
word cxadlly the firft day I fee young 
goofeberriesj and pray obfcrve how much 
later you are. We have not had five fine 
days this five weeks, but rain or wind. *Tis 

a late 
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A late Spring thqy fay here. — Go to bed| 
you two dear faucy brats, and don't keep 
me up all night. 

J. FWha&been ztEpf^m, to avoid GW- 
J^riday and ^(^/ier-Sunday^. He forced m* 
to-day to dine with, him; and tell« va^ 
th6re are letters from Ireland giiung an z,tr 
countiof agreatindifcretion in the archbifliop 
6[Dublin% who applied a ftory out oflacitM 
vfiry rcflfftinigly on Mr. Har/ey, and that 
twenty people have written of it ; I do not 
believe it yet. 1 calkd this evening to fee 
Mr. fecretary^ who has been very ill with 
the gravel and pain in his back, by J5»r- 
gundy and Champagne, added to the fitting 
up all night at bufinefs ; I found him drink- 
ing tea while the reft were at Champagne^ 
aad was very glad of it. I have chid him 
fo feverely that I hardly knew whether he^ 
\yoiuId take it well : then I wept apd fat an 
hour with iMxs. St. Jahn^ who is growing a 
great favourite of n;kine; (he goes to the 
Bath on WednejUay^ for flic is much out of 
health, and has begged me to take care of 
the fecretary. 

8. I dined to-day with Mr. fecretary St. 
y^abni he gave me a letter to read, which 
waa from ihe publiflier of the news- paper 

called 



called the Pcfi'iey; in it there was a Jofag 
copy of a letter from Dublin^ giving an ac- 
count of what the Wbigs faid upon Mr; 
Harlefs being ftabbcd, and how much they 
abufe him and Mr. fecretary St. Jobn ; and 
at the end there was half a dozen lines, tell- 
ing the ftory of the archbifhop of Dublin^ 
and abufing him horribly ; this was to be 
printed on Tuefday. I told the fecretary I 
would not fufFcr that about the archbifhop 
to be printed, and fo I croft it oiit ; and 
afterwards, to prevent all danger, I made 
him give me the letter, and^ upon further 
thought, would let none of it be publifhed : 
and I fent, for the printer and told him fo^ 
and ordered him, in the fecretary's name^ 
to print nothing refleding on any body in 
Ireland till he had fhewed it me. Thus I 
have prevented a teirible fcandal to the arch- 
bifhop, by a piece ai perfect good fortune. 
I will let him know it by next poft; and 
pray, if you pick it out, let me know, and 
whether he is thankful for it; but fay no-^ 
thing. 

9. I was to-day at the houfe of commons 
again about their yarn, at lord AngUfed^ 
defire, but the bufinefs is again put off till 
Monday. 1 dined with Sir ^okn Stanley^ by 

ati 



(• 289 ) 

an aflignation I had made with Mr. St. JohtU 
and George Granville^ the fecretary at war^ 
but they let in other company, fome ladies, 
and fo we were not as eafy as I intended- 
My head is pretty tolerable, but every day I 
feel fome little diibrders ; I have left off* 
fnufF fiilce Sunday^ finding myfelf much 
worfe after taking a good deal at the fecre-» 
tary's. I would not let him drink one drop 
of Champagne or Burgundy without water, 
and in compliment I did fo myfelf. He is 
much better, but when he is well he is like 
Stella^ and will not be governed. So go to 
your Stoyte's^ and Til go fleep. 

lo. I have been vifiting lady Worjley and 
Mrs. Barton to-day, and dined foberly with 
my friend Lewis. The dauphin is dead of an 
apoplexy ; I wifli he had lived till the finifli-* 
ing of this letter, that it might be news to 
you ; Duncombj the rich alderman, died to-* 
day, and 1 hear has left the duke oiArgyle^ 
who married his niece, two hundred thou- 
fand pounds \ I hope it is true, for I lovd 
that duke mightily. I writ this evening to 
the archbifhop of Dublin^ about what I told 
you; and then went to take leave of poor 
Mrs. St. Johnj who gave me llrift charge 
to take care of the fecretary in her abfencc. 

Vol, IV. U faid 
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faid (lie had none to truft but me ; and the 
poor creature's tears came fre(h in her eyes. 
Before we took leave, I was drawn in by 
the other ladies and Sir John Stanley to rafBc 
for a fan, with a pox ; it was four guineas, 
and we put in feven (hillings apiece, feveral 
raffling for abfent people; but I \cSk^ and fo 
mift an opportunity of (hewing my gallantry 
to Mrs. St. Jobrif whom I defigned to have 
prefcnted it to, if I had won. Is Dilly ♦ 
gone to the Bath t His face will whizz in 
the water ; I fuppofe be will write to us 
from thence, and will take London in his. 

way back. The rabble will fay. There 

goes a drunken parfon, and which is wor(e, 
they will fay true. Oh, but you muft know, 
I carried Ford to dine with Mn St. Jobu 
laft Sunday^ that he may brag when he goes 
back, of dining with a fccrctary of ftatc. 
The fecretary and I went away early, and 
left him drinking with the reft, and he 
told me, that two or three of them were 
dfunk. They talk of great promotions to 
be made ; that Mr. Harley is to be lord 
treafurer, and lord Pou/et'\* mafter of the 

* The reverend Dil/on Ajht. 

f He was at this time firii commifConer of the trea- 
fury. 

2 horfc. 
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torfe, (Sc. but they are only conjedure. 
"The fpeaker is to make Mr. Harley a com- 
pliment the firft time he comes into the 

. houfe, which I hope will he in a week. 
He has had an ill furgeon, by the caprice 
of that puppy Dr. Radcliffe ; which has kept 

- iiim back, (o long ; and yefterday he got a 
cold, but is better to-day. — What j I think 
^ am ftark mad to write Co much in one day 
io little faucy MD ; here's a deal of ftuff, 
indeed ; can't you bid thofe little 'dear rogues 
^ood night, and let them go fleep, Mr. 
tPre/io? When your tongje runS there's 
no ho with you, pray. 

II. Again at the lobby, like a lobcock, 
of the houfe of commons, about your Iri/b 
yarn, and again put off till Friday ; and I 
and Patrick went into the city by water, 
where I dined, and then I went to' the auc- 
tion of Charles Barnard'^ books, but the 
good ones were fo monftrous dear, I could 
not reach them, fo I laid out one pound 
fcven (hillings but very ifidifFerently, and 
came away, and will go there no more. 
Henley would fain engage me to go with 
Steele and Rowe, &c. to an invitation at 
Sir fFillidm Read's. Surely you have heard 
of him. He has been a mountebank, and 

U 2 IS 
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is the queen's oculifl: ; he makes adniiraWc 
punch, and treats you in gold veflels. Bat 
I am engaged, and won't go, neither indeed 
am 1 fond of the jaunt. So good night, and 
go fleep. 

12. I went about noon to the fecretary, 
who is very ill with a cold, and fometimcs 
of the gravel, with his Champagne^ &c. I 
fcolded him like a dog, and he promifcs 
faithfully more care for the future. To- 
day my lord Anglefta^ and Sir Thomas Han- 
;//cr, and Prior and I dined, by appointment, 
with lieutenant general Webb. My lord and 
I (laid till ten o'clock, but we drank fo- 
beily, and I always with water. There 
was with us one Mr. Campain^ one of the 
Otlobcr Club^ if you know what that is; a 
Club of country members, who think the 
minifters are too backward in puniihing 
and turning out the Wbigs. I found my 
lord and the reft thought I had more cre- 
dit wiih the miniftry than I pretend to have, 
and would have engaged me to put them 
upon fomething that would fatisfy their de- 
fires, and indeed I think they have fbme rea- 
fon to complain; however, I will not bum 
my fingers. I'll remember Stella's chiding; 
What had you to do with what did not bc- 
» long 
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long to you, &c. However, you will give 
' me leave to tell the niiniftry my thoughts 
'^^ when they afk them, and other people's, 
d thoughts fometimes when they do not a(k ; 

fb thinks Dingley. 
i 13*1 called this morning at Mrs. Vedeaui 
\ again, who has employed a friend to get the 
money; it will be done in a fortnight, and 
then (lie will deliver me up the parchment. 
I went then to fee Mr. Harley^ who I hope 
will be out in a few days ; he was in ex- 
cellent good humour, only complained to 
me of the negledt of Gut/card's cure, how 
glad he would have been to have had him 
live. Mr. fecretary came in to us, and we 
were very merry till lord chamberlain (duke 
of ShreivJburyJ came up, then colonel Ma- 
Jham and I went off, after I had been pre- 
iented to the duke, and that we made two 
or three filly compliments fuitable to the 
occafion. Then I attended at the houfe of 
commons about your yarn, and 'tis again 
put off. Then Ford drew me to dine at a 
tavern, it happened to be the day and the 
houfe where the OSiober Club dine. After we 
had dined, coming down we called to en- 
quire, whether our yarn bulinefs had been 
over that day, and I fent into the room for 
U 3 . Sir 



( ^94 ) 

Sir George Beaumont. But I had like to be 
drawn into a difficulty ; for in two minut s 
out comes Mr. Finch ^ lord Guernfeys fon, to 
let me know, that my lord Comptoriy the 
fteward of this fcaft, defired, in the nairf 
of the Ciub, that I would do thern the ho- 
nour to dine with them. I fcnt my excufcs, 
adorned with about thirty compliments, and 
got off as faft as 1 could. It would have 
been a moll: improper thing for me to dine 
there, conlidering my friendship with the 
ininiftry. The Club is about a hundred and 
fifty, and near eighty of them were then 
going to dinner at two long tables in a great 
ground room. At evening I went to the 
audion of Barnard's books, and laid out 
three pounds three (hillings, but I'll go 
there no more ; and fo 1 faid once before, 
bat cow ril keep to it. I forgot to tell, that 
when I dined at Webb\ with lord Anglefea^ 
I fpoke to him of Clements^ as one recom- 
mended for a very honeft gentleman, and 
good officer, and hoped he would keep him : 
he fiid, he had not thoughts otherwife, and 
tha: he fhoul J certainly hold his place, while 
he continued to deicrve it ; and I could not 
find there had been any intentions from his 
lordfliip againft him^ But I tell you, hunny, 

the 



( ^95 ) 

the impropriety of this. A great man will 
do a favour for me, or for my friend ; but 
why fhould he do it for my friend's friend. 
Recommendations (hould flop before they 
come to that. Let any friend of mine re- 
commend one of his to me for a thing in 
my power, I will do it for his fake ; but 
to fpeak to another for my friend's friend, 
is againfl all reafon ; and I deflre you will 
underiland this, and difcourage any fuch 
troubles given me, — I hope this may do 
fome good ioClements^ it can do him no hurt; 
and I find by Mrs. Pratt^ that her hufband 
is his friend; and the bifhop oiClogher fays, 
Clements s danger is not from Pratt, but from 
fome other enemies, that think him a JVbig. 
14. I was fo bufy this morning that I 
did not go out till late. I writ to-day to 
the duke oi jirgyle, but faid nothing of Ber- 
nagef who, I believe, will not fee him till 
Spain is conquered, and that is, not at alL 
I was to-day at lord Sbelburns^ and fpoke 
to Mrs. Pratt again about Clements ; her 
hufband himfelf wants fome good offices, 
and I have done him very good ones lately, 
and told Mrs. Pratt ^ I expedled her hufband 
fhould fland by Clements in return. Sir jIn- 
drew Fountain and I dined with neighbour 
^ U 4 Van^ 
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Vanhomrigh ; he is mighty ill of an AJikma, 
and apprehends himfclf in much danger; 
'tis his own fault, that will rake and drink, 
when he is but juft crawled out of his 
grave. I will fend this letter juft now, be- 
caufe I think my half year is out for my 
lodging; and, if you pleafe, I would be^lad 
it were paid off, and fomc deal boxes made 
for my books, and kept in fome fafe place, 
I would give fomcthing for their keeping: 
but I doubt that lodging will not ferve mc 
when I come back ; I would have a larger 
place for books, and a ftable, if poflible, 
60 pray be fo kind to pay the lodging, and 
all accounts about it ; and get Mrs. Brent 
to put up my things. I would have no 
books put in that trunk where my papers 
are. If you do not think of going to the 
Bathp I here fend you a bill on Farvifol for 
twenty pounds Irijh^ out of which you will 
pay for the lodging, and fcore the reft to me. 
Do as you pleafe, and love poor Prrfto, that 
loves MD better than his life a thoufand 
p^iUions of times. Farewcl, MD^ &c. 6{;c» 
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LETTER XXI. 

London, April 14, i7ii. 

Remember, firrahs, that there are 
but nine days between the dates of my two 
former letters. I fent away my twentieth 
this moment, and now am writing on like 
a fifli, as if nothing was done. But there 
was a caufe for my hafting away the laft, for 
fear it fliould not come time enough before 
a new quarter began, I told you where I 
dined to-day, but forgot to tell you what I 
believe, that Mr. Harley will be lord trea- 
furer in a ftiort time, and other great re- 
moves and promotionjs made. This is my 
thought, fisfr. 

1 5. I was this morning with Mr. fccre- 
tary, and he is grown pretty well. I dined 
with him to-day, and drank fome of that 
wine which the great duke of Tufcany ufed 
to fend to Sir William Temple : he always 
fends fome to the chief minifters. I liked 
it mightily, but he does not; and he or- 
dered his butler to fend me a cheft of it 
to-morrow. Would to God MD had it. 
The queen is well again, and was at chapel 
to-day, &c. 

lb. I 
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16. I went with Ford into the city to- 
day, and dined with Stratford, and drank 
Tockay, and then we went to the audlion i 
but I did not lay out above twelve ihillings. 
My head is a little out of order to-night, 
though no formal fit. My lord keeper has 
fent to invite me to dinner to-morrow, aad 
you'll dine better with the dean, and God 
Hefe you. I forgot to tell you that 3rcftcr- 
day was fent me A Narrative printed, with 
all the circumftanccs of Mr. Harleys flab- 
bifig. I had not time to do it myfelf; fo . 
I fent my hints to the author of the Ata- 
lantis *, and (he has cook*d it into a fix- 
penny pamphlet, in her own ftyle, only the 
firft page is left as I was beginning it. Bet 

I was afraid of difobliging Mr. Harley or Mr. 
St. John in one critical point about it, and 
fo vTOuldnot do it myfclf. It is worth 
your reading, for the circumftanccs arc all . 
true. My cheft oi Florence was fent me 
this morning) and coft me feven and fix- 
pence to two fervants. I would give two 
guineas you had it, Gfr. 

17. I was fo out of order with my head 
this morning, that I was going to fend my 

♦ Mrs. Manley. 
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cxcufes to my lord keeper ; but however I 
got up at eleven, and vtralked there after tvi^o, 
and (laid till eight. There was Sir Thomas 
Man/el^ Prior, George Granville, and Mr. 
Cafar, and we were very merry. My head 
is flill wrong, but I have had no formal fit, 
only I totter a little. I have left o6F fbufF 
altogether. I have a noble roll of tobacco 
for gratings very good. Shall I fend it to 
MD, if (he likes that fort ? My lord keeper 
and our this day's company are to dine on 
Saturday with George Granville, and to* 
morrow I dine with lord Anglefea. 

1 8. Did you ever fee fuch a blundering 
goofccap as Trejlo ? I faw the number 2 i 
a -top, and fo I went on as if it were the 
day of the month, whereas this is but Jf^eJ^ 
n^fday the i8th. How (hall I do to blot 
and alter them ? I have made a fhift to do 
it behind, but it is a great botch. I dined 
with lord Anglefea to day, but did not go to 
jhe houfe of commons about the yarn ; my 
head w^as not well enough. I know not 
what's the matter ; it has never been thus 
before : two days together giddy from morn- 
ing till night, but not with any violence or 
pain ; and I totter a little, but can make 
(hift to walk. I doubt I muft fall to my 

pills 
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pills again : I think of going into the coun- 
try a little way. I tell you what you muft 
do henceforward : you muft inclofe your 
letters in a fair half fheet of paper, and 
direct the outfide ToErafmus Lewis, efquire, 
at my Xoxdi Dartmouth's office at Whitehall: 
for I never go to the Coffee-houfe, and they 
will grudge to take in my letters. I forgot 
to tell you that your mother was to fee 
me this morning, and brought me a flafk 
of fweat water for a prefent, admirable for 
my head ; but I fhall not fmell to it. She 
IS going to Sheen with lady Giff'arJ : fhc 
would fain fend your papers over to you, or 
give them to me. Say what you would have 
done, and it ftiall be done ; becaufe I love 
Stella y and (he is a good daughter, they fay, 
and fo is Dingley. 

19. This morning general Webb was to 
give me a vifit : he goes with a crutch and 
a ftick, yet was forced to come up two pair 
of ftairs. I promifed to dine with him, but 
afterwards fent my excufes, and dined pri- 
vately in my friend Lewis's lodgings at 
Whitehall^ with whom I had much bufinefs 
to talk of, relating to the publick and my- 
felf. Little Harrijon the Tatler goes to- 
morrow to the fecretaryfhip I got him at 

the 
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the Hague, and Mr. St. JoAn has made, him 
a prefent of fifty guineas to bear his charges. 
An't I a good friend ? Why are not you a 
young fellow, that I might prefer you ? I 
had a letter from Bernage from Kinfale : he 
tells me his commiflion for captain-lieute- 
nant was ready for him at his arrival : fo 
there are two jackanapefcs I have done with. 
My head is fomething better this evening, 
though not well. 

20. 1 was this morning with Mr. fecrc- 
tary, whofe pacquets were juft come in, and 
among them a letter from lord Peterborow 
to me : he writes fo well, I have no mind 
to anfwcr him, and fo kind, that I muft 
anfwer him. The emperor's death muft, I 
think, caufe great alterations in Europe, and, 
I believe, will haften a Peace. We reckon 
our king Charles will be chofen emperor, 
and the duke of Savoy fet up for Spain-, but 
I believe he will make nothing of it. Dr- 
Freind and I dined in the city at a printer's, 
and it has coft me two (hillings in coach- 
hire, and a great deal more this week and 
month, which has been almbft all rain, with 
now and then fun-fhine, and is the truell 
April that I have known thefe many years. 
The lime-trees in the Park are all out in 

leaves. 
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leaveSi though not large leaves yet. Wi(< 
people are going into the country; but 
many think the Parliament can hardly be 
up thefc fix weeks. Mr. Harley was with 
the queen on ^uejday. I believe certainly 
he will be jord treafurer : I have not feen 
him this week. 

21. Morning. Lord keeper, and I, and 
Prior^ and Sir Thomas Manfel have appointed 
to dine this day with George Cranville. My 
head, I thank God, is better; but to be 
giddyifli three or four days together mor- 
tified me. I take no fiiuff, and I will be very 
regular in eating little and the gentled meats. 
How does poor SteJIa juft now, with her 
Jeans and her Stoytes? Do they give you 
health for the money you lofe at ombre, .fir- 
rahi ? 'What fay you to that ? Poor Dingley 
frets to fee Stella lofe that four and eleven 
pence, t'other night. Let us rife. Morrow, 
firrahs. I will rife, fpight of your little teeth; 
good morrow.~At night. Oh, faith, you 
are little dear fancy boxes. I was juft going 
in the morning to tell you that I began to 
want a letter from MD, and in four mi- 
nutes after Mr. Ford fends me one that he 
had pickt up at St. James's Coffee- boufe -, for 
I gQ to no Coffee- boufe at all. And faith, I 

was 
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w&s glad at hem to fee it, and to (ee Stella 
fo brifk. O Lord, what pretending ? Well, 
but I won't onfwer it yet ; FU keep it for 
t'other fide. Well, we dined to-day accord* 
ing to appointment ; lord keeper went away 
at near eighty I at eight, and I believe the 
reft will be fairly fuddled : for young Har^ 
courts lord keeper's fon, began to prattle be- 
fore I came away. It will not do with 
•Priors lean carcafe. I drink little, mils my 
glafs often, put water in my wine, and go 
away before the reft, which I take to be a 
good receipt for fobriety. Let us put it 
into rhyme, and fo make a proverb ; 

Drink little at a time; 

Put water with your wine ; 

Mifs your glafs when you can; 

And go off the firfl: man. 
God be thanked, I am much better than 
I was, though fomething of a totterer, I 
ate but little to day, and of the gentleft 
meat. I refufed ham and pigeons, peafc- 
foup, ftewed beef, cold falmon, becaufc 
they were too ftrong. I take no fnufF at 
all, but fome hcrb-fnuff prefcribed by Dr. 
Radcliffe. 

Go to your deans. 

You couple of queans. 

I believe 
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I believe I faid that already. What care I ? 
what cares Prejio f 

22. Morning. I muft rife and go to the 
fecretary's. Mr. Harley has been out of 
town this week to refrefh himfclf before 
he comes into parliament. Oh, but I muft 
fife, fo there is no more to be faid; and 
fo monrrow, firrahs both. — Night* I dined 
to-day with the fecretary, who has engaged 
me for every Sunday, and I was an hour 
with him this morning deep in politicks, 
where I told him the objedions of the Oc- 
tober Cluby and he anfwered all except one, 
That no Enquiries are made into paft mil^ 
management. But indeed I believe they 
are r.ot yet able to make any : the late 
miniftry were too cunning in their rogueries, 
and fenced themfelves with an A£l of general 
Pardon. I believe Mr. Harley mult be lord 
treafurer ; yet he makes one difficulty 
which is hard to anfvver : he muft be made 
a lord, and his eftate is not large enough, 
and he is too generous to make it larger ; 
and if the minillry ihould change fbbn by 
any accident, he will be left in the fuds. 
Another difficulty is, that if he be made a 
peer, they will want him prodigioufly in^ 
the ILufe of Commoru^ of which be is the 

great 
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^rfeat mover, and after him the fecretary, and 
hardly any elfe of weight *. Two (hillings 
more to-day for coach and chair. I (hall be 
ruined. 

23. So yoil expedl an anfwfer to your let- 
ter, do you fo ? Yes, yes, ydu (hall have 
an ahfwer, you (hall, young women. I made 
a good pun ori Saturday to my lord keeper. 
After dinner we had coar(e Doiley napkins, 
fringed at each end, upon the table to drink 
with : my lord keeper fpread dne of them 
between him and Mr. Prior ; I told him I 
was glad to fee there was fuch a Fringejhip 
[Friend(hip] between Mr. Prior and hi^ lord- 
Ihip. Prior fwore it was the worft he ever* 
heard : I (aid I thought fo too ; but at the 
fame time I thought it was moft like one 
oi Stellas that ever I heard. I ditied to-day 
with lord Montjoy^ and this evening faw the^ 
Venetian amba(rador coming ffom his fifft 
publick audience. His coach wa^ the moft 
monftrous, huge, fine, rich, gilt thing that 
ever I faw. I loitered this evening, and 
came hbme late. 

24. I was this morning to vifit the du- 
chefs of Ormonde who has long defired it, 

♦ That is, among the miniftry. 

Vol. IV. X or 
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or tbreatned (he would not let me vifit hef 
daughters. I fat an hour with her» and we 
were good company, when in came die 
countefs of Bellamont^ with a por. I went 
out, and we did not know one another ^ 
yet hearing me named, fhe afk*dt What, 
is that Dr. Swift? faid, (he ^nd I were 
very well acquainted, and fell a railing a,t me 
without mercy, as a lady told me that was 
there ; yet I never was but once in the cooh* 
pany of that drab of a cou9te(s« Sir ^- 
drew Fountain and I dined with my neigh- 
bour Fan. I defign in two days, if pof« 
fible, to go lodge at Cbelfea^ for the air, and 
put myfelf under a neceffity of walking to 
and £vom, London every day. I writ this 
pod to the bi(hop of Clogber a long politick 
letter to entertain him. I am to buy (tatues 
and Uarnefe * for them, with a vepgeance. 
I have packt and fealed up MD's twelve 
letters againft I go to Cbelfea. I have put 
the Lift commiffions of MD in my account- 
book ; but if there be any former ones, I 
have forgot them. I have Dinglef^ pocket- 
book down, and Stelhi^ green (ilk apron, 
and the pound of tea i pray (end nie word 

• Farnefe. 
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i( you have any other, and down they fliall 
go. I will not anfwer your letter yet, faucy 
boxes. You are with the dean juft now, ma- 
dam Stella^ lofing your money. Why don't 
you name what number you have received ? 
You fay you have received my letters, but 
don't tell the number. 

25. I was this day dining in the city 
with very infigriificant, low, and fcurvy com- 
pany. I had a letter from the archbiftiop of 
Dublin^ with a long denial of the report 
raifed on him -f-, which yet has been fince 
aflured to me from thofe who fay they have 
it from the firft hand-j but I cannot believe- 
them. I will (hew it to the fecretary to- 
morrow. I will not anfwer yours till I get 
to Chelfea. 

26. Chelfea^ I have fent two boxes of 
lumber to my fncnd Darteneuf's houfe, and 
my cheft of Florence and other things to Mrs. 
Vanhomright where I dined to-day. I was 
this morning with the fecretary, and (hewed 
him thf archbifliop's letter, and convinced 
him of his grace's innocence, and I will do 
the fame to Mr. Uarley. I got here in the 

t See the laft Collcaion of Letters, printed for DgJ-^^ 
Jlt^ and others, No. 45. 
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ftagc-coach with Patrick and my portmantna 
for fix-pence, and pay fix (hillings a week 
for one filly Toom with confounded coarfc 
Sheets* We have had fuch a horrible deal 
of rain, that there is no walking to London^ 
and I mufl go as I came until it mends \ 
and befides the whelp has taken my lodg- 
ing as far from London as this town could 
afford, at lead half a mile further than he 
need ; but I muft be content. The beft is, 
I lodge juft over-againft Dr. Atterbwrj% 
houfe, arkl yet perhaps I (hall not like the 
place the better for that. Well, FU ftay till 
to-morrow before I anfwer your letter ; and 
you muft fuppofe me always writing at 
Chelfea from henceforward, till I alter and 
fay London. This letter goes on Saturdof^ 
which will be juft a fortnight ^ fb go and 
cheat goody Stoyte^ &c. 

27. Do you know that I fear my whole 
cheft of Florence is turned four, at leaft the 
two firll flafks were fo, and hardly drink- 
able. How plaguy unfortunate am I ! and 
the fccretary's own is the beft I ever tafted; 
and I muft not tell him, but be as thankful 
as if it were the beft in Chrijiendom. I went 
to town in the fixpenny ftage to-day, and 
hearing Mr. Harley was not at home, I 

went 
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went to fee him, becaufe I knew by the 
mcihge of his lying porter that he was at 
home. He was very well, and juft going 
. out, but made me promife to dine with 
him ; and betwixt that and indeed ftrolling 
about, I loft four pound feven {hillings at 

play: with a a — a — book- 

fcUer, and got but about half a dozen books*. 
I will buy no more books now, that's 
certain. Well, I dined at Mr. Harleys^ 
came away at fix, fliifted my gown, caflbck, 
and periwig, and walkt hither to Cbelfea, 
as I always defign to do when it is fair. I 
am heartily forry to find my rtend the fe- 
cretary ftand a little ticklifh with the reft of 
the miniftry ; there have been one or two 
difobliging things that have happened, too 
long to tell : and t'other day in parliament, 
upon a debate of about thirty-five millions 
that have not been duly accounted for, Mr. 
fecretary, in his warmth of fpeech, and zeal 
for his friend Mr. Brydges, on whom part 
of the blame was falling, faid, he did not 
know that cither Mr. Brydges or the late 
miniftry were at all to blame in this matter; 
which was very defperately fpoken, and giv- 

^ This muft have been at foine raffling for bookSf 
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ing up the whole caufe : for the chief quar- 
rel againft the late miniftry was the ill ma- 
nagement of the treafure, and was mcve 
than all the reft together. I had heard of 
this matter : but Mr. Foley beginning todif- 
courfe to-day at table, without naming Mr. 
St. John, I turned to Mr. Harley^ and (aid, 
If the late miniftry were not to blame in 
that article, he [Mr. Harley] ought to lofe 
his head for putting, the queen upon chang- 
ing them. He made it a jeft; but by fome 
words dropt, I eafily faw that they take 
things ill of Mr. St. John^ and by fome 
hints given %ie from another hand that I 
deal with, I am afraid the fecretary will not 
ftand long. This is the fate of Courts. I 
will, if 1 meet Mr. St. John alone on Sun- 
day 9 tell him my opinion, and beg him to 
fet himfclf right, elfe the confequences may 
be very bad ; for I fee not how they can 
well want him neither, and he would nudce 
^ troublefome enemy. But enough of po* 
liticks. 

28. Morning. I forgot to tfccH you that 
Mr. Harley afkt me yefttrday, How he came. 
todifobligethearchbifhbpofD»M«? Upon 
which (having not his letter about me) I 
told him what the bifhop had written to 

'me 
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me on that fubjbS *, and dkfircd I might 
read him the letter fome other time. But 
after all, from what I have heard from other 
hands, I am afraid the archbifhop Is a little 
guilty. Here is one Brtnt Spericerj a bro- 
ther of Mr. Proby Sy who affirms it, and fays 
he has leave to do fo from Charles Bering^ 
who heard the words ; and that Ingoldjhy 
abufed the archbiftiop, Qfr. Well, but now 
for your fancy lettet*: I have no room to 
anfwer it ; O yes, enough on t'other fide. 
Are you no ficker ? Stella jeers Prejio for 
not coming over by Chrijlmas -, but indeed 
Stella does not jeer but rep^ch poor poor 
PreJlo. And how can T come away, and 
the Firfi-Pruits not finifh'd ? I am of opi- 
nion the duke of Orfnond will do nothing 
in them before he goes, ^Hrhich will be in a 
fortnight, they fay; and then they muft fijll 
to me to be done in his abfencc. No, in? 
deed, I have nothing to print : you know 
they have printed the Mijhellanies already. 
Arc they on your fide yet ? If you have 
my fnuff-box. Til ht^t your ftrong box. 
Hi, does Stella take fnuff again ? or is it 
only becaufe it is a fine box? Ndt the 

* See Letter 44 in the laft Colledion of Letters, 
pritlted for DodJIey and others. 
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Meddle^ but the Medley, you fool. Yes, yes, 
a wretched thing, becaufe it is againft you 
Tories : now I think it very fine, and the 

Examiner 2^ wretched thing. Twift your 

mouth, firrah. Guifcard^ and what you will 
read in the Narrative^ I ordered to be writ- 
ten, and nothing elfe. The Spe£l^for is writ- 
ten by Steely with Addifon'^, help ; 'tis often 
yery pretty, Yefterday it was made of a 
roble hint I gave him long ago. for his T*ah 
lers^ about an Indian fuppofed to write hi^ 
gravels into England. I repent he ever ha4 
it, I intended to have written a book oa 
that fubjedt. I believe he has fpent it all ia 
one paper, and all the under-hints there are 
mine top; but I nevef fee him or Addifon. 
The queen is well, but I itzx wiH be no. 
long liver ; for I am told (he has fometimes 
the gout in her bpwe|s (I hate, the word 
bowels.) My e^r§ have been, thefe three 
months paft^ much better than any time 
thefe two years ; but now they begin to be 
a little out pf order again. My head is bet- 
ter, though not right ; but I truft to air and 
Walking. You have got my letter, but 
what number? I fuppofe 18. Well, my 
jfhin has been well this month. No, Mrs, 
Wejiley came away without her hufban^*i( 

know- 
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knpwledgp, while fhc was in the country i 
ihe faas written to me for fome tea. They 
lie; Mr. Harleys wound was very terrible : 
he had convulfions, and very nirrowly 
efcaped. The bruife was nine times worfe 
than the wound : he is weak ftilL Well, 
Brooks married; I know all that, I am^ 
fbrry for Mrs. JVclfs's eye : I hope 'tis better. 

yes, you are great walkers : but I have 
heard them fay. Much talkers. Little walk- 
ers : and I believe I may apply the old pro- 
verb to you ; If you talkt no more than you 
walkt, Thofe that think you wits would be 
baulkt. Yes, Stella fhall have^a large printed 
Bible : I have put it down arhong my com*' 
raiflions for MD. I am glad to hear you 
havp taken fh? fancy of intending to read 
the Bible. Pox take the tox ; is not it coma 
yet ? This is trufting to your young fellows, 
young women ; 'tis your fault : I thought 
you had fuch power with Sterne, that he 
would fly over Mount Atlas to fcrvc you^ 
You fay you are not fplenetick ; hut if you 
be, faith you will break poor PreJlo\^ 

1 won't fay the reft j but I vow to God, if 
I could decently come over now, I would^ 
^nd leave all fchemes of politicks and am-* 
llition for eyer^ 1 have fiot the opportunities 
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here of prcferving my health by riding, &c. 
that I have in Ireland i and the want of 
health is a great cooler of making ones 
court. You guefs right about my being bit 
with a direction from Walls^ and the letter 
from MD; I believe I defcribed it in one 
of my laft. This goes to-night ; and I 
muft now rife and walk to town, and walk 
back in the evening. God Almighty blefs 
and prcferve poor MD. Farewel. 

Oh faith, don't think, fancy nofes, that 
111 fill this third fide : I can't flay a letter 
above a fortnight : It muft go then ; ' and 
yoo would rather fee a fhort one like this, 
than want it a week longer. 

My humble fervice to the dean, and Mrs. 
Walls, and good kind hearty Mrs. Stojte^ 
and honefl: Catherine. 
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LETTER XXII. 

Chelfea, April 289 1711. 

^^T night. I fay at night, becaufe I fi- 
nifhed my twenty-firft ^is morning here, 
and put it into the poft-office my own felf, 
like a good boy. I think I am a little be- 
fore you now, young women : I am wri- 
ting my twenty-fecond, and have received 
your thirteenth. I got to town between 
twelve and one, and put on my new gown 
and periwig, and dined with lord Abercom^ 
where I had not been fincc thft marriage 
of his fon lord Feajley^ who has got tea 
thoufand pound with a wife. I am now a 
country gentleman. I walked home as I 
went, and am a little weary, and am got 
into bed : I hope in God the air and excr- 
cife will do me a little good. I have been 
enquiring about ftatues for Mxs.jijhe: I 
made lady Abercorn go with me ; and will 
fend them word next poft to Chgber. I hate 
to buy for her : Tm fure fhe'U maunder* 
i am going to ftudy. 

29. I had a charming walk to and from 
town to-day : I wa(hed, fhaved and all, 
and changed gown and periwig, by half 

an 
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ta hour after nine, and went to the fccrc- 
tary, who told me how he had differed with 
his friends in parliament: I apprehended 
f this divifion, and told him a great deal of 
it. I went to Court, and there leveral men. 
tioned it to m? as what they much difliked. 
I dined with the fecretary ; and we propofed 
doing fome bufinefs of importance in the 
afternoon^ which he broke to me firft, and 
faid how he and Mr. Harley were convinced 
of the neccflity of it; yet he fuffered one- 
of his under-fecretaries to come upon us 
after dinner, who flaid till fix, and fo no- 
thing was done : and what care I ? he (hall- 
fend to me the next time, and aflc twice. 
To-morrow I go to the eledHon at Weftmin- 
fier-Jchooly where lads are chofen for the JJnu 
njerftty : they fay 'tis . a fight, and a great 
trial of wits. Our Expedition Fleet is but 
juft failed : I believe it will come to nothing. 
Mr. fecrctary frets at their tedioufnefs ; but 
hopes grgat. things from it, though he owns 
fpur or five princes are in the fecret ; and, 
for that reafon, I fear it is no fecret to 
France. There are eight regiments ; and 
the admiral is your iValkers brother the 
midwife, 

30. Morn* 
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36. Morn. I am here in a pretty pickle : 
it rains hard ; and the cunning natives of 
Chelfea have outwitted me, and taken up 
all the three ftage coaches. What fhall I 
do ? I mud go to town : this is your fault. 
I can't walk : FU borrow a coat. This is 
the blindiide of my lodging out of town ; 
I mud expedt fuch inconveniencies as theic. 
Faith rU walk in the rain. Morrow.— —At 
night. I got a gentleman's chaife by chance^ 
and fo went to town for a (hilling, and lie 
this night in town. I was at the eledtion 
of lads at Wejiminfier to-day, aad a very 
filly thing it is ; but they fay there will be 
fine doings to-morrow. I dined with Dr. 
Freind^ the fecond mafter of the fchool, 
with a dozen parfons and others : Prior 
would make me flay. Mr. Harley is to hear 
the election to-morrow ; and we are all to 
dine with tickets, and hear fine fpeeches. 
'Tis terrible rainy weather again : I lie at a 
friend's in the city. 

May I . I wifh you a merry May-day^ and 

a thoufiind more. I was baulkt at Wejimin^ 

Jier } I cami too late : I heard no fpeeches 

nor verfes. They would not let me in to 

their dining place for want of a ticket; 

and 
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thd I would not fend in for odc» becaafe 

Mr. Harley excufed his coming, and ^Ur^ 

hury was not there i and I cared not for the 

reft : and io my friend Lennis and I dined 

with Kitt Mufgravey if you know fbch a 

man : and> the weather mending, I walked 

gravely home this evening ; and io I defign 

to walk and walk till I am well : I ^cy 

myfelf a little better already. How does 

poor. ^teUa ? Dingley is well enough. Go, 

get you gone, naughty girU you are well 

enough. O dear i)/Z>, contrive to have fome 

fliare of the country this fpring : go to Fvh 

glafs^ or Donnybrook^ or Clogher^ or KUlak^ 

ox Lowtb. Have you got your box yet? 

Yes, yes. Don't write to me again till this 

letter goes : I muft make hafte, that I may 

write two for one. Go to the Bath : I 

hope you are now at the Batb^ if you had 

a mind to go ; or go to Wenford : do ibme- 

thing for your living. Have you given up 

my lodging according to order ? I have had 

juH: now a compliment from dean Atttr^ 

bury'% lady, to command the garden and 

library, and whatever the houfe affords. I 

lodge juft over againft them \ but the deaa 

is in town with his convocation : fo I have 

my 



( ^9 ) 

my dean and prolocutor as well as yoa, 
young women, though he has not fo good 
wine, nor fo much meat 

2. A fine day, but begins to grow a little 
warm ; and that makes your little fat Pre/ia 
fweat in the forehead. Pray, are not the 
fine buns fold here in our town ; was it not 
Rrrrrrrrrare Cbelfea Buns? I bought one 
to-day in my walk ;. it cod me a penny ; it 
was ilale, and I did not Uke it, as the man 
faid, Gft:. Sir Andrew Fountain and 1 dined 
at Mrs. Vafibomrigb's ; and had a flafk of my 
Florence, which lies in their cellar j and fo I 
came home gravely, and faw nobody of 
> confequence to-day. I am very eafy here, 
nobody plaguing me in a morning; and 
Patrick faves many a fcore lies. I fe'nt over 
to Mrs. Atterbury, To know whether I 
might wait on her ? but (he is gone a vifit- 
ing : we have exchanged fomc compli- 
mfiuts, but I have not feen her yet. We 
have no news in our town. 

3* 1 did not go to town to-day, it was &k 
terrible rainy ; nor have I ftirred out of my 
room till eight this evening; when I crod 
the way to fee Mrs. Atterbury^ and thank 
her for her civilities. She would needs 
fend m^ ibme veal, and fmali beer, and ale, 

to-day 
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to-day at dinner ; and I have lived a Iciirvyj 
dull, fplenetick day, for want of MD : I 
often thought how happy I could have been^ 
had it rained eight thoufand times more^ 
if MD had been with a body. My lord 
Rocbejler is dead this morning ; they fay 
at one o'clock ; and 1 hear he died fuddenly. 
To-morrow I (hall know more. He is a 
great lofs to us : I cannot think who will 
fucceed him as lord prefident. I have been 
writing a long letter to lord Peterborow^ and 
am dull. 

4. I dined to-day at lord Sbelburris^ where 
lady Kerry made me a prefent of four India 
handkerchiefs, which I have a mind to keep 
for little MD, only that I had rather, Gff. 
I have been a mighty handkerchief-monger, 
and have bought abundance of fnufF ones 
fince I have left off taking fnufF. And I 
am refolved, when I come over, MD (hall 
be acquainted with lady Kerry : we have 
ftruck up a mighty friendfbip; and (he has 
much better fenfe than any other lady of 
your country. We are almoft in love with 
one another: but fhe is moft egregioufly 
ugly ; but perfectly well bred, and govern- 
able as I pleafe. I am refolved, when I 
conie, to keep no company but MD : yoa 
2 know 
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know 1 kept my refolutlon lafl time ; and» 
except Mr. Addifon^ converfed with none 
but you and your club of deans and Stoytes. 
*Tis three weeks, young women, fince I 
had a letter from you ; and yet, methinks, 
I would not have another for five pound till, 
11 this is gone ; and yet I fend every day to the 
Cqffee-ioufe^ and 1 would fain have a letter, 
and not have a letter : and I don't know 
. what, nor I don't know how, and this goes 
on very flow ; 'tis a week to-morrow fince I 
began it. 1 am a poor country gentleman, 
and don't know hovf the world paffes. Do 
you know that every fyllable I write 1 hold 
my lips juft for all the world as if I were 
talking in our own little language to MD. 
Faith, I am very filly j but I can't help it for 
my life. I got home early to-night. My 
folicitors, that ufed to ply me every morn- 
ing, knew not where to find me ; and I am 
fo happy not to h;:ar Patrick, Patrick^ called 
a hundred times every morning. But I 
lookt backward, and find I have faid this 
before. What care I ? go to the dean, and 
loaft the oranges. 

5. I dined to-day with my friend Lewis^ 

and we were deep in politicks how to fave 

the prefent miniftry; for I aoi afraid of 

Vol. IV. y Mr. 
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Mr. Secretary, as I believe I told ybvt. I 
wc^it in the evening to fee Mr. Harley ; and, 
upon my word, I was in perfcdl joy. Mr. 
fecrctary was juft going out of the door> 
but 1 made him come back, and there was 
the old Saturday Clui, lord keeper, lord 
Rivers f Mr. fecrctary, Mr. Harley and I; 
the firft time fince his ftabbing. Mr. fc- 
cretary went away -, but I ftaid till nine, 
and made Mr. Harley fhew mc his breaft, 
and tell all the ftory : and I (hewed him 
the archbifliop of DubUn'% letter, and de- 
fended him efFcdually. We were all in 
mighty good humour. Lord keeper and I 
left them together, and I walkt here after 
nine two miles, and I found a parfbn drunk 
fighting with a feaman, and Patrick and I 
were fb wife to part them,' but the feaman 
followed him to C&elfea, curling at him, 
and the parfon flipt into a hoirfe, and I 
know no more. It mortified me to fee a 
man in my coat fo overtaken. A prttty 
fcene for one that juft came from fitting 
Xvith the prime minifters : I had no money 
in my pocket, and fo could not be robbed. 
However, nothing but Mr. Harley fhall 
make me take fuch a journey again. Wc 
don't yet know who will be prcfidcnt in lord 

Rocbejier'% 
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Rocbejler'% room. I mearurcd, and found 
that the penknife would have killed Mr. 
Harley^ if it had gone but half the breadth 
of my thiimb-nail lower j^ *fo near was he to 
death. I was fo curious to afk him what 
were his though tis, while they were carry- ^ 
ing hini home in ,the chair. He faid, h(t 
concluded himfelf a dead man. He will 
hot allow that Guijiard g^ve him the fecond 
ftab, though niy lord keeper, who is blind, 
and I that was not there, are pofitive in it. 
He wears a plainer flill as broad as half a 
brown; Smoak how wide the lines are, but 
faith I don't do it oil purpofe ; but I have 
changed my fide in this new Cbelfea bed, 
and I don't know how^ methinks> but it 
is fo titifit> and fo aukWard> never faw tha 
like. 

6. Ybti miift: remember to irtclofe your 
letters in a fair paper, and diredt the outiide 
thus } To Erafmus Leivis^ Efq; at my lord 
Dartmouth'^ office at Whitehall \ I faid &> be- 
fore, but it may mifcarry you know, yet I 
think none of my letters did ever mifcarry ; 
faith I think never one ; among all the {iri^ 
vateers and the ftorms : oh faith, my letters 
are too good to be loft. Af/)'s letters may 
tarry, but never mifcarry, as the oM woman 
Y 2 ufed 
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ufed to fay. And indeed, how (hould they 
mifcarry, when they never come before their 
time ? It was a terrible rainy day ; yet I 
made a (hift to fteal fair weather over head 
enough to gp and come in. I was early 
with the fecretary, and dined with him af- 
terwards. In the morning I began to chide 
him, and tell him my fears of his proceed- 
ings. But Arthur Moore came up and re- 
lieved him. But I forgot, for you never 
heard of Arthur Moore. But when I get Mr. 
Harley alone, I will know the bottom. You 
will have Dr. Raymond over before this let- 
ter, and what care you ? 

7. I hope, and believe my walks every 
day do me good. I was bufy at home, and 
fet out late this morning, and dined with 
Mrs. Vanhomrigh^ at whofc lodgings I al- 
ways change my gown and periwig. I vi- 
iitcd this afternoon, and among others, poor 
Biddy Floyd, who is very red, but I believe 
won't be much marked. As I was coming 
home 1 met Sir George Beaumont in the Pall^ 
malU who would needs walk with me as far 
as Buckingham houfe. I was telling him of 
my head ; he faid he had been ill of the 
fame diforder, and by all means forbid mc 
bohea tea; which he faid always gave it 

him; 
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him ; and that Dr. Radcliffe faid it was very 
bad. Now I had obferved the fame thing, 
and have left it off this month, having found 
my felf ill after it fcveral times ; and I men- 
tion it, that Stella may confider it for her 
own poor little head : a pound lies ready 
packt up and dire^ed for Mrs. JValls^ to be 
fent by the firft convenience. Mr. fecrctary 
told me yefterday, that Mr. Harley would 
this week be lord trcafurer and a peer, fo I 
expedl it every day ; yet perhaps it may not 
be 'till Parliament is up, which will be in 
a fortnight. 

8, I was to-day with the duke of Ormondy 
and recommended to him the care of poor 
^Qe Beaumant, who promifes me to do him 
all judice and favour, and give him en- 
couragement ; and defired I would give a 
memorial to Ned Southwell about it, which 
I will, and fo tell Joe when you fee him, 
though he knows it already by a letter I 
writ to Mr. JVarbiirton *. It was bloody ^ 
hot walking to-day. I dined in the city, 
and went and came by water; and it rained 
fo this evening again, that I thought I 
ihould hardly be able to gCt a dry hour to 

♦ Pr, Swift's curate at Lanhcy, 

Y3 wal\ 
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walk home in. I'll fend to-morrow to the 
CoffeC'houfe for a letter from MD ; but \ 
would not have one methinks^ 'till this is 
gone, as it (hall on Saturday. I vifited the 
duchcfs of Ormond this morning ; (he docs 
not go over with the duke, i fpoke to her 
to get a lad touched for the evil, the fon of 
a grocer in Capd-Jireetj one Bell^ the ladies 
have bought fugar and plumbs^of him. Mrs. 
Mary ufed to go there often. This is Pa^, 
trick's account ; and the poor fellow has 
been here fome months with his boy. But 
the queen has not been able to touqh, and 
it now grovvs fo warm, I fear flic will not at 
all. Go, go, go to the dean's, and let him 
carry you to DofinyArooi, and cut aiparagus. 
Has Paruifal fent you any this year -f ? I 
cannot fleep in the beginnings of the nightS) 
the heat or fomething hinders me, and I am 
drowfy in the mornings. 

9. Dr. Fr€ih4 came this morning to vifit 
Atterbury% lady and children as phyfician, 
3nd perfuaded me to go With him to town 
in his chariot. He tojd me he had been an 
hour before with Sir CholmleyDering^ Charles 
perings nephew, and head of that family 

t From Dr. Swiff z garden at Laracmr. 

in 
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in Kent J for which be i$ knight of the ihire. 
He faid he left him dying of a piftol-fliot 
quite through the body, by one Mr. Tborn^ 
bill. They fought at fvvord and piftol this 
morning in Tuttk-Jields^ their piftols fo near, 
that the muzzles touched. Thornbill dif- 
charged firft, and Dering having received 
the (hot, difcharged his piftol as he was 
/ailing, fo it went into the air. The ftory 
of this qwarrel is long. Tbornhill had loft 
£r^a teeth by a kick in the mouth from 
Dering^ who had firft knocked him down j 
this w^as .above a fortnight ago. Bering 
was next week to be married to a fine young 
iady« Tbis m^k&s a noiie here, but you 
won't value it. Well, Mr. Harley^ lord 
keeper^ and on,c or two more are to be made 
Jdrds jn>mediately ; their pajents are now 
pafliog, and I read the preamble to Mr. 
HarJef^ full of hj^ pr^s. Lewis and I 
dined with Fordi I found tfce wine; two 
ilafks of my Floreuf^y and two bottles of fix 
that Dr. Raymond fent me of frcnch wine ; 
he fent it to me to drink with Six RoI?ert 
Raymmd^ jand Mr. /Zi^r^'s brother, whom 
I iiad introduced him to; but they never 
could find time to come; and now 1 have 
Y4 Ic^S 
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left the town, and it i$ too late. 'Rayimni 
will think it a cheat. What care I, firrab ? 

10. Pfhawy pfliaw. Patrick brought me 
four letters to-day; from DiJIy at Batb\ 
Joe-, Parvifoli and what was the fourdi, 
who can tell ? Stand away, who'll guefs ? 
Who can it be ? You old man with a ftick, 
can you tell who the fourth is from ? Ifs, 
an pleafe your honour, it is from one Ma-* 
dam MD, Number Fourteen. Well; but 
I can't fend this away now, becaufc it was 
here, and I was in town, but it (hall go 
on Saturday^ and this is T!hurfday nighty and 
it will be time enough for Wexford. Take 

^ my method : I write here to Parvifol to lend 
Stella twenty pound, and to take her note 
promiflary to pay it in half a year, Gfr. You 
Ihall fee, and if you want more, let me 
know afterwards ; and be fure my money 
fhall be always paid conflantly too. Have 
you been good or ill houfe^Vi^^es pray ? 

1 1 . ^oe has written to me to get him a 
collcdlor's place, nothing lefs ; he fays all 
the world knows of my great intimacy with 
Mr. Uarlry^ and that the fmalleft word to 
him will do. This is the conftant cant of 
•puppies who are at a diftance, and ft ringers 

to 
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to Courts and miriiftcrs. My anfwer is this ; 
which pray fend ; That I am ready to fcrve 
Joe, as far as I can ; that I have fpokcn to 
the duke of Ormond about his money, as I 
writ to Warburton ; that for the particular 
he mentions, it is a work of tinxe, which 
I cannot think of at prefent. But if acci- 
dents and opportunities (hould happen here- 
after, I woul4 not be wanting ; that I know 
beft how far my credit goes ; that he i% at 
diilance, and cannot judge; that I would be 
glad to do him good \ and \i Fortune throws 
an opportunity in my way, I ftiall not be 
wanting. This is my anfwer ; which you 
may fend or read to him. Pray contrive 
that Parvifol may not run away with my 
two hundred pound, but get Burton's * note, 
and let the money be returned me by bill. 
Don't laugh, for I will be fufpicious. Teach 
Parvifol to inclofe, aixi dircdl the outfide to 
Mr. Lnvis. I will anfwer your letter in 
my next, only what I take notice of here 
excepted. I forgot to tell you, that at the 
court of requefts to-day 1 could not find 
a dinner I liked, and it grew late, and 1 
dined with Mrs. Vanbmnrigby &c. 

* Burton^ a banjccr in Dublin. 

J 2. Morning. 
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12. Morning. I will finifli this letter 
before I go to town, becaufe I ftiall be bufy, 
and have neither time' nor place there. Fare- 
wel, &f. &c. 

LETTER XXIII. 

Cbelfea, May i2, 1711. 

A S E N T you my twenty-fccond this after^r 
noon in town. I dined with Mr. HarUy and 
the old club, lord Rivers, lord keeper, and 
Mr. fecretary. They rallied me lail week« 
and faid I muft have Mr. St. Jobn*s leave, 
fp I writ to him yefterday, that forefeeing I 
fhoiild never dipe again with Sir Stmen Har- 
court, knight, and Ro^rt Barley, cfij; I was 
rcfolved to do it to-day. The jeft is, that 
before Saturday next we cxpc^ they will 
be lords : for Mr. Harley'^ patent is drawing 
ta be earl of Oxford: Mr. fecretary and I 
came awly at feven, and he brought me to 
our town's end in his coach i ib I loft my 
walk. St. Jobri read my letter to ^hc com- 
pany, which was all raillery, and paft 
purely. 

13. It rained all laft night and this morn- 
ing as heavy as lead ; but I juft got fair 
weather to walk to town bcfprd church. 

The 
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f he roadU arc all over in deep puddle. The 
fiay of our town is almoft fit to be mowed. 
I went to Court after church (as I always 
do on Sundays) and then dined with Mr. 
iecretary, who has engaged me for every 
Sunday ;, and poor MD dined at home upon 
a bit of veal, and a pint of vvine. Is it not 
plaguy infipid to tell you every day where J 
dine s yet now I have got into the way of it, 
I cannot forbear it neither. Indeed, Mr. 
Prtjloy you had better go anfwer MD's 
letter, N. 14. Til anfwer it when I pleafe, 
Mr. DoStar. What's that you fay ? The 
Court was very full this morning, expeding 
Mr. Harky would be declared earl oiOxford^ 
and have the treafurcr*s ftaff. Mr. Harley 
never comes to Court at all ; fomebody there 
afkt me the reaibn ; Why, faid I, the lord 
of Oxford knows. He always goes to the 
queen by the back ftairs. I was told for 
certain, your jackanapes, lord Sautry, was 
dead, QZ^X?i\v\ Canmiock aflurcd me fo; and 
now he's alive again, they fay; but that 
ihan*t do : he (hall be dead to me as long as 
be lives. Dick ^igbe and 1 meet and nevet 
ftir our hats. I am refolved to miftake him 
for fVkhen'ngton, the little nafty lawyer ^at 
came op to me fo fternly at the Cafile the 

day 
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day I left Ireland. Til afk the gentteman I 
faw walking with him, how long fVitber* 
ington has been in town. 

14. I went to town to-day by water. The 
hail quite difcouragcd me from walking, 
and there is no Ihade in the greateft part of 
the way : I took the firft boat ; and had a 
footman my companion ; then I went again 
by water, and dined in the city with a prin- 
ter, to whom I carried a pamphlet in ma- 
nufcript, that Mr. fecretary gave me. The 
printer fent it to the fecretary for his appro- 
bation, and he defired me to look it over, 
which I did, and found it a very fcurvy 
piece. The reafon I tell you fo, is becaufc 
it was done by your parfon ^ap^ Scrap, Flap, 
(what d'ye call him) Trap, your chancel- 
lor's chaplain. 'Tis called A CbaraSler of 
the prcfent fet of Whigs, and is going to be 
printed, and no doubt the author will take 
care to produce it in Ireland. Dr. Freind 
was with me, and pulled out a two-penny 
pamphlet juft publiftied, called The State 
of Wit^ giving a character of all the papers 
that have come out of late. The author 
feems to be a Whigy yet he fpeaks very 
highly of a paper called the Examiner, and 
fays the fuppofed author of it is Dr. Swft. 

But 
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But above all things he praifes the Tatlen^ 
and SpeSlators ; and I believe Steele and Ad- 
difon w?re privy to the printing of it. Thus 
is one treated by thefe impudent dogs. And 
that villain Curl has fcrapcd up fome trafli, 
and calls it Dr. Swiffs milccUanies, with 
the name at large : and I can get no fatif- 
fadlion of him. Nay, Mr. Harley told me 
he had read it» and only laughed at me be- 
fore lord keeper, and the reft. Since I came 
home I have been fitting with the prolocu- 
tor, dean Atterbury^ who is my neighbour 
over the way ; but generally keeps in town 
with his convocation. 'Tis late, ^c. 

15. My walk to town to-day was after 
ten, and prodigioufly hot : I dined with lord 
Sbelburn^ and have defired Mrs. Pratt ^ who 
lodges there, to carry over Mrs. Walls''^ tea ; 
I hope (he will do it, and they talk of 
going in a fortnight. My way is this; I 
leave my beft gown and periwig at Mrs. 
Vanhomrigl)%^ then walk up the Pall mall^ 
through the ParK out at BuchngAam-houltf 
and fo to Cbelfea a little beyond the Church : 
I fct out about fun-fet, and get here in fome- 
thing lefs than an hour; it is two good 
miles and juft five ihoufand fevcn hundred 
and forty-eight fteps ; fo there is four miles 

a day 
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a day Walking, without reckoning what I 
walk while I flay in town. When I pafs 
the Mall in the evening it is prodigious to 
fee the number of ladies walking there; 
and I always cry ftiame at the ladies of Irt^ 
knd^ who never walk at all* as if their 
legs were of no ufe, but to be laid afidi. I 
have been now almoft three weeks here, and 
I thank God, am much better in my head> 
if it does but continue, t tell you what, 
if* I was with you, when we went to Stisjti 
at Donnybf'ook^ we would only take a coach 
to the hither end of Stephen' s-Green^ and 
from thence go every ftep on foot, yes faithi 
every ftep ; it would do : DD * goes as well 
as Prejio. Every body tells me I look bet- 
ter already; for faith I lookt fadly, that's 
certain* My breakfaft is milk porridge: I 
don't love it, faith I hate it* but 'tis cheap 
and wholefome ; and I hate to be obliged 
to either of thofe qualities for any thing. 

16. I wonder why PreJlo will be fb te* 
dious in anfwering AfD's letters; becauft 
lie would keep the beft to the laft, I fup- 
pofe. Well, Prefto mltft be huMoured, it 
muft be as he will have it, or there will ht 

* In this pafTagc DD fignlfies both Dingle^ and SuUi* 
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an old to do. Dead with heat, are not yott 
very hot? My walks make my forehead 
, fweat rarely ; fometimes my morning jour- 
ney 18 by water, as it was to-day with one 
parfon Richardforij who came to fee me, on 
his going to Ireland-, and with him I fend 
Mrs. Walls % tea, and three books I got 
from the lords of the treafury for the C(?A 
lege ^-. I dined with lord Shelburn to-day i 
lady Kerry and Mrs^ Pratt are going like-* 
wife for Ireland. — Lord I forgot, I dined 
with Mr. Prior to-day, at his houfe, with 
dean Atterbury and others j and came home 
pretty late, and I think I'm in a fuzz, and 
don't know what I fiiy, never faw the like. 

17. Sterne came here by water to fee me 
this morning, and I went back with him to 
his boat. He tells me, that Mrs. Bdgwortb 
married a fellow in her journey to Cbejler*, 
£0 I believe (he little thought of any body's 
box but her own. I defired Sterne to give 
me direftions where to get the box inCbeJier^ 
which he fays he will to-morrow, and I will 
write to Richard/on to get it up there as he 
goes by, and whip it over. It is direded 
to Mrs. Curry : you muft caution her of it, 

t The Univcrfity of DuUin. 
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and (lefire hei" to fend it you when it come§^ 
Sterne fays Jepnmy Leigh loves Lond'Tt migh-* 
tily; that makes him ftay fb long, I be<^ 
licve, and not Sterner bufinefs, which Mr. 
Harley\ accident has put much backward. 
We cxpeft now every day that he will be 
carl of Oxford and lord treafurer. His pa- 
tent is pafling ; but they fay, lord keeper's 
not yet, at Icaft his fon, young HarcourU 
told me fo t'other day. 1 dined to-day pri- 
vately with my friend Lewis at his lodgings 
at Whitehall. T'other day at Whitehall I 
met a lady of my acquaintance, whom I 
had not feen before (ince 1 came to England-^ 
we were mighty glad to fee each other, and 
fhe has engaged me to vifit her, as I deiign 
to do. It is one Mrs. Colledge \ fhe has 
lodgings at Whitehall^ having been feam- 
ftrcfs to king William^ worth three hundred 
a year. Her father was a fanatick joiner, 
hanged for treafon in Shaftjburys plot. This 
noble perfon and I were brought acquainted, 
fome years ago, by lady Berkeley. I love 
good creditable acquaintance : I love to be 
the worft of the company : I am not of 
thofc that fay. For want of company wcl* 
come trumpery. I was^this evenmg with 
lady Kerry and Mrs. Pratt at Vauxhall^ to 

hear 
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hear tbe dightiiigals ; but they are almoft 
pail ^Dging. 

1 8. I was hunting the fecretary to-day ia 
vain about fbme bufinefs, and dined with 
colonel Crowe, late governor of Barbadoes, 
and your friend Sterne was the third : he is 
ycry kind to Sterne^ and helps him in his 
bufine&^^which lies afleep till Mr« Harley id 
lord treafurer, becaufe nothing of moment 
is now done in the treafury, the change 
being expeded every day. I fat with dean 
After bury till one o'clock after I came home; 
fo 'tis late, CSc. 

19. Do you know that about our town 
we are mowing already and making hay, 
and it fmells fo fweet as we walk through 
the flowery meads; but the hay-making 
nymphs are perfeA drabs, nothing fo clean 
and pretty as further in the country. There 
is a mighty increafe of dirty wenches in 
flraw-hats £ince I knew London. I flaid aC 
home till £ve o'clock, and dined with dean 
Atterbury I then went by water to Mr. 
Harley s^ where the Saturday Club was met, 
with the addition of the duke oi Sbrewjbury. 
I whifpered lord Rivers^ that I did not like 
to fee a ftranger among us ; and the rogue 
told it aloud : but Mr. fecretary faid. The 

Vox. IV. Z duke 
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duke writ to have leave; fo I appeared fa* 
tFsficd, and fo we laughed. Mr. fecretary 
told mc the duke oi Buckingham had been 
talking to him much about me, and dcfired 
my acquaintance. I anfwered, Jt could not 
be ; for he had not made fufficient advances* 
Then the duke of Skrewjbury faid, he 
thought that duke was not ufcd to make 
advances. I faid» I could not help that; 
for I always expeded advances in propor- 
tion to men's quality, and more from a 
duke than other men. The duke replied, 
that he did not mean any thing of his qua- 
lity ; which was handfbmely faid enough ; 
for he meant his pride : and I have invented 
a notion to believe that nobody is proud. 
At ten all the company went away; and 
from ten till twelve Mr. Hurley and I fat 
together, where we talked through a great 
deal of matters I had a mind to fettle with 
him, and then walked, in a fine moon-fhine 
night, to Cbelfea^ where I got by one. Lord 
Rivers conjured me not to walk fo late ; but 
I would, becaufe I had no other way ; but I 
had no money to lofe. 

20. By what lord keeper told me laft 
night, I find he will not be made a peer 
^ foon ; but Mr. Harlef^ patent for carl of 

Oxford 
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t)xford is now drawing, and will be dont' 
in three days. We made him own ity 
which he did fcurvily, and then talkt of it 
like the reft. Mr. fecrctary had too much 
company with him to-day ; fo I came away 
foon after dinner. I give no man liberty to 
fwcar or talk b — dy, and I found fomc of 
them were in conftraint, fo I left them td 
themfelves. I wi(h you a merry Whitfuntidei 
and pray tell mc how you pafs away your 
time : but faith, you are going to Wexford^ 
and I fear this letter is too late ; it (hall go 
on Tburfday^ and fooner it cannot, I have fo^ 
much bufmefs to hinder 'me anfwering 
yours. Where muft- I direft in^your ab- 
fence ? Do you quit your lodgittgs ? 

2 1 . Going to town this mornirig, I met 
in the Pall-mall a clergyman pf Ireland^' 
^hom I love very well and was glad to fee/ 
and with him a little jackanapes of Ireland 
too, who married Nanny Swift y uncle Adanis' 
daughter, one Perry-, perhaps you may hava 
heard of him. His wift has fcnt hini here 
to get a place from Lownds ; becaufe my 
uncle and Lowudi married two fillers, and 
Low'nds is a great man here in the treafury ; 
but by good luck I have no acquaintance 
*^ich him : however, he expedled I (hould- 
Z ^ be 
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be his friend to Lownds, and one word of 
mine, &c. the old cant. But I will not ga 
two yards to help him. I dined with Mrs. 
Vanhomngh^ where I keep my beft gown 
and periwig to put on when I come to 
town and be a fpark. 

22. I dined to-day in the city, and com* 
ing home this evening, I met Sir Tiomas 
Manfel and Mr. Lewis in the Park. Lrwis 
whifpered me, that Mr. Harlefs patent for 
carl of Oxford was pafled in Mr. fecrctary 
St. Johns office ; fo to-morrow or next day 
I fuppofc he will be declared earl of Ox- 

fordy and have the ftafF. This man has 
grown by perfecutions, turnings out, and 
{tabbing. What waiting, and crowding,, 
and bowing, will be at his levee ? j^t, if 
human nature be capable of fo muck con- 
ftancy, I (hould believe he will be the fame 
man ilill, bating the neceiTary forms of gran- 
deur he mud keep up. 'Tis late, iirrahs,. 
and I'll go deep.. 

23. Morning. I fate up late laft nighty 
and waked late to-day; but will now an* 
fwer your letter in bed before I go to towa^ 
and I will fend it to-morrow ; for perhaps 
you mayn't go fo foon to Wexford. — No,, 
you are not out in your number y the laft 

wa» 
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Was Number 14, and (o I told you twice or 
thrice ; will you never be fatisfied ? What 
Jliall we do for poor Stella ? Go to Wex-' 
Jordy for God's fake : I wifti you were to 
walk there by three miles a day, with a 
good lodging at every mile's end. Walking 
has done me fo much good, that I cannot but 
prefcribc it often to poor Stella. Parvifol 
has fent me a bill for fifty pounds, which 
I am forry for, having not written to himt 
for it, only mentioned it two months ago ; 
but I hope he will be able to pay you what 
I have drawn upon him for : he never fent 
me any fum before but one bill of twenty 
pounds, half a year ago. You arc welcome 
as my blood to every farthing I have in the 
world ; and all that grieves me is, I am 
not richer, for j/lfJO's fake, as hope faved, 
I fuppofe you give up your lodgings when 
you go to fTexfbrd; yet that will be incon- 
venient too: yet I widi again you were 
under a neceffity of rambling the country 
until Michaelmas t faith. No, let them keep 
the (helves, with a pox ; yet they are ex- 
acting people about thofe four weeks, or 
Mrs. Brent may have the fhelves, if (ho 
pleafe. 1 am obliged to your dean for bis 
kind offer of lending me money. Will that 
Z 3 be 
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tc enough to fay ? A hundred people would 
lend me money, or to any m:^j! who has not 
thjc reputation of n T. -n. icrer. O faith, I 
^ould be ..icul to be ir, the fame kingdom 
witli MD, however, ,al. hough you were at 
fp'^exfcriL But I am kept here by a moft 
papricious fate, which I would break through, 
if I could do it with decency or honour. — 
To return without fome mark of diftindricn, 
ivould look extremely little ; and I would 
Jikewife gladly be fomewhat richer than I 
am. I will fay no more, but beg you to 
be caiy, till Fortune take her courfc, and to 
j>elieve that MDs felicity is the great end I 
dim at in all my purfuits. And fb let u$ 
talk no more on this fubjeft, which makes 
tne melancholy, and that I would fain di- 
vert. Believe me, no man breathing at 
prefent has Icfs (hare of happinefs in life 
than 1 : I do not fay I am unhappy at all, 
but that every thing here is taftelcfs to me 
for want of Ijeing as I would be. And (o^ 
« fliort figh, and no more of this. Well, 
jLQuie and let's fee what's next, young wo- 
men. Pox take Mrs. Edgworib and Stemt : 
I will tajce fome methods about that box. 
What orders would you have^me give aboat 
fbe jjii^vlre ? Can't you do with it as if it 
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were your own ? No, I hope Manley will 
keep his place ; for I hear nothing of Sir 
Thomas Fra7ikland's lofing his. Send no- 
thing under cover to Mr. Addifon^ but to 
Erafmus Lewis ^ Efq; at my lord Dartmouth's 
office at Whitehall. Diredt your outfidc fo. 
—Poor dear Stella^ don't write in the dark, 
nor in the light neither, but did:ate to Ding- 
ley; {he is a naughty healthy girl, and may 
drudge for both. Arc you good company 
together ? and don't you quarrel too often ? 
Pray, love one another, and kifs one another 
juft now, as Dinghy \s reading this ; for you 
quarrelled this morning juft after Mrs. M^r- 
get had poured water on Stellas head: I 
heard the little bird fay fo. Well, 1 have 
anfwered' every thing in your letter that re- 
quired it, and yet the fecond iide is not full. 
I'll come home at night, and fay more; 
and to-morrow this goes for certain. Go, 
get you gone to your own chambers, and 
let Pnjlo rife like a modeft gentleman, and 
walk to town. I fancy I begin to fwcat lefs 
in the forehead by conftant walking than I 
ufed to do ; but then I fhall be fo fun-burnt, 
the ladies won't like me, Come, let me 
rife, firrahs. Morrow. — At night, I dined 
with Ford lo-day at his lodgings^ ^d I found 
Z 4 wine 
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wine put of my own cellar, fbme of taf 
own chcft of the great doke's wine: it 
begins^ toturm They fay wine witfi you in 
Ireland is half a crown a bottle. *Tis as 
Stella fays, nothing that once grows dear 
in Ireland ever grows cheap again, except 
corn, with a pox, to ruin the paribn. \ 
had a letter to-day from the archbifliop of 
Duilm*, giving me further thanks afaool 
vindicating him to Mr. Henley and Mr. 5^ 
ydbnj and telling me a longftory about yoof 
mayor's eledion, wherein I find he has bad 
^ fingef , and given way to further t^k abouf 
him ; but we know nothing of it here yet* 
Thi& walking to and fro, and drefling my 
felf, takes up io much of my time, th&r 1 
cannot go among company fo much as for* 
merly ; yet what muft a body do ? I thank 
iGod", I yet-eontinue much better fince I left 
the town ; I know not how long it may 
%Qt. F am fure it has done me ibme good 
for the prefent. I do not totter as J did, but 
walk firm as a cock, only once or twice for 
^ minute, I don't know how ; but it went 
piF, and I never followed' it. Does Dingley 
read nty hancj a$ well as eyer^ dp you, 

* See the l^ft CpUeaio^ o^ Iftters^ printed by P§4- 
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fiirah ? Poor Stella mufl not read Prejlo'% 
ugly fraall: hand. Prcferve your eyes. If 
you be wife. Your friend Walls % tea will 
go in a day or two towards Chejier by one 
paribn Rkhardfan. My humble fervice to 
her^ and to good Mr^i. ^o^te^ and Catherine^ 
and j)ray walk whUe you continue in DuA^ 
Jin. I expei^ your next but one wiU be 
frpm Wexford^ God blefs deareft MD. 

24. Morning. Mr. fecretary has fent his 
^room hither to invite me to dinner to-day, 
&c. God Almighty for ever blefs and 
prefervc you both, and give you healthy &c. 
Amen. FareweU &c. 

Don't I often fay the fame thing two 01! 
three ti^mes in the fame letter^ firrah ? 

Great wiCs, they fay, have but fhorfi 
taemoriesj that's good vile conveifation. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Chelfea, May 24, 171 1, 

Morning. Once in my life the num- 
bcr of my letters, and of the day of the 
month is the fame ; that's lucky, boys ; 
that's a fign that things will meet, and 
that we (hall make a figure together. What, 
will you ftill have the impudence to fay Lon- 
dam, England, becaufe I &y Dublin, Ireland? 
Is there no difference between London and 
Dublin, faucy boxes ? I have fealed up my 
letter, and am going to town. Morrow, 
firrahs.r — At night. 1 dined with the fecre- 
tary to-day ; we fat down between five and 
fix. Mr. Harley's patent paflcd this morn- 
ing : he is now earl of Oxford, earl Jlfor- 
timer, and lord Harley of Wigmore-Cajlk. 
My letter was fealed, or I would have told 
you this yeflerdays but the publick news 
may tell it you. The queen, for all her 
favour, has kept a rod for him in her clofet 
this week; I fiippofe he will take it from 
her though in a day or two. At eight 
o'clock this evening it rained prodigioufly, 
as it did from five ; however I fet out, and 
in half way the rain leflened^ and I got 

home. 
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home, but tolerably wet; and this is th0 
firfl wet walk I have had in a month's time 
that I am here : but however I got to bed, 
after a (hort vifit to Atterbury. 

25. It rained this morning, and I went 
to town by water; and Ford and I dined 
with Mr. Lewis by appointment. I ordered 
Patrick to bring my gown and periwig to 
Mr. LewiSj becaufe I defigned to go to fee 
lord Oxford, and fo I told the dog ; but he 
never came, though I ftaid an hour longer 
than I appointed ; fo I wertt in my old 
gowrt, and fat with him two hours, but 
Could not talk over fome bufinefs I had 
with hirti ; fo he has defircd me to dine with 
him on Sunday^ and I muft difappoint the 
fccretary. My lord fet me down at a Coffee- 
houfe^ where 1 waited for the dean of Car* 
Hfle% chariot to bring me to Chelfeai for 
it has rained prodigioufly all this afternoon. 
The dean did not come himfelf, but fent me 
his chariot^ which has coft me two (hillings 
to the coachman ; and fo I am got home, 
and Lord knows what is become of Patrick. 
I think I muft fend hini over to you ; for 
he is an intolerable rafoal. If I had come 
without a gown, he would have fcrved me 
|b> though my life and preferment fhould 

have 
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have lain upon it : and I am making a livery 
for him will cod me four pounds; but I 
v^ill order the taylor to-morrow to ftop till 
further orders. My lord Oxford can't yet 
abide to be called My lord ; and when I 
called him My lord, he called mc Dr. T'A^ 
mas Swifts which he always does when he 
})as a mind to teafe me. By a fecond hand, 
he propofed my being his chaplain^ which 
I by a fecond hand excufed ; but we had no 
talk of it to-day : but I will be no man's 
chaplain alive. But I muft go and be bufy. 
26* I never faw Patrick till this morn* 
ingy and that only once, for I drefled my- 
felf without him; and when I went to 
tov^n, he was out of the way. I imme« 
diately fent for the taylor, and ordered him 
to ftop his hand in Patrick's cloaths till 
further orders. Oh, if it were in Ireland^ 
I 0>ou]d have turned him off ten times ago; 
and it is no regard to him, but myfelf, that 
has made me keep him fo long. Now I am 
afraid to give the rogue his cloaths. What 
Ihall I do ? I wifh MD were here to in- 
treat for him, juft here at the bed's fide. 
Lady AJhbumbam has been engaging me 
^^ this long time to dine with her, and I iet 
to-day apart for it ; apd whatever was the 

miilake* 
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miftake, (he fent me word, fhe was at din* 
ner and undreifed, but would, be glad to fee 
me in the afternoon ; fo I dined with Mrs, 
Vanhomrigh^ and would not go fee her at 
all, in a huflf. My fine Florence is turning 
four with a vengeance, and I have not drank 
half of it. As I was coming home to- 
night. Sir Thomas Manjel and T^om Harley 
met me in the Park^ and made me walk 
with them till nine, like unreafonablc 
whelps ; fo I got not here till ten : but it 
was a fine evening, and the foot-path cleaa 
enough already after this hard rain. 

27. Going this morning to town, I faw 
two old lame fellows walking to a brandy- 
fliop, and when they got to the door, (lood 
a long time complimenting who ihould go» 
in firft. Though this be no jeft to tell, it was 
an admirable one to fee. I dined to-day 
with my lord Oxford and the ladies, the 
new countefs, and lady Betty ^ who has beca 
ihcfe three days a lady born. My lord left u$ 
at feven, and I had no time to fpeak to him 
about fbme afifairs ; but he promiies in a 
day or two we (hall dine alone ; which is 
mighty likely, confidering we cxpeft every 
moment that the queen will give him the 
fiafF, and then he will be fo crowded, he 

will 
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Will be good for nothing : for aught I know 
he aiay have it to-night at council. 

78. I had a petition fcnt me t'other day 
from one Stephen Gernofij fetting forth that 
he formerly lived with Harry Tenifon^ who 
gave him an employment of gauger ; and 
that he was turned out after Harry's death,- 
and came for Englandi and is now ftarving, 
or, as he expreffcs it, that the ftafF of life 
has been of late a ftranger to his appetite. 
To-day the poor fellow called, and I knew 
him very well, a young flender fellow with 
freckles in his face ; you muft remember 
him; he waited at table as a better fort 
of fervant. I gave him a crown, and pro- 
ciifed to do what I could to help him to a 
fervice, which I did for Harry Tenifons me- 
mory. It was bloody hot walking to-day, 
and I was fo lazy I dined where my new 
gown was, at Mrs. Vanhomrigb'^y and came 
back like a fool, and the dean of Carlijle 
has fat with me till eleven. Lord Oxford 
has not the ftafF yet. 

29, I was this morning In town by ten, 
though it was (having- day, and went to the 
iiecrctary about fome affairs, then vifited the 
duke and duchcfs QiOrmond\ but the latter 
was drcffing to go out, and I could not fee 

her,' 
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her. My lord Oxford had the ftafF given 
him this morning ; fo now I muft call him 
lord Oxford no more, but lord treafurer : I 
hope he will flick there : this is twice he 
has changed his name this week; and I heard 
to-day in the city (where I dined) that he 
will very foon have the garter. — Prithee, 
don't you obferve how ftrangely I have 
changed my company and manner pf living ? 
I never go to a Coffee-houfe ; you hear no 
more oi Addifon^ Steele ^ Henley^ lady Lucy^ 
Mrs. Finch f lord Somersy lord Hallifax^ &c. 
I think 1 have ahered for the better. Did 
I tell you, the archbifhop oi Dublin has writ 
me a long letter of a fquabble in your town 
ftbout chufing a mayor, and that he appre-> 
hended fome cenfure for the (hare he had 
in it. I have not heard any thing of it here ; 
but I (hall not be always able to defend him. 
We hear your bifliop Hickman is dead ; but 
nobody here will do any thing for me in Ire- 
land \ fo they may die as faft or flow as they 

pleafe. Well, you are conftant to your. 

•deans, and your Stoyte^ and your JVaUs. 
Walls will have her tea foon ; parfbn Ri- 
chardfon is either going or gone to Ireland^ 
and has it with him. I hear Mr. Lewis ha« 
two letters for me : I could not call for 

them 



fhcm to-day, but will to-morrow ; and per*- 
haps one of them may be from our Utde 
MD, who knows, man? who can tcllf 
Many more unlikely chkig has happened. 
— Pfliaw, I write fo plaguy little, I can 
hardly fee it myfdf. fTritf bigger ^ Jirrah^ 
Prefto. No, but I won't. Oh, yom are a 
feucy rogue, Mr. Prefhj you are §o impudoDt. 
Come, dear rogues, let Pr^ go to deep ; I 
have been with the dean, and 'tis near 
twelve. 

30. I am fo hot and lazy after my m<)m- 
ing's walk, that I loitered at Mrs. Vanbom^ 
rrgb's, where my beft gown and periwig 
are, and out of mere liftiefhefs dine diere 
very often, fo I did to-day, but I get little 
JkfD's letter, N. 15. (you fee, iirn^s, I re- 
member to tell the number) from Mr. 
Lewis, and I read it in a clofet they lend 
me at Mrs. Van's, and I find St^Ua is a 
faucy rogue and a great writer, and can 
write finely Aill when her hand*s in, and 
her pen good. When I came here to-night, 
I had a mighty mind to go fwim after I was 
cool, for. my lodging is juft by the river, 
and I went down with only my night-gown 

* Tbefe words in halich are writficii in a bi^ge rouiut 
hand. 

and 
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6lf>d flippers on at eleven, but came li^ 
again ; however, one of thefe nights I will 
Venture. 

3i, I was fo hot this morning with my 
walk, that I refolve to do ifo no more during 
this violent burning weather. It is comical, 
that now we happen to have fuch heat to 
ripen the* fruit, there has been the greateft 
blaft that was ever known, and almoft all 
the fruit is defpaired of. I dined with lord 
Sheiburn i lady Kerry and Mrs. Pratt are 
going to Ireland. I went this evening to 
lord treafurer, and fal about two hours with 
him in mixt company ; he left us, and went 
to Courts and carried two ftaves with him, 
fo I fuppofe we fhall have a new lord 
lleward, or controller to-morrow; I fmoakt 
that ftate fecrct out by that accident. I 
won't anfwer your letter yet, firrahs, no I 
won't. Madam. 

June I. I wifti you a merry month of 
June. I dined again with the Vans and Sir 
Andrew Fountain^ I always give them a 
flafk of my Florence^ which now begins to 
ipoil, but 'tis near an endi I went this af- 
ternoon to Mrs. Vedeaus^ and brought away 
Madam Dingleys parchment and letter of 
attorney. Mrs. Vedeau tells me, (he has 
I VoL.IV. A a fcnt 
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fent the hiA a fortnight ago. I ^ill give Af 
parchment to Ben. Tooie, and yon (hall fend 
him a letter of attorncfy at your leifiire, in-* 
clofed to Mr. Prejlo. Ves, I now Aink 
your mackarel is ftdl a$ gotjd as ours^ \vluch 
I did not think formerly. I was bit abont 
the two ftaves^ for there is no new olSiccr 
made to-day. This letter tvifl iind you ftill 
in Dublin^ 1 fuppofe, or at Dannybrookj or 
lofing your money at fFa/li (fiovt dots fhe 
do?) 

2. I miffed this day by a blander and 
dining in the city *. 

3. No boats on Sunday j never : fo I waft 
forced to walk, and fo hot by the time I 
got to Ford*s lodging, that I was quite (pent j 
I think the weather is mad. I could not gor 
to church. I dined with the fecretary as 
tifual, and old colonel Grjiftjw that lived at 
Bagjhot-Heatb, and they faid it was colonel 
Grabani% houfe. Pfliaw, I remember it very 
well, when I ufed to go for a walk to Lon^ 
don from Moor-park. Whiat, I warrant yoa 
don't remember the golden farmer neither^ 
Figgarkick Soley ? 

• This tnteriijied in the origiAai. 
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4. When mqft we anfwer this letter^ 
Wis N. is-ofpur little MD? Heat an4 
laziflefs, and S;r Andre'ip Fountain made mc 
4inc to-day again at Mrs. Vans ; and, in 
ihorty thjs weathcfr is infqpport^ble ; how 
is \% With you? Lady Betty Butler, and 
Jbdy AJbburnhafii i^t with me two or threp 
liours this evening in my clofet at Mrs. 
Vati%. They are very good girls, and if lady 
Betty w-ent to Ireland you (hoiild let her bfj 
ftcqpainjted with you. Hqw does Dingle^ 
4o this hot Weather ? StfUa, I think, nevef 
complains of it, flic loves hpt weathen 
There has not hewi a drop of rajin fincc 

* Friday feiwjight. Yes, you do love hot weai^ 
ifacr^ najaghty Btella^ you 4.o fo, and Frejlo 
4c^t abide it. Be a gopd girl then, and 
I'll love you ; and love one another, and 
^n't be.quacrrelling girls. 

5. I dined in the city .to-^day> and went 
from hence early to town, and vifited the 
4ukie of Onw(?«^, and Mr. Secretary. They 
J&y> ipy lord tr^furer has a dead warrant in 
.his pocket, they mean, a lift of thofe who 
;arc to be turned out of employment, and 
Ve every day now expedt thofe changes. 
I paft by the trcafury to-day, and faw vaft 
crowds waiting to give lord treafurer peti* 

A a a tioni 
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tions as he paflcs by. He is now at die 
top of power and favour : he keeps no lev^ 
yet. I am cruel thirfty this hot weather.— I 
am juft this minute going to fwim. Ltakc 
Patrick down with me to hold my night- 
gown, fhirt and flippers, and borrow a nap- 
kin of my landlady for a cap. So ferc- 

wel till I come up ; but there's no danger, 

don't be frighted. -I have been fwim- 

ming this half-hour and more ; and when I 
was coming out I dived, to make my head 
and all through wet, like a cold bath; but 
as I dived, the napkin fell off and is M, 
and I have that to pay for. O faith, the 
great ftones were fo (harp> I could hardly 
fet my feet on them as I came out. It was 
pure and warm. I got to bed, and will now 
go fleep. 

6. Morning. This letter (hall go to* 
morrow; fo I will anfwer yours when I 
come home to-night. I feel no hurt from 
laft night's fwimming. I lie with nothing 
but the (hcet over me, and my feet quite 
bare. I muft rife and go to town befoit 
the tide is againft me. Morrow, firrahs; 
dear firrahs, morrow. — At night. I never 
felt fo hoc a day as this fince I was bom. 
I dined with lady Betty Germain^ and there 

wa» 
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was the young earl of Berkeley and his find 
lady. I never faw her before, nor think hec 

near fo handfome as (he pafles for. .. 

After dinner Mr. Bertue would not let me 
put ice in my wine ; but faid my lord Dor- 
chejier got the bloody-flux with it, and 
that it was the worft thing in the world. 
Thus are we plagued, thus are we plagued ; 
yet I have done it five or fix times this 
fummer, and was but the drier and the 
hotter for it. Nothing makes me fo exceA 
fively peevifli as hot weather. Lady Berke- 
ley after dinner clapt my hat on another 
lady's head, and (he in roguery put it upon 
the rjdk. I minded them not ; but in two 
minutes they called me to the window, and 
lady Carteret (hewed me my hat out of 
her window five doors oflF, where I was 
forced to walk to it, and pay her and old 
lady Weymouth a vifit, With fome more belr 
dames. Then I went and drank coffee, 
and made one or two puns with lord Pem- 
broke^ and defigned to go to lord treafurer ; 
but it was too late, and befide I was half 
broiled, and broiled without butter ; for I 
never fweat after dinner, if I drink any wine. 
Then I fat an hour with lady Betty Butler 
at tca^ and every thing made me hotter and 
A a 3 drier. 
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drier. Then I walkt home, and wu hew 
by ten> ib miferably hot, that I was in aa 
perfcift a paffion as ever I was in my life at 
the grcatcft affront or provocation. Then 
I fat an hour, till I vn^ quite dry and cool 
enough to go fwim ; which I didt but with 
fy much vexation, that I think I have given 
it over : for I was every moment diflurM 
by boats^ rot them ; and that puppy Patrkk^ 
ftanding afhore, would let them come vrithin 
a yard or two, and then call fneakingly to 
them. The only comfort I propofed here 
)n hot weather is gone; for there is no 
jelling with thofe boats after 'tii da^k : I 
had none lail ni^ht. I dived tp dip my 
Jiead^ and held my cap on with both iny 
hands, for fear of lofing it ■. Po< take 
the boats ! Amen. 'Tis near twelve^ and 
{o ril anfwer your letter (it ftrikcs- twelve 
now) to-morrow morning. 

7. Morning. Well, now let us anfwer 
MD's letter, iST. 15* 15, 15, 15. Now haw 
J told you the number? 15^ 151 theret 
impudence, to call names in the beginning 
of your letter, before you fav. How do you 

(Jo, Mr. Prejio ? There's your breeding. 

Where's your manners, firrah, to i gen- 
tle^ian? Get vou gone^ you couple of 

jades. 
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jades^.p--«^No, I never fit up late now; 
|)pt thi$ abominable hot weather will fore? 
me to cat or drink fomething that will do 
«ie hurt. I do venture to eat a few ftraw- 
feerries, — Why t^icpf (Jo you know in Ire- 
land that Mr. St. John talkt fo in parlia- 
pient ? Your Whigs are plaguily bit ; for 
he is intirely for their being all out. — And 
are you as vicious in fnufF as ever ? I be- 
lieve, as you fay, it does neither hurt nor 
good ; but I have left it off, and when any 
i>ody offers me their box, I take abQut a 
tenth part of what I ufed to do, and then 
juft fmell to it, and privately fling the reft 
away. X keep to my tobacco ftill *, as you 
fay s but even much lefs of that than for- 
merly, only mornings and evenings, and 

very feldom in the day.— As for yoe^ I 

have recommended his cafe heartily to my 
lord lieutenant ; and, by his diredion, given 
a memorial of it to Mr. Southwell^ to whom 
I have recommended it likewife. I can do 
no more, if be were my brother. His bu- 
finefs will be to apply himfelf to Southwell. 

* He does not mean frnqaking, li^hich he never prac- 
tifed, but fnuffing gp cut-and-dry tobacco, which f'ome- 
times was juft coloured vfXtYi Spanijh fnufF; and this he 
ufed all bis life, but would not own that be took fnufF. 
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And you muft defirc BMymond^ if Frkt of 
^ Galway comes to town, to dcfire him to, 
wait on Mr. Soutbipell, as recommended hj 
inc for one of the duke's chaplains, which 
was all I could do for him ; and he muft 
be prefented to the duke, and tna^e his 
court, and ply about and find out fbme va- 
cancy, and folicit early for it. The buftlc 
?Lbout your mayor I had before, as I told 
you, from the archbifhop of Dublin. Was 
Raymond not cqmc till Moy 1 8 ?. So he 
fays fine things of me ? Certainly he lies. 
I'm fure I ufed him indifferently enough, 
and we never once dined together, or walkt, 
or were in any third place, only he came 
fometimes to my lodgings, and even there 

was oftener denied than admitted. What 

an odd bill is that you fcnt of Raymond's ? 
A bill upon one Murry in Ckejier, which 
depends entirely not only upop Raymonds 
honefty, but his difcretion; and in money 
platters he is the laft man I would depend 
on. Why ihould Sir Alexander Cairnes in 
London pay me a bill, drawn by God knows 
who, upon Murry in Cbejltrt I was at 
Cairnes s, and they can dp no fuch thing. 
I went among fome friends, who are mcr-j 
fbarits, and I find the bill muft be fcnt to. 

Murry^ 
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Murry, accepted by him, and then retuiriie(!| 
b^cij, and then Clfirnes may accept or rcfufc 
\t as he pleafes. Accordingly \ gave Sir 
T^homas Frankland the bill, who has fent it 
to Chejlery and ordered the poft-mafter there 
to get it accepted, and then fend it back, 
and in a day or two I (hall have ail anfwcr; 
and therefore this letter muft ftay a day or 
|wo longer than I intended, and fee what 
anfwer I get. RaymQnd Should have written 
to Murry at the fame time, to defire Sir 
Alexander Catrnes to h^e anfwered fuch a 
bill, if it come. But Catrnes s clerks (him- 
felf waq npt at home) faid, they had re- 
ceived no notipe of it, and could do nothing; 

and advifed me to fpnd to Murry. 1 have 

been fix weeks to-day at Cbelfea^ and you. 

know it but juft now. And fo dean 

thinks I write the Medley. Pox of his judg- 
P[icnt J 'tis equal to his honefty. Then you 
^lan't {ttn t\\t Mtfcellany yet. Why, 'tis a 
four (hilling book : has nobody carried it 
pver ?«r-- — rNp, I believe Manley will not 
Jofe his place : for his friend in England is 
fo far froni being out, that he has taken a 
|iew patent fince the poft-office aft 5 and 
his brother Jack Manley here takes his part 
^rinly ; and I have often fpoken to Southwell 

in 
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in bia bcbalfi and he feeai^ very well ior 
cUned to bim- Sut the Jri/h folks here in 
general »ff horribly violent againft him. 
BcfideSf he mud confifder he cpdd not lend 

' Stelk wine if he were put out. And foUi$ 
very kiad* and feods you a dozen bottles of 
wine ai a time^ and you win eight (hillings 
fit a pm > and how much do you lofe ? No, 
no, never one fyllabl^ about that^ I warrant 
yoa. — Why this iame Stella is io unmerciful 
a writer, fhe has hardly left any room for 
Dmgley. If you have fuch Summer there as 
here, fure the fFcpcford waters are good by 
this time, I forgot what weather we had 
M(y6th; go look in my journal. We had 
terrible rain the 24th and a^th, and never a 
drop fincc Yes, yes, I remember Bere-^ 
Jteits bridge ; the coach fofles up and down 
as one goes that way, juft as at Hockley in 
thf b(Ae. I never impute any ilfnefs or 
beidth I have to good or ill weather^ but 
to want of exercife, or ill air, or fbmething 

. I have eaten, or hard fludy, or fitting up \ 
and fo I fence againll thofe as well as I can : 
but who a deuce can help the weather? 
Will Seymory the general, was exceffively hot 
with the Am /hining full upon him; fohe 
turns to the iun^ and fays, Heaikee^ friend, 

you 
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yeu had better go and ripen cucumbers than 
plague me at this rate, &c. Another tTinti^ 
fretting at the heat> a gentleman by fiud* 
It was fuch weather as pleaied God : Sey^ 
mr laid. Perhaps it may ; but Fm furc it 
pki^Lfes nobody elfe. Why, madani Dinglty^ 
fhe Firji^ Fruits are done. SwfiAt^l told mo 
they went to enquire about them, and lord 
treafurer faid they were done, and had been 
4one long ago. And 111 tell you afecret 
you muft not niention, that the duke of Or« 
ptoH^ is ordered to take notice of them in 
liiis ipeech in your parliament : and I defire 
you will take care tor fay on occafion, that 
^y lord treafurer Harley did it tnany months 
ago, before the duke was lord lieutenant. 
And yet I cannot poilibly come over yet : fo 
|[et you gone to Wexford^ and make Stella 
welL-^Yes, yes, I take care not to walk 
late ; I never did but <mce, and there are five 
hundred people on the way as I wdk,— « 
^ifiiall is a puppy, and I will excuft him the 
half hour he would talk with me. As for 
the Examiner, I have heard a whifper, that 
after that of this day, which tells* what this 
parliament has done, you will hardly find 
them fo good. I prophecy they will be. 
|f a/h for the future > and methinks in this 

day*$ 
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day's Examiner the author talks doubtfully^ 
as if he would write no more. Obfervc 
whether the change be difcovered in Dublin^ 
only for your own curiofity, that's alJ. 
Make a mouth there. Mrs. Vedeaus bufi- 
iiefs I have anfwcrcd, and I hope the bill is 
not loft. Morrow. 'Tis ftewing hot, but 
I muft rife, and go to town between fire and 
water. Morrow, firrahs both, morrow.— 
At night. I dined to-day with colonel Crwot^ 
governor oijamaicay and your friend Sterne. 
I prefented Sterne to my lord treafurer*s bro* 
ther, and gave him his cafej^ and engaged 
him in his favour. At dinner there fell the 
fwingingeft long (hower, and the mod grate-, 
ful to me, that ever I faw: it thundered 
fifty times at leaft, and the air is fb cool, 
that a body is able to live; and I walkt 
home to-night with comfort, and without 
dirt. I went this evening to lord treafurer, 
and fat with him two hours, and we were 
in very good humour, and he abufed me^ 
and called me Dr. Thomas Swift fifty times : 
I have told you he does that when he has 
mind to make me mad. Sir Thomas Frank- 
land gave me to-day a letter from Murry^ 
accepting my bill ; fo all is well : only by 
a letter from Parvt/ol, I find there are fomc 

perplexities. 
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perplexities.— ^(^^ has likewife written to 
me, to thank me for what I have done for 
him ; and defires I would write to the bifhop 
of C/ogAer, that Tom AJhe niay not hinder 
his father * from being portrief. I have 
written, and fent to 'Joe feveral times, that 
I will not trouble myfelf at all about Trim. 
I wifh them their liberty ; but they do not 
deferve it : fo tell Joe^ and fend to him. I 
am mighty happy with this rain : I was at 
the end of my patience, but now I live 
again. This cannot go till Saturday ; and 
perhaps I may go out of town with lord 
Sbelburn and lady Kerry to-morrow for two 
or three days. Lady Kerry has written to 
. defire it; but to-morrow 1 (hall know fur- 
ther.— —O this dear rain, I cannot for- 
bear praifing it : I never felt myfelf to be 
revived fo in my 4ife. It lafled from three 
till five, hard as a horn, and mixt with 
hail. 

8. Morning. I am going to town, and 
will juft finifli this there, if I go into the 
country with lady Kerry and lord Sbelburn : 

♦ Even Mr, Jofeph Beaumont^ the fon, was at this 
lime an old man, whofe grey locks were venerable; 
confequently his father was very ancient \ and yet the 
father lived until about the year 1719. 

fo 
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lb morrow, till an hour or two hencew-^*^^ 
In town. I met CaimeSy who, I fuppoiib^ 
w3l ps^methe mcmey; though he %s, I 
nmft fend him ^ bill firft, and I wiU get 
it done in ab{ence« Farewel, ©c. (Sc. 

LETTER XXV. 

CteUia, June p, no, if # i%t 13, 14, 15, i^, 17^ 
18, li), 2Q. 

X HAVE been ail this time at ^/Vrmei^yhe^ 
tween O^^rd and London^ with lord iSi^-^ 
^Mf?r^ who has the fquire's ho^fe at the 
town's cnd^ and an eftate there in a ddi- 
<ioB€ comitry* Lady Kerry and Mrs. Pratt 
lii^ere with us, and we pafled our time well 
enough ; and there I wholly difengaged my^ 
&lf from ^ publidc thoughts, and c?ery 
dimg but MD^ who had the impudence 
to iend me a letter there; but V)l be xt^ 
venged : Til anfwer it. This day, the 2othj 
I came from Wkmnb with lady Kerry after 
^nner, lighted at Hyde^Park comer, and 
iTaLkt : it was twenty-fevcn miles^ and w0 
came it in about five hours. 

21. I went at noon to fee Mr. lecnetary 
at his office, and there was lord treafurer : 
fo I killed two birds, &c. and we were 

glad 
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glad to fee one another, and (b fbrth. An^ 
the fecretary andl dined at Sir ff^ilHamWynd'^ 
iofjfSf who married lady Catherine Seymor, 
your acquaintance, I fuppofe. There were 
ten of us at dinner. It feems in my ab- 
sence they had eredted a C/uh, and made 
me one 5 and we made fome laws to-day^ 
which I am to digeft, and add to, againft 
next meeting. Our meetings arc to be every 
Tburfday : we are yet but twelve : lord 
keeper and lord treafurer were propofed; 
but I was againft tbem, and fo was Mr. 
Secretary, though their fons are of it, and 
lb they are excluded ; bnt we defign to ad- 
mit the duke of Sbrewjbury. The end of 
wir Club is to advance coftverfation and 
friendfhip, and to reward deferving perfons 
with our intereft and recommendation. We 
take in none but men of wit or men of in- 
tereft ; and if we go on as we begin, no 
other Club in this town will be wortb 
talking of. The folicitor-gencrd, Sir JR^- 
bert Raymond, is one of our dub ; and I or- 
dered him immediately to write to your lord 
chancellor in favour of Dr. Haymond : fq 
. tell Raymond^ if you fee bim ; but I believe 
this will find you at Wexford. This letter 
will come three weeks after the laft ; fo 
4 there 



world, a mcer country gentleman. • And- arr 
not you afhamed both to go into the coun- 
try juft when I did, and ftay ten days, juft 
as I did, faucy monkies ?- But I never rode; 
I had no horfes, and our coach was out of 
order, and we went and came in a hired 
one. Do you keep your lodgings when 
you go to Wexford? I fuppofe you do;, 
for you will hardly ftay above two months. 
I have been walking about our town to- 
night,, and it is a very fcurvy place for walk- 
ing. 1 am. thinking to leave it, and re- 
turn to town, ,now the Irijh folks arc gone. 
Ford goes in three days. How does Ding- 
/^•divert herfelf while Stella is riding? 
work,, or read, or walk? Dots Ding/ey ever 
read* to you ? Had you ever a book with 
you in the country? Is all that left off? . 
confefs. Well, Til go fleep-, 'tis paft eleven,, 
and I go early to fleep ; I write nothing at 
night but to AfZ). 

24. Stratford and I, and paftoral Phil- 
Ji^Sy (juft come from Denmark J dined at 
Ford's to-day, who paid his way, and goes- 
for Ireland on Tjuefday.., The earl of Peter^ 
horow is returned fronx Vienna without one- 
fervant: he left them fcattered in fcveral 
toiwns of Germany^. I had a letter from. 
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hlfti, four days ago, frotn Hanov6r *, wfier ef 
he defires I would immediately fend him an 
anfwer to his houfe at Par/on s-Gfeeriy about 
five miles off. I wondered what he meant,f 
till I heard he was come. He feritexpreflcsy 
and got here before them. He is above fifty, 
• and as adtive as one of five and twenty^ 
I have not feen him yet, rior know when I 
ihall, or where to find him. 

2^. Poor duke of Shrewjbury has been 
very ill of a fever ; we were all in a fright 
about him : I thank God, he is better. I 
dined to-day at lord A/hburnbam\ with his 
lidy, for he v^'^as not at home : (he is a very 
good girl, and always a great favourite of 
niine. Sterne tells me, he has defired ^ 
friend to receive your box in Cbejier^ and 
carry it over. I fear he will mifcarry in 
his bufinefs, which was fent to the treafury 
before he was recommended ; for I was po- 
fitive only to fecond his recommendation Sy 
and all his other friends failed him. How- 
ever, on your account, I will do what I can 
for him to-niorrow v^ith the fecretary of the 
treafury. 

« See this Letter in Dodjlrj^ Colkaibn, No. 46. 
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26. We had much compaoy^ to-^y ^^ 
dipner at lord treafurer's. Pwr n^vcr feHs.:. 
he is a much bettf:r courtipr than 1^; af4. 
we efpcfl: every day tha|; hp willi hp.a^ coiOr. 
miffioncrof the cufton^is, and thjaj iaafliori; 
time a great many more will bf^ tiiraedL 91}^ 
They blame lord treafurer for bis flown^ 
ki turning people out ; bi|t^ I r^p£p&, ^&^!f 
his reafons. They ftillkqep, my.neig^^tfK 
Atterbury in fufpence a|)oift^ the^d^^ryof 
CbriJi^Cburcb^ which. l)as bpeUj a|)oy;e'% 
months vacant^ and he is. I^^ilj? ^^PSR* 
I reckon you are now jjrqjjarine, fo^- yijur. 
Wexford, expedition ; aiid, pwr, iJ«>g^. if^ 
full of carking and caring^ %^!^S* "?^ 
long will you ftay ? ShalJ , I bq. in Dm^^ 
before you return ? Don*t/all.a^huj^ ypurr. 
felves, qor overfurn thq coach. "Loyjs on^, 
Another, and be eood girls ; and drink 
Pi^ejtos health m water, madam SteUai 
Aid in good ale *, madam Di^gley.^ 

27. The fecre.tary appointed me to. difie 
with hipi to-day, and we were to do a world 
of bufinefs : he came at. four, apd foroiight^ 
Prior with him, and had forgot the ap- 

♦ ^c Wexford ale is highly cftecircd, which js 
llijittd It in this paflage j and the ff^exfordwzltrswere 
p/dcrihed to Sul/a. 
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^Intaadent, ^'d no bufineH was done, t 
left him at eight, aftd went to change my 
go'i^ti at Mrs. FanAomrrgb^s i and there was 
Sir Andrew Fimnl!ain at ombre with lady 
'AjhbUrnbim and ikdy Frederick Scbomherg^ 
itfd iady Mary ScBombergf and lady Eettj 
Butler^ add omerS, talking; ind it put me 
^ blhd of the dcaii, arid Sttytej and Watts^ 
attd Stella at play, add Dingley and 1 look- 
ing ob. I Md with them till ten, like a 
fool. Lady Ikjhlurfil^m is fbbethirig like 
Stella i to I hel[)ed her, and wilhed her good 
cards, it is late, ^c. 

i6. Well, biit iniiift anfwer tkis letter of 
ourii^D's. £;(^)ri^r^j^ Approaches, and I h^n't 
^ritieh dbi«rii this fidfe. O faith, Frefii 
fia$ bben ^ ifort of a Ikzy fellow : bdt Prejlh 
^ili rembve to town this d^y fennight : di& 
ifecret^ry hS^ commanded me to do fb ; ancl 
I beliifve he ind I (hill j^b for foniie dk^s to 
W\Adfo>, Mfci-fc ke will have leifore to mind 
Ibtfile fcufinefe we have together. To-dayj,' 
dUr tidet^ (it riiuft not be called a Cft^y 
dthed it Jjir. iecretary's ; we were btit eight, 
<hfc reft fe^t ttfedfes, or were olrt of town. 
We fat iill ef^ht, and hiade fdme la^s and 
ieritfethents ; and then I went to take leave 

pf lady AjbhuHbm, ivho go^s out 6^ town 
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to-njorrow, zs a great many of my acquaint 
tance are already, and left the town very 
thin. I (hall make but fhort journies this 
Summery and not be long out oi London. The 
days are grown fenfibly ftiortcr already, and 
all our fruit blafted. Your dpke of Ormond 
js ftill at Chejleri and perhaps this letter 
will be with you as fbon as he, Sfernes 
bufinefs is quite blown up : they ftand to 
it to fend him back to the commiflioners of 
the revenue in Ireland for a reference, and 
^11 my credit could not alter it, though I al- 
moft fell out with the fccretary of the trea- 
fury, who is my lord treafurefs coufin-gcr- 
jnan, and my very good friend. It fcems 
f very ftep he has hitherto taken hath been 
wrong ; at Ipaft they fay fo, and that is the 
fame thing. I am heartily forry for it ; and 
J really think jhey are in the wrong, and 
ufe him hardly ; but I caji do no more. 

29. Steele has had the affurance to write 
to me, that I would engage my Iprd trea- 
furcr to keep a friend of his in an employ- 
ment : I believe I told you how he and yld- 
difon ferve4 me for my good offices in Steele % 
behalf; and I promifed lord treafurer never 
tp fpeak for either of them again. Sir jin- 
drew Fountain and J dined to-day at Mrs. 

Fan- 
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Vanhomrig/js. Dilly AJhe has been in town 
this fortnight: I faw hrrii twice; he was 
four days at lord Pembroke's in the country, 
punning with him -, his face is very well. I 
was this evening two or three hours at lord 
treafurer's, who called me Ao&,ovf nomas 
Swift twenty times ; that's his way of teaz- 
rng. I left him at nine, and got home here 
by ten, like a gentleman; and to-morrow 
morning Yl\ anfwer your little letter, fir- 
rahs. 

30. Morning. I am terrible fleepy always 
in a morning; I believe it is my walk over- 
night that difpofes me to fleep ; faith 'tis 
BOW ftriking eight, and I am but juft awake. 
Patrick comes early, and wakes me five or 
fix times, but I have excufes, though I am 
three parts afleep. I tell him I fat up late, 
or flept ill in the night, and often it is a lie. 
I have now got little MD*s letter before me, 
N. 16. no more, nor no lefs, no miftakc, 
Dingley fays, ** This letter won't be above 
fix lines," and I was afraid it was true, 
though I faw it filled on both fides. The 
biftiop oiOogber writ me word you were' in; 
the country, and that he heard you were" 
well : I am glad at heart MD rides, and* 
rides, and rides. Our hot weather endedl 
B b 4 in 
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in May^ and all this month has been qm- 
derate : it was then fo hot, I was not able td 
endure it; I was nuferable evory moment^ 
and found myiielf difpofed to be peeviOi and 
quarrelfome; I bejieve a very hot coiintr][ 
would make aie ftark mad. --«<^^- Yes, my 
head continues pretty tolerable, and I ira* 
pute it all to walking. Does Stdla eat 
fruit ? I eat a little ; but I always repent, 
^d reiblve againfl it. No, in very hot 
weather I always go to town by water ; but 
I conftantly walk back, for then die fun is 
doyn. And fo Mrs. Froby goes with you 
to /S^ifj^i^i fhe's admirable company : you'll 
grow plaguy wiie with thofc you frequent. 
Mrs. Taylor, and Mrs. Probyi take care of 
Vifedlion. I believe my two hundred 
pounds will be paid i but that ^ir Alexander 
Cairnes is a fcrupulous puppy : I left the 
bill with Mr. Stratford, who is to have the 
money. Now, madam Stella^ what fay you? 
you ride every day j I know that already, 
iirrah ; and if you rid every day for a twelve- 
ponth, you would be ftill better and bet- 
ter. No, 1 hope Parvifol will not have the 
impudence to make you flay an hour for the 
money ; if he docs. Til un-parvifbl him i 
pray let me know. O Lord, how hafly we 
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ve^ Bulla can't (lay writing .aod writing 3 
ipie muft write and go a pock4i(v:ie, pray 
now. Well ; but the horfes are not come 
to the door ; the fdlow can*t find the bri- 
dle; your ftirrup is broken; where did you 
put the whips, Dinghy ? Marg'eU where 
have you laid Mrs. Jobnfifn'^ ribband to tie 
about her ? reach nie my mafk : iup up this 
before you go. Sp^ fb^ a gallop^ a gallop : 
fit faft» iirrdi, and don't ride hard upon the 
flone^. — — - Well, now Stella is gone, tell 
me, Dingley^ is fhe a good girl ? and what 
news is that you are to tell me ? — - — No, I 
believe the box is not loft: Sterne fays, it 
is not - — 7 No faith, you muft go to iVex'- 
ford without feeing your duk^ of Ormoni^ 
unlefs you ftay on purpoie; perhaps yoa 
may be fo wife. — - — I tell you this is your 
fixteenth letter \ will you never be fttisfied ? 
No, no, ril walk late no more ; I ought 
lefs to venture it than other people, %tA to I 
was told : but I'll return to lodge in town 
next T^hurfday. When you come frofii Wex^ 
ford I would have you fend a letter of at- 
torney to Mr. Benjamin Tot^e, bookfeller in 
li^WMjdirededtome; and be fhaU managft 
your affair. I have your paitfament fafel}f 
lockt up in London. -^ O madinb St^lhi wel* 

come- 
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come borne ; was it plcafant riding ? did 
your horfe ftumblc ? how often did the man 
light to fettle your ftirrup ? ride nine miles ? 
faith you have galloped indeed. Well, but 
where's the fine thing you promifcd me ? I 
have been a good boy, afk Dingley elfc. I 
believe you did not meet the fine-thing- 
man : faith you are a cheat. So you'll fee 
'Raymond and his wife in town. Faith that 
riding to Lcracor gives me fliort fighs, as 
well as you. All the days I have paffed here, 
have been dirt to thofe . I have been gaining 
enemies by the (cores, and friends by the 
couples, which is againft the rules of wif- 
dom ; becaufe they fay, one enemy can do 
more hurt, than ten friends can do good. 
But I have had my revenge at leaft, if T get 
nothing elfe. And fo let Fate govern. — 
Now I think your letter is anfwered ; and 
mine will be fhorter than ordinary, becaufe 
it muft go to-day. We have had a great 
deal of fcattering* rain for fome days part 
yet it hardly keeps down the duft. — We 
have plays adled in our town, and Patrick 
was at one of them, oh ho. He was damn- 
ably mauled one day when he was drunk i 
he was at cuffs with a brother footman, 
who dragged him along the floor upon his 
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face, which lopkt for a week jafter as if he 
had the leprofy ; and I was. glad enough to 
fee it. I have belsn ten times fending him 
over to you ; yet now he has new cloaths^ 
and a laced hat, which the hatter brought 
by his orders, and he offered to pay for the 
lace out of his wages. -^ I am to dine to^ 
day with Dilly at Sir Andrew Fountain^Sp 
who has bo|iught a new houfe, and will be 
weary of it in half a year. I muft rife and 
^ave, and walk to town, unlefs I go with 
the dean in his chariot at twelve, which is 
too late : and I have not feen that lord Pe-- 
terborow yet. The duke oi Sbrewjbury is 
almoft well again, and will be abroad in a 
day or two : what care you ? There it is 
now; you don't care for my friends. Fare^ 
wel, my deareft lives, and delights, I love 
you better than eyer, if poffible, as hope 
faved, I do, and ever will. God Almighty 
blefs you ever, and make us happy toge-p 
ther ; I pray for this twice every day ; and 
I hope God will hear my poor hearty prayers^ 
» Remember if I am ufed ill and un*- 
gratefully, as 1 have formerly been, 'tis, 
what I am prepared for, and fhall not won^ 
der at it. Yet, I am now envied, and 
(bought in high favour, and have every day 

numbers 



Mb {MiMdy ^mi) luiH m tb^ know didxr, 
itt^ tilby fO«<e «lb. Y6t t tto count upbtt 
|g<>thfbg, ttM: ^Sl, Ml ttpbn ^lO^*^ love ani 
Uhdnifs'Muu.Thfey tlk&k ihe iSeitd ; ^cy 
ipietenSed they Were afirftid bf hc^b bot inei 
•Ad tint they H^olvled tb haiAe ihe $ t&ejr 
hAvfi cftfen coiifefled thife: ^ kll anke^ 
Ktde lin^ffioa oa Viit. •^ Pox bf ^db ^ 
cations 1 "thbyliV^ ihb the f^n; tted 
thatis atli&ftle I iHs hot bbrft tdt Le^ ime 
«dob^, iirrtdi^ ftiid be ftti^efl : I am, ai 
}da^ to MB tod fV^ aie well : Little 
wedlthi And mttch hddth^ And a life b^ 
fte^t tfiat is aH wetratatj iznd ib fiitc^ 
wel, deafeft Mi9$ j$/^<») £)di^^* P^ 
aH tOletfaei-, now aad fot ever iill tbgetb^, 
Farc^el agiua and agaiii; 
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Stl^E: wha^rlargepapfrl am ^^ito.t^ko- 
tc^iYritfi tpiWZ>; ^^rkk. haft bfpugbt mo 
npqe dipt,; \m faith tl^ neXit:(haUi be final?-, 
kr. I;dined today, as I told you, with Dill^^ 
at Sir yi/fdrfiw. Fountain's.: there, watc vtw. 
^rjEUtchcdl^ punning^ and writing tQgetliec. 
to lord ; Be^roif^ Dilly is juft fugh a.pgpp|r> 
a^c;vf^r; and it is fb uQCouth> ^ttr fo long 
ag intermiflipn. My twentyr fifth; is gone* 
this evening tp the poftv I. think ly(i\\ dh 
r^ my next, (vijhjch \^ tljis) to jW|r. Ck^ry^^ . 
and; let them fend it to JVefcfor^:^ ^I^ith^iic^ 
tbS:ncxt, ioclpfcd; ta jRf/?^iW^. Inftfu^, mCi. 
how I^niaU dp» I long tc^^ h^^i'/^QQEI; yptt, 
from Wexfordy and what fort of place it is. 
The tov^n grows very empty and dull. This 
cycn^ng,I,hay.e had a fetter frooi Mr. ^bUlips 
tbc/ pailoral poet, to get him. a^ certain' em*' 
ploymqnt frpip Iprd^treafurer. I^ h^yp qovRr 
hfld almoftall ii^Whig poets my. folicicors^ 
and I have hecn ufeful"* to, Gii>/r^r<^^ «?^#^/<ji 
apd Uvryofi; but J vwU dft jiothing for FhiU 
lipfi I find he is qipre a puppy^than ever; 
iQ don't folipit %; higj^ ^9&d«$» I will.. 

not 
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Hot trouble lord treafurcr, unlefe upon Ibmc 
very extraordinary occafion. 

July I. Dilly lies conveniently for me 
when I come to town from Chelfea of n Sun-' 
dajy and go to the fecretary's ; fo I called at 
fais lodgings this morning, and fent for my 
gown, and drefled myfelf there. He had a 
letter from the bifhop, with an account that 
you were fct out for Wexford the morning 
he writ, which was June 26, and he had 
the letter the 30th ; that was very quick : 
the bifliop fays, you defign to ftay there 
two months or more. Dilly had alfo a 
letter from T(?/w- Ajl^e^ full of Irijh news : 
that your lady Linden is dead, and I know 
not what befides, of Dr. Coghil* loling his 
drab, &C. The fecretary was gone to Wind^ 
for, and I dined with Mrs. Vanbomrigh. 

* Dr. Marmaduke Coghil was judge of the preroga* 
five court in Ireland. About this time he courted » 
lady, and was foon to have been married to her i, 
but unfortunately a caufe wa$ brought to trial before 
him, wherein a man was fued for beating his wife^ 
When the matter was agitated, the Dr. gave his opi- 
nion. That although a man had no right to beat hi» 
wife unoiercifully, yet tha^ with fuch a little cane or 
fwitch as he then held in his hand, a hufband was at 
liberty, and was invefted with a power, to give his< * 
wife moderate corre£lion: which opinion detcrmiiied 
the lady againft having the do(^or. He died an old 
man and a batcheloF, about thirty years ago* 

Lofd 
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Lord trcafiKcr is at Wind/or too; they will 
be going and coming all Summer^ vfhxXt the 
queen is there, and the town is empty, and 
I fear I fhall be fometimes forced to ftoop 
beneath my dignity, and fend to the ale- 
houfe for a dinner. Well, firrahs, had you ' 
a good journey to Wexford? did you drinlc 
ale by the way ? were you never overturned ? 
how many things did you forget ? do you 
lie on ftraw in your new town where you 
are ? Cudfho, the next letter to Prejio will 
be dated from Wexford. What fine company 
have you there? what new acquaintance 
have you got ? you are to write conftantly 
to Mrs, Walls and Mrs. Stoyte: and the dean 
laid> Shall we never hear from you ? Yes,. 
Mr. dean, we'll make bold to trouble you 
with a letter. Then at Wexford i when you 
meet a lady; Did your waters pafs well this 
morning, madam ? Will Dingley drink themi 
too ? Yes, I warrant ; to get her a ftomach. 
I fuppofe you are all gamefters at Wexford. 
Don't lofe your money, firrah^ far fronv 
home. I believe I (hall go to Windfor in a 
few days ; at leaft, the fecretary tells me fo.. 
He has a fm^U houfe there, with juft room 
enough for him and me ; and I would be 
fatisfied to pafs a few days there fometimesi 
J Sirxahs^. 
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S(iTah$» ietraega to flccp, 'tis paft twelve Id 
our town. 

2i Stfrne-cttmc to me diis mornings and 
tellt me he has yet ibme hopes of com- 
paflSng his bufinefs : he was with Tbm. Har-^ 
ley, the fecretary of the treafury, and.madfc 
him doubt a little he was in the wrong j 
the poor man tells me^ it will almoft undo 
faim» if he fails. I called this morning to 
fee Will. Congreve, who lives much by him- 
fclf, is forced to read for amuiement, and 
cannot do it without a magnifyibg-glafs. T 
have fet him very well with the miniftry, 
and I hope he is in no danger of lofing his 
place. I dined in the city with Dr. Preindf 
not among my merchants, but with a fcrub 
inftrument of mifchief of mine, whom T 
never mentioned to you^ nor am like to d6. 
You two little ftucy WexfdrdianSf you arc 
now drinking waters. You drink waters! 
you go fiddlefttck^ Pray God' fend 'them to 
do you good; if not, faith next Summer you 
fhall come to xht^Buthi 

3. Lord Peteriorow defiredto fee me this 
morning at nine; I had'not feen him be* 
fore fince he came home. TmctMrs. Man-^ 
fey there, who was foliciting him to get 
fome penfion or revvard for her fcrvice in the 

caufc. 
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»aufe, by writing her Atalantis, ahd pfofe- 
:ution, Gfr. upon it. I feconded her, and 
lope they will do fomething for the poor 
;voman. My lord kept me two hours upon 
politicks: he comes home very fanguine; 
le has certainly done great things at Savoy 
ind Vienna^ by his negotiations : he is vio- 
ent againft a Peace, and finds true what I 
mil to him. That the miniftry feems for it. 
He reafons well ; yet I am for a Peace *. I 
:ook leave of lady Kerry ^ who goes to-mor- 
row for Ireland y (he picks up lord Shelhurn 
md Mrs. Pratt at lord Shelburris houfe. I 
ivas this evening with lord treafurer; Tom. 
Harley was there ; and whifpered me that 
le began to doubt about Sterne s bufinefs; I 
:old him he would find he was in the wrong. 
[ fat two or three hours at lord treafurer's ; 
le rallied me fufficiently upon my refufing 
:o take him into our Club ; told a judge who 
ivas with us, that my name was Thomas 
Swift. I had a mind to prevent Sir H. Bel- 
^afis going to Spain y who is a mod covetous 
:urr, and I fell a railing againft avarice, and 
:urned it fo that he fmoakt me, and named 
Bella/is. I went on, and faid it was a (hame 
to fend him, to which he agreed, but defircd 

♦ Thefe words, written in confidence to Stella^ de- 
erve our notice. 

VoL.iy. Cc I would 
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I would name fome who undcrftood bafi-' 
nefs* and do not love money, for be could 
not find them. I faid, there was fomething 
in a treafqrer different from other xxicn; 
that we ought not to make a man a bifhop 
who does not love divinity, or a general 
who does not love war; and I wondered 
why the queen would make a man lord trea- 
furer who does not love money. He was 
mightily pleafed with what I ikid. He was 
talking of the Firji-Fruits of England: and 
I took occaAon to tell him, that I would 
Dot for a thoufand pounds, any body but he 
had got them for Ireland, who got them for 
England too. He bid mp confider what a 
thoufand pounds was ; I faid, X would have 
him to know, 1 valued a thoufaad pounds 
as little as he valued a million. — \s it not 
filly to write all this ? but it gives you an 
idea what our converfation is^ with mixt 
company. I have taken a lodging in Suf- 
folk'jireety and go to it on Tburfday ; and 
defign to walk the Park and the town to 
fupply my walking here : yet I will walk 
here fometimes too, in a viiit now and then 
to the dean. When I was almoft at home, 
l^atrick told me he had two letters for me, 
and gave them to me in the dark^ yet I 
could fee one of them was front, iaiuc^ MJ)- 

I went 
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t went to vifit the dean for half an Jiouri 
and then came home, and firft read the other 
letter, which was from the bifliop of Clog'- 
hery who tells me the archbifhop of Dublin 
mentioned in a full ailembly of the clergy> 
the queen's granting the Firji-Fruits ; faidi 
it was done by the lor^ treafurer j and talked 
much of my merit in it : but reading your's 
I find nothing of that : perhaps the bifhop 
lies, out of a defire to pleafe me. I dined 
with Mrs. Vanbomrigb. Well, firrahs, you 
are gone to Wexford, but Til follow you. 

4« Sterne came to me again this morning 
to advife about reafons and memorials he is 
drgiwing up ; and we went to town by water 
together > and having nothing to do, I flole 
lAto the city to an inflirument of mine, and 
then went to fee poor Patty Holt, who has 
been in town thefc two months with a coufin 
of hers. Her life pafles with boarding in 
forae country town as cheap as Oie can, and 
when fhe runs out, fhifting to fome cheaper 
place, or coming to town for a month. If 
I were rich I would eafe her, wljich a little 
thing would do. Some months ago I fent 
her a guinea, and it patched up twenty cir- 
cun^ftances. She is now going to Berk- 
bamjitad in Hertfordjbire. It has rained and 
haik4 pcodigioully ta-day> with ibme ihun- 
Cc 2 der. 
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der. This is the laft night I lie at Cbelfea; 
and I got home early, and fat two hours 
with the dean, and eat vidaals, having had 
a very fcurvy dinner. Til anfwer your let- 
ter when I come to live in town. You (hall 
have a fine London anfwer : but firft I'll go 
lleep, and dream of MD. 

Londony July 5. This day I left Cbelfea 
for good (that's a genteel phrafe) and am 
got into Suffolk'Jireet. I dined to-day at 
our Societyy and we are adjourned for a 
month, becaufe moft of us go into the 
country : we dined at lord keeper's with 
young Harcourt^ and lord keeper was forced 
to fneak off, and dine with lord treafurcr, 
who had invited the fecretary and me to 
dine with him ; but we fcorned to leave 
our company, as George Granviffe did, whom 
we have threatened to expel : however, in 
the evening I went to lord trcafurer, and, 
among other company, found a couple of 
judges with him ^ one of them, judge Powel, 
an old fellow with gray hairs, was the 
merrieft old gentleman I ever faw, fpoke 
pleafant things, and laughed and chuckled 
till he cryed again. I ftaid till eleven, be- 
caufe I was not now to walk to Chelfea. 

b/Kn ugly rainy day ; I was to vifitMrs. 

Bafton^ then called at Mrs. VanbomrigU^^ 

2 where 



( 389 ) 

where Sir Andrew Fountain and the rain 
kept me to dinner ; and there did I loiter 
all the afternoon, like a fool, out of perfedt 
lazinefs, and the weather not permitting me 
to walk ; but I'll do fo no more. Are your 
waters at Wexford good in this rain ? I 
long to hear how you are eftabhfhed there, 
how and whom you vifit, what is your lodg- 
ing, what are your entertainments. You 
are got far fouthwards; but I think you 
muft eat no fruit while you drink the waters. 
1 eat fome Kentijh cherries t'other day, and 
I repent it already ; I have felt my head a 
little difordered. We had not a hot day all 
June^ nor fince, which I reckon a mighty 
happinefs. Have you left a diredlion with 
Reading for Wexford? I will, as I faid, 
diredt this to Curry s, and the next to Read- 
ingy or fuppofc I fend this at a venture 
ftraight to Wexford? It would vex me to 
have it mifcarry. I had a letter to-night 
from Pa7^vifoly that White has paid me mod 
of my remaining money ; and another from 
Joey that they have had their elecftion at 
T'rimy but not a word of who is chofen port- 
rieve. Poor Joe is full of complaints, fays 
he has enemies, and fears he will never 
get his two hundred pounds, and I fear fo 
too, although I have done what I could, 

c c 3 ^ - — ni 
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ru anfwer your letter when I think 
fit, when faucy Prejio thinks fit, firrahs. I 
an't at Icifure yet ; when I have nothing to 
do, perhaps I may vouchfafe. — O Lord, 
the two Wexfcrd ladies ; 111 go dream of 
you both. 

7. It was the difnidleft rainy day I ever 
faw; I Went to the fecretary in the mbrning, 
^nd he was gone to Wind/or. Then it began 
raining, and I flruck in to Mrs. Vanbom-. 
rtgUs^ and dined, and ftaid till night VC7 
dull and infipid, I hate this town iti Summer j 
ru leave it for a while if I can have time. 

8. I have a fellow of your town, one 
^ifdall^ lodges in the fame houfe with me. 
Patrick told me. Squire Tifdall and his lady 
lodged here ; I pretended I never heard of 
him, but I knew his ugly face, and faw 
him at church in the next pew to me, and 
he often looked for a bow, but it would not 
do. J think he lives in Cafel-Jlreet^ and has 
an ugly fine wife in a fine cbach. Dr. 
Freind and I dined in the city by invitation, 
and I drank punch, very good, but it makes 
me hot. People here are troubled with 
agues by this continuance of wet cold wea- 
ther ; but I am glad to find the feafon fo 
temperatis. I was this evening to fee WiU. 
CdTjgreve, who is a very agreeable compa-? 
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9. I was to-day in the city, and dined 
with Mr. Stratfordy who tells me Sir Alex-- 
ander Cairnes makes difficulties about paying 
my bill, fo that I cannot give order yet to 
Parvifol to deliver up the bond to Dr jR^- 
mond. To-morrow I fhall have a pofitivc 
anfwer : that Cairnes is a (huffling/coundrel ; 
and feveral merchants have told me fo : 
what can one expedt from a Scot and a fana- 
tick ? I was at Batemans the bookfeller's, 
to fee a fine old library he has bought ; and 
my fingers itched, as yours would do at a 
china-(hop ; but I refifted, and found every 
thing too dear, and I have fooled away too 
much money that way already. So go and 
drink your waters, faucy rogue, and make 
your felf well ; and pray walk while you 
are there: I have a notion there is never 
a good walk in Ire/and^. Do you find all 
places without trees ? Pray obferve the in- 
habitants about Wexford; they are old Eng- 
li/h'y fee what they have particular in their 
manners, names, and language : magpies 
have been always there, and no where elfe 
in Ire/and f, till of late years. They fay 
the cocks and dogs go to deep at noon, 

♦ In Ireland there are not public paths from place to 
' place, as in England. 

t They are now common every where. 

C c 4 and 
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and fo do the people. Write your travels, 
and bring home good eyes, and health. 

10. I dined to-day with lord trcafurer: 
we did not fit down till four. 1 difpatched 
three bufineflcs with him, and forgot a 
fourth. I think I "have got a friend an em- 
ployment; and befides I made him con- 
fent to let me bring Congreve to dine with 
him. You muft underftand I have a mind 
to do a fmall thing, only turn out all the 
queen's phyficians ; for in my confcience 
they will foon kill her among them. And 
I muft talk over that matter with fome 
people. My lord trcafurer told me, the 
queen ar.d he between them have loft the 
paper about the Firji-Fruits -y but defires I 
will let the bifliops know it (hall be done 
with the firft opportunity. 

11. I dined to-day with neighbour Varij 
and walkt pretty well in the Park this even- 
ing. Sti//a, huffy, don't you remember, 
^rrah, you ufed to reproach me about med- 
dling in other folks affairs. I have enough 
of it now : two people came to me to- 
right in the Park to engage to fpeak to 
Jord trealup.r in their behalf; and 1 believe 
they make up fifty who have afkcd me the 
fame flivour. I am hardened, and refolve 
to trouble/him, or any other minifter, Icfs 

than 
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than ever. And I obferve thofe who have 
ten times more credit than I, will not fpeak 
a word for any body. I met yefterday the 
poor lad I told you of, who lived with Mr. 
^entforiy who has been ill of an ague ever 
fince I faw him. He lookt wretchedly, and 
was exceeding thankful for half a crown I 
gave him. He had a crown from me before, 

12. I dined to-day with young Manky in 
the city, who is to get me out a box of 
books and a hamper of wine from Ham^ 
burgh, I enquired of Mr. Stratford^ who 
tells me that Cairnes has not yet paid my two 
hundred pounds, but fhams and delays from 
day to day. Young Manley's wife is a very 
indifferent perfon of a young woman, goggle- 
eyed, and looks like a fool : yet he is a hand- 
fome fellow, and married her for love after 
long courtfliip, and fhe refufed him until he 

got his laft employment. 1 believe I fhall 

not be fq good a boy for writing as I was, 
during your ftay at Wexford, unlefs I may 
fend my letters every fecond time to Curry s ; 
pray, let me know. This, I think, fliall 
go there, or why not to IVexford itfelf ? 
That's right, and fo it (hall this next T^uef- 
day, although it coils you ten pence. What 
care I ? 

13. This toad of a fecretary is come from 
Wind/or i and I can't find hi'm \ and he goes 
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back on Sunday ^ and I can't fee him to-mor* 
row. I dined fcurvily to-day with Mr. Lewis 
and a parfon ; and then went to fee lord 
treafurer, and met him coining from his 
houfe in his coach : he fmiled, and I 
flirugged, and we fmoakt each other; andfo 
my vifit is paid. I now confine myfelf to fee 
him only twice a week : he has invited 
me to Wind/or^ and betwixt two ftools, Gfr. 
I'll go live at Windfor, if poffible, that's 
poz2z» I have always the luck to pa& my 
Summer in London. I called this evening 
to fee poor Sir Matthew Dudley^ a commif- 
fioner of the cufloms ; I know he is to be 
out for certain : he is in hopes of conti- 
nuing ; I would not tell him bad news, 
but advifed him to prepare for the worft. 
Dilly was with me this morning, to invite 
me to dine at Kenjington on Sunday with lord 
Mountjoy^ who goes foon for Ireland. Your 
late chief jnftice Broderick is here, and they 
fay violent as a tiger. How is party among 
you zt Wexford? Are the majority of ladies 
for the late or prefent miniftry ? Write me 
Wexford news, and love Prejio^ becaufe hc'^ 
a good boy. 

14. Although it was (having-day I walkt 
to Chelfea, and was there by nine this morn- 
ing ; and the dean of Carli/e and I croft 
the water to Batterfea^ and went in his cha- 
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riot to Greenwicbj where we dined at Dr. 
Garters, tnd paficd the afternoon at Lew- 
Jham, at the dean of Canterbury's ; and there 
1 faw Mo/l Stanhope^ who is grown mon- 
ftrcmlly tall, but not fo handfome ts formerly. 
It is the firft little rambling journey I have 
had this Summer about London^ and they arc 
the agreeableft paftimes one can have, in a 
friend's co^ch, and to good company. Bank 
ftdck is fallen three of four per cent, by the 
whifpers about the town of the queen's be- 
ing ill, who is howevfer very well. 

1 5. How many books have ybu carried 
with you to Wexford^ What, not one finglc 
lV3ok ? Oh, but your time will be fo taken 
up ; and you cah borrow of the patfon. I 
dined to-day with Sir Andrew Fountain and 
Dilly at Kmfington with lord Mountjoy 5 and 
jn the afternoon Stratford came there, and 
tofd me my two hundred pounds was paid 
at laO ; fo that bufinefs is over, and I am 
fit eafe about it : and I wifli all your money 
was in the bank too. 111 have my t'other 
hundred pounds there, that is in Rawkfhaw's 
hands. Have you had the intereft of it 
paid yet? I ordered Parvifol to do it. 
what makes J^rcjlo write fo crooked ? Ill 
&nfwer your leftter to-morrow, and fend i( 
ph Tuefday. VL€tt\ hot weather comt again, 
yefterday ami lo-dajr^ fine drinkitig waters 

7 
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nofw. We had a fad pert dull parfon at 
Kenfington to-day. I almoft repent my com- 
ing to town : I want the walks I had. 

16. I dined in the city to-day with a 
hedge acquaintance, and the day pafled with- 
out any confcquence. Til anfwer your let- 
ter to-morrow. 

17. Morning. I have put your letter be- 
fore me, and am going to anfwer it. Hold 
youp tongue : ftand by. Your weather and 
ours were not alike ; we had not a bit of 
hot weather 'mjune^ yet you complain of 
it on the 19th day. What, you ufed to 

-love hot weather then ? I could never en- 
dure it : I deteft and abominate it. I would 
not live in a hot country to be king of it. 
What a fplutter you keep about my bonds 
with Raymond^ and all to affront Prejio f 
Prejlo will be fufpicious of every thing but 
• MDy in fpight of your little nofe. Soft and 
fair, madam Stella^ how you gallop away in 
your fpleen and yonr rage about repenting 
my journey, and preferment here, and fix- 
pence a dozen, and nafty Englandy and La- 
racor all my life. Hey dazy, will you never 
have done ? I bad no offers of any living. 
Lord keeper told me fome months ago, 
he would give me one when I pleafed ; but 
I told him, I would not take any from him : 
and the fecretary told me t'other day, he had 
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refufed a very good one for me ; but it waf^ 
in a place he did not like ; and I know no- 
thing of getting any thing here and, if 
they would give me leave, I would come 
over juft now. Ad4ifon, I hear, has changed 
his mind about going over ; but I have not 

feen him thefe four months. O a)re, 

that's true, Dingley \ that's like herfelf: 
millions of bufinefles to do bef6re (he goes. 
Yes, my head has been pretty well, but 
threatening within thefe two or three days, 
which I impute to fome fruit I ate ; but I 
will eat no more : not a bit of any fort. 
I fuppofe you had a journey without duft, 
and that was happy. I long for a Wexford 
letter \ but muft not think of it yet : your 
laft was finifhed but three weeks ago. It 

is d — d news you tell me of Mrs. F ; 

it makes me love England lefs a great deal. 
I know nothing of the trunk being left or 
taken ; fo 'tis odd enough, if the things in 
it were mine ; and I think I was told that 
there were fome things for me, that my 
mother left particularly to me. I am really 

forry for ; that fcoundrel will 

have his ellate after his mother's death. Let 
me know if Mrs. Walls has got her tea : I 
hope "Richard/on ftaid in Dublin till it came. 
Mrs. Walis needed not have that blemifli in 
her eye ; for I am not in love with her at 
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all. No, I don't Uke any tbin^ in the U^t^ 
anmer after the 45th, except the &rft part 
of the 46^1 ; all ^e ceA is tra/h ; and if 
you like them» eipecially the 471!^ yQU 
judgment is fpoiled by ill comply and vivA 
of reading ; whii:h I atsi aiore ibf ry fof 
than you think : aad I b^ve %entf fovrteen 
years in ia^roving yoa to littjte purpofe. 
(Mr. Toakt is come ber^ a»dl; I rai^ iftop^) 
-<--*At night. I dined with loid tveaiiirer to- 
day> and he kept me tiU nine; io \ caaoot 
Ibfid this to-night^ a^ I iateaded^ nor write 
fome other letters. Green^ his fm^geon^ was 
there, and dref&d his breaft ; that is^ pat 
on a plaifler, which is fliU reqiuiile : and 
I took an opporttmity to fpeak to hinoi of 
the queen;, buzt he cut me fhort with this 
faying, haiffez fake Don AlUoinci which 
ii$ a French prowrb^ expreffing,. Learnt that 
to m* I &nd he b againft her tajwig eomh 
phyfick;. and I doubt he ^aenot petfiiad^ 
her to i^ke I>. Ra4cli£k. Hqwr^vw, fte 
is very wcU now, and all th« fiwy cf h^ 
ilhaeis, ^j^ept the &ft day or two^ w^a 
Ik. We had ibixie b!i^9ei^^ that coni^My 
hindered u$ from doing, thoi^b he is eafw 
neft fqr it, yet would not appoint m^ a cet- 
taia day> but bids me come at all times till 
we can haveleifwii. Thii tai:es up a grc^t 
<kal of piy ti«e, and I can do nothiug I 
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would do for them. I was with the fecre-* 
tary this morning, and we both think to 
go next week to Windfor for fome days, to 
diipatch an affair, if we can have Iqiiurc. 
Sterne met me juft now in the ftreet by 
his lodgings, and I went in for an hour to 
yemmy Leigh, who loves London dearly : he 
ajtked after you with great reipe<5t and friend*, 
fhip.-^ — -To return to your letter. Your 

• bi&op Mills hates me mortally : I wonder 
he (hpuld fpeak well of me, having abated 
me in all places where he went. So yoa 

• pay your way. Cudftio :• you had a fine 

• fupper, f warrant ; two pullets, and a botdc 
of wine, and fome currants. -— It is jufl: 
three weeks to-day fince you fet out to Wex-^ 

ford; you were three days going, and I don't 

expeia a ktter thefe ten days yet, or rather 

, this fortnight. I got a grant of the Gazette 

• for Btn Tcoke this morning from Mr. fe- 
cretary : it will be worth him a hundred 
pounds a year. 

1 8. To-day I took leave of Mrs. Barton, 
who is going into the country; and I dined 
with Sir John Stanley^ where I have not 
been this great while. There dined with 
us ford Roiohejl^er^ and his fine daughter, 
\zAyJanCf juft growing a top toaft. 1 have 
been endeavouring to fave Sir Matthew Dud- 
ley^ but fear I cannot. I walkt the Mall 
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fix times to-night for exercifc, and would 
have done more ; but as empty as the town 
is, a fool got hold of me, and fo I came 
home, to tell you this (hall go to-morrow, 
without fail, and follow you to Wexford^ 
like a dog. 

19. Dean jitter bury fent to me to dine 
with him at Cbelfca : I refufed his coach, 
and walkt, and am come back by feven, 
becaufe I would finifli this letter, and fome 
others I am writing. Patrick tells me, the 
maid fays one Mr. Wa/Is, a clergyman, a 
tall man, was here to vifit me. Is it your 
Inyh archdeacon ? I (hall be forry for it ; 
but I (hall make a ihift to fee him feldom 
enough, as I do Di/fy. What can he do 
here ? or is it fomebody elfe ? The duke of 
Newcajile is dead by the fall he had from 
his horfe. God fend poor Stellfi her health, 
and keep MD happy. Farewel, and love 
Prejio^ who loves MD above all things ten 
million of times. God blefs the dear IFex^ 
fordgwh. Farewel again, &c. &c. 



The End of the Fourth Volume. 
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